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During the fi~ elgIn momhs of !he Pacific W~r. 
the Philippine Islmd~ wen: the only place in which the 
United SlaICS WiS able 10 engage its advCl$arics in 
pvund w;uf=. U.s. and Philippine forteS r~ced 
spedll cllallenges In the Philippines, since !heir ron· 
t.Kt "'ilh the United States iU a sourrc of .'lUpply and 
rdnforoemenl Wa! almost completely CUI off. Whal 
melhc>dAdid U.S. forces re lyon tocope wlththi sliCl of 
circumstanCeS, and how effective wen: they? 

Background and }>Iannint 
TIle only resiStanee oITctt:d by U.S.glOUnd forces 

e3t1y in the h eilie War WAS on the Balian Proinsula in 
the Philippine Isl;Jnds. Two weeks elapsed. however. 
between the Japal'le.'IC landings at LinGayen Gulf on 24 
Dettmbc:r 1941 and the e.~labiistmcnt of lldefense line 
on B;uun by American and Philippine: foretl. More· 
over, condilions elsewhe~ during Ihese two wa:k$ 
(but also on Balun) wc:~ 1I=-1Iy innutflCtd by plan· 
nin, decisions made earlier In the Philippines and in 
Washington. 

Before 1935 the defense of Ihc Philippine Islands 
had rested on the American 10,Oll).man garrison, half 
or which consisced of Philippine. S<:ouLS Unilll; Wt is. 
units in which the c:nJlsled men were Filipinos and 
almost a1lofflecn _re American$. 1lw:re was also a 
nIlive Philippine. Con.'tahulary crealed in 1901 10 
maimain law and order. BUI when Ihc Philippines 
becll'!1e a common_allh in 1935 wilh full irmpen. 
dence slated for 1946, aU plInies eltpecled the native 
Philippine. govcmmcRito lake over responsibility for 
the islands' defense. PrHidem·elecl Manuel Qunon 
prevailed on Duuglu M:w:Arthur, then ~Iiring III U.S. 
Army chief of slarr.1O become mil itary adviser 10 the 

oommonwealth govelllll\el'M. MaeAnhur fonned I 

small commiltee at the U.S. Anny War <lIJle&e thai 
ine.luded Maj. Dwight D. Elltfthowerand Maj. James 
B . Oro;! 10 prepare a plan that would assure Philippine. 
defense b)' 1946.lhe dale for Indcpendcn.ce. 1lw:irplan 
called for I smaU regular almy, I system of (lOfl$Crip­

lion, and a \en·year tralnln& pro&ram oftwociassu per 
yUr, as well as 50muir and naval elemc:nts. 1lw: plan 
was cnaclCd iOlo Ilw as the NaliO!1.il DdmK Aa by 
lhe ne.w Phi]ippine National Auembly In Dcc:ember 
1935. 

The acl specified a standing force of 10,000 uoops 
and reserve. of 400.000 by 1946. The regular force 
waslO lne.lude lhe6.000-man Phil ippine. ConsuobWlry. 
so there would be sornoe eondnuily or tninin, and 
lradilion. The,..". also provided for I eonserip(1on 
system and elUlcd In academy 10 nin offictrt II 
Baguio. Undtrthene.w syslem 20.ooomcn wc:re called 
10 the colors in ]937, and the authorities were thuSlblc 
10 crealt a reserve of 4.800 officers and 104.000 men 
by the end or 1939. Philippine Scouu were used for 
irlSlnlCtion of the new IIOOpS. SOme: of 1he3e _It: 

promoted 10 IIOIlUHilmiuloncd officers (NCOs) and 
lalcr to junior officers. A Phi]ippine Reserve Officer 
TllI;nini Corps (ROTC) program also provided $Ome 
nalive Philippine officers while the Ba,;uiu aelllJemy 
was still pR:p.1ring its first class. 

While ltu::nlion WIIS paid to fashioning a ne:w force 
stllKlure, the Ameriaol\l al$O ,ave some IhoIIght 10 

tlDw tho$e forctli would be used. MacAnhur, In hiS 

eapaci ly III military Itdviser, drew up comprehe:r\ll¥c 
plans forthe autOllOmo~s defenseof ilIIl the island, and 
the seven sllllilS. with no reliance on U.S. forces. 10 be 
implemented by 1946 when the Philippines became 
indc:pcndcnl. This WI'! thetenninus ad Quem at which 
the cstablishmelll of the Philippine Anny was aimed. 
Meanwhile, however, the Philippines feU withln the 
sphereof American war p1anning.espcciaUythe RAIN· 



, , 

BOW plans which were ~pared by the w., Depart. 
men! beginnina in 1939. Thex incorpollled lheolder 
color plans. inclullina War Plan ORANGI'> tNl OO\Iered 
the Phili ppine aI'CI, and auumed tMt in case of JIUIClc, 
U.S. forcc:~ would aucmpl onlylOcontrol Manila Bay 
by withdrawing to 8ataan and holding there until 
rcinforcemcnl~ could arrive. 

This status quo. with a gradually developing na­
tional anny and. passive defcll!Ie plan. obIained until 
uny 1941 . when !CnSIOM In the region stirred 
Mx .... ltl1.Ir to seck boIh more ambitious plans and a 
more ambitious force Itl\lCture. Maj. Gen. George 
Gnllll:n ,",;as rwnc:d oommandcr orthc Philippine [)O:. 

partmcm in June 1940, and in the COUIliC of reql.lCMl1\j 
moO\: ISlICl.iI, KfII • lIu(:CdSion of warrung reportS 10 
Wa.hingtnn in the laner momhli of 1940. T'hese were 
di.trcgarded hy tile: War tkpanmrnt . however, which 
believed lhlot such rcMUIUS ali were available had to 1:0 
first to ~trcnglhen Alil'h. Hawaii. and Panama. 

TIle Wa' Department 'scona:m ... ·a.nlrudy alOw. 
ing. however, when MacAnl'Iur wTO!c toAnnyChidof 
SlarTGcofgc C. MalShall on I f ebruary 19"11 a.'lking 
(II' a rapid buildup of Philippine forees. M3(Art/lu' 
,..olled from the premiseof comprehensive defense by 
native forces of the Ptl ilippine~ . including L U71)1l. the 
Visayans. and the walelli between. lllus he asked 
Marshall lO unction the org~nlzation of 30 reserve 

* * 

diylsions, for a lOtII i/Wnd fora: of 250.000. 10 be 
eomplete by !he end of 1941 . He aJsoukcd rorl'\lYai 
and alre]emmt.s and a:lUaI defemcgvns. Meatl.....tQk. 
GruneR, who WIS askin& on]y for mon: mndesI re· 
1JOUrcc5 for the U.S. gamson. stililhoueht in tenn5 of 
alimitcddefenseofManila Bay only. Marshall pmm­
i$Cd MacA nhu. hl~ defcnse material and n:a.uumi 
Grunen il would not be: at his c~pC"nse. 

By summer the sense of crisis in the aiel had 
deepmed further. On 1 July 194 1 MICAnhur IlCIlt I 
Idler to the War Plans Diyislcn requcsti", fonnallon 
ofa F;u EasI Command. On 11 July 1941 War I'\ans 
Diyision chief Bri,. (len. Leon;ud T. Gerow roc:om. 
mtnlkd to Marshall (amORA DlMr mCJ.SUm) Lllal aU 
Ptlilippinc Commonwealth forces be broughl into the 
U.S. se rv ice: for the dumion of the perceived e=.­
gency. ih31 a regional cummand. U.S. Anny r-oI'Cc,. 
FI.Easi (USAFfE). be est.Jb!ished: and thai MacAnhur 
be bfoughl ~k 10 active duty IS. major general (hi, 
permanent rank ) 10 head il. TheseSlcp5 were approved 
by~aryofWarHenryLSLimson0R26July 194 1. 

These actions ~StnlCd I major. if Lardy. in­
crnse in the War Ocpilnrnent's commitment to the 
Pt1ili ppines. U.S. Anny fon:es in the Philippine.llltha 
lime totaled 22.S32noop!'i.ofwhich 10.413 weI\': inthe 
Philippine Division. and 2.073 in other<;Ombal unil.5 . 
'The remaining lmops wen: devoted 10 halbordefen.'IC. 
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air. and service activities. Of the 22,532 total. appro1i ­
matdy 10.500 were Americans and 12.000 were Phil· 
ippine Scouts. Authorities in the Philippines and 
Washinglon oow ooopcrate<.ltQ (:xpanod ~ numoors 
rapidly. 

[n mid-August MacArthur ordcml thai the first 
regiment from each of the tc:n ~rve divisions R:pon 
fordutyby t November. [nmid·Novemberheordcml 
thesecondregimentofeachtoR:ponby 1 JanuJI')'. The 
Phi 1ippi Ill: Commonwealth divisions we re to Ii: ~ P \hei r 
own unifOTms, scale ofJlllY. promOTion tiSt~. and so on. 
but were 10 bepald byille U.S. Anny. The Philippine 
Commonwealth·s Regutar Anny and IIIe PhilippillC 
Coostabulal')'. however. were notlO be brought inlO tile. 
American force!: Immedlatcly. To each Of tile. rese .... e 
divisions being activated fony American officers and 
Iwemy Ameriem or Philippine Scoot noncommis­
sioned officers were assigned as instructors. 

11Ie len rese .... e divisiOns would have abo<lt1,500 
lroops each by mid-Dcl::cmbcr. IJ()me 15.000 men. to 
which would be added 8 few thousand more in 
nondivisional organi • .alklns. "Tho:: Philippine units were 
hampered by \heir lack. ofa common language and by 
the fact that many oftlleir troops. including NCOs and 
clelb. welf! illiterate. In mid-Dcl::embcrthe Philippine 
unit.<; also Suffered from bein, minimalty clothed and 
equipped. 

While Philippine forces wcre being mobili • .ed 
be,inning in August. so too welf! American forces 
hcingaugmented.CIlpecially airfarccs. There had been 
a gradual buildup before AuguSt, inctllding an increase 
in the F1':Iilippine ScOllts from 6,413 10 12.000 t1'OOpS. 
81 P-40 fighter plane.~. 9 s_ 11 bombers. a tank battal­
ion.~ M-4tanks.and3015·mm. an(ilankguns.11Ie 
poxe of augmentation quiekencd in November. 11Ie 
War Dcpanmenl scnt 10 pack howitzers. 17813-mm. 
guns. ]23 .3<k:alibermacilincguns. 1000amt!hrowcrs. 
and 13.!XXlland mines. 11Iedeparunrnlalsosemmore 
planes. for a total of ]94 aircr.lfl by early December. 
including 3S B·t1s. 101 P405. and ~2 P-3~s, 

The number of tlOOPS also increased fmm 22,532 
(311u1y 1941). of whom IO.SOO were Americans. 10 
31.093 (30 November 1941). of whom 19.txl() were 
AmcriCllJlS. 1bese were in addition 10 !he approxi. 
mately 80.000 Philippine Commanwe~lth lroops thaI 
had bc<:n raised by December. so lh3t!he total USAFI-l;: 
groond forcescame 10 about]] 1.70hlOOp5-Still ]ess 
than the 200.000 troop:s MacArthur estimated on I 
O\;tober wcrt: necessJI')' for defcl1-'le. As it happened. 
19.000 more American troop:s plus mllital')' equipment 
"'cre embar1l:ed for the Philippinc~ in early Dc<:cmber. 
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bul tIad to lum back ~flcr the 1apanese ~n;ack. 

Althe $lme time that the Phi]ippil'll: and U.S. roroe 
Sll'\ICIurc WI! e.lplnc1ill£-from Scplember lhrouch 
Noyc:mbe,-eo 100 wen: the goal. of the Philippine 
defense planners upandin&. The ORANGE Plans fo r 
lhe defeI\SC of the Phi ]ippines had uistcd for mlfl)' 
years. The]1IC3t revi,;onofthese MacArthurinhcritcd 
was War Plan ORANGE·3 (WPO-3), oompletal in 
Apri] ]941. In WPO·3the planners assumed thai the 
lapanese would ~u~k with leu than fon)'~iihl hours' 
warning from U.S. inlcllige!lCCl, thai the)' WO\I]d em· 
plo)' a force of aboul 100,000 troops, and. th.:Il !hey 
would land. In man)' places dmu]lanCOUJly. WPO·3 
provided that American forces W()II]d mist on the 
beaches. resill inland, and i(!hal failed, wiihdrawlOthe 
Balun ~nlnsulalo rewn coruml of Manila Bay. 

WI'Q.] divided Luzon inlD 51 .. SCClOrs. each of 
whidl .... as 10 fWlion illl own OOliled defense and be 
indcpc. dcnlI '1 provisioned. J n the event o f withdrawal 
to Balun. each $CdOrwas to lranspon illloWTI supplies 
10 \he peninsula. The beacli folttS ~re required 10 
delJy!he JIpanl:SC: ;J(jyance lon, rnouih for $lOre. 10 
be moved to B.un and Co~gidorfrom depoUaround. 
Milllila. TIle: e~lun forces ~re then toholdout rotsi .. 
months. by which lime \he U.S. Nay)' was 10 liayc 
fought illl way block 10 the Philippines with reinfurce· 
menlS, In early 1941 some U.S. plannc:1lI in the Philip­
pines doubted that a Balaan gamson could be relicved 
al'lcr li~ momhll. and insl~ fell that the lIrrilOn 
WO\Ild ullwst its $Upplies and be ddcalal. Noncthe· 
leu. theorrocial poliey was that the Bal ..... fGr\;C would 
SIIlYiyc umil oomm"",icat>ons wen: f'CO\lCncd. 

The buildup of forees in the fall of 1941. however, 
led both MKArthur and plannc:n in Washington 10 
a$pin: to qlCmlOfW oojoectlyes far grander than those 
of WPO.3. On reoeiving a reoe ... ycrsion of the 
RAINI\OW .5 comprehell.\ive war plans. which eucn· 
Ilally confirmed WPO·3 in the Philippine area. 
MacAnhur wtOle 10 Marshall on I Oclober 19011 a.~k. 
in, for ' mort compn:hensive plan. He wanted lhe 
"citadel·type deftnsc" of WPO· 3 10 be abarKlonetl in 
favor of an aclive defense o f allihe f'hilippinc Islands 
lind adjoinin& wlters. MacArthur. of course, probIobl)' 
had bcc.n \hi"'inr; in these terms ever since hc--Is 
mililary advi5Cr to the Philippine pte5idem_was 
chlfled with developing plans for Philippine nalional 
defense. From the Philippine pOint ohiew.lIlearchi· 
pelal:O was not an upcnd.ablc forward base, which 
perhaps il was 10 some of the originllol'1 ofWPO-l 

By the f;JJ1 of 1901] M~rslWl and the peQOMCI in 
the War Plans Division (WPD) Ig~ with MacAnhur 

• 

!hat the malerial in or on Itl; way 10 the PIlilippines 
jU3(ifial &randcr aspirations for Its usc: . 8rig. 0:01. 
LconardT. Gcrowofthe WPDJenta memoloMarsh:all 
on 8 OeIobcr oullining the WPO's position on the 
Philippines. He ~ned tJw the new force levels 
should be cmugh \0 discourage the J;apancsc from 
attacking. given Japan '_ InvolYCmmt in China. Soviet 
resistance 10 Germany, and the economic cmbir}:0e8 
'gainst lapan. He cq:,eelally fell!h.tl stron& air forces 
placed in lhe Philipplne!i would provide offensive 
powers thai would deler tlie Japa1lC5e from ae\ing. 
Gerow's view was Ihat n:lnfon:cment of the Philip­
pinesmcant theJapancsc wert unlIkely to move ag3inst 
the U.S. prtsenc:e then:. wlilcll would allow conccnlra· 
!ion of Allied reSOlJroel on the st Nggle against Ger· 
mmy. 
B~ on thi, newly opIimislic and confldc ... eon· 

SCI1SUS in Washington.. ManlqU di~lched I memo­
randum 10 MacArthur on 18 Octobe r. giYin, him 
&reillycnlarged opcnliomJ goals. MxAnhurwaslO 
dercnd not 001'1 all the Philippine Islands and adjaocnt 
waters bul also to conp:rale with the Navy 10 r.1id 
1apanese sea communlcatloru;. conduct ;lir n.ids. and 
hc:lpdcfend the \Crritorics oflhe Associated Po~rs. 

Ma~all'$ note to thiseffcci apparently Wa$ hand 
delivered 10 MacArthur on 3 November by Maj. Gen. 
Lewis H. Brereton. Marshall abo liad wrinen !hall 
new plan comprehending the poin\.'; In his memo al· 
ready had bcc:n d",1'\cd and would IOOIl be considered 
by the Joint Board of Army and Nav)' planners. wbo 
actually would approye II on 21 November. 8uI 
Mao;Aru..rlud begun a1~ad)' on 4 NDYCmbertoarT)' 
out I fom:: roorglfli7,ation com/»tlble with the intentor 
lhc new plan. 

The utnonlinarycffolUofthe American mililary 
leaden \0 stmlgihen the Philippines in the autumn of 
]941 in lhc end m3dc them confide .. th.at their forces 
~re adequale. l1Ieirconfidence resled largely on the 
preml,;c that sea and grounIJ attack oould bcdctcrrcd by 
the moo.J.esl pre!'oC!ICCl of aIr foren. This confidence. 
ooweyer. proved unwarral1\ed, ll1c opIimisli~ mood.of 
mid·Novemhergayc way by the end ofthc month ID the 
eonvi(:l.ion !hal the JapMOese might IIOOf1 altack the 
Philippinc:s because of the failu~ uf the Hull·Nomura 
talk.!;. "The American ambuudo' 10 Tokyo, J(l!;ep/l 
Grew, eabk'd to WashingtOn on 17 November lhal 
there mighl be J 5Uddcn 1a~se aUiIICk outside the 
CUrreN Olin;[ thealer. On 24 November, U.S. Nayy 
Oticf of Naval Operatlom Ilamld R. Slalt sent his 
Pacifi~ commanders a communication to be shared 
wi!h their Army col leagues in which he warned of the 



possibilily of a surprise ;agg~ive act agaillSl cithe:r 
the: Philippines or Gu;un. On 27 Novembc:r!he Wu 
DepanmCnL sent a "final "'en" 10 Mac:Anhur. noting 
tIW """gotialions with lapan had brokendowil. and \hat 
In the event of hosIili~. MKAnhur should execule 
the: RAlMIOW Sll1ltcgy. 

MacArtb.irealled aronferellCC ofhiscommandcrs 
Inc r the 27 November message and advised them of 
the tense situation. lIeordeml the: Nonh Lu7.Q1l Force 
(oneofthe fQUroommands into which American forces 
in the islands were divided) to be ready to move III 

assigned positions Of beach defense. II was not long 
thelu~r before USAFFE had the opponunily to teSi 
whether lis prtparations were adequale and its plans 
rnlwlc. 

'IlIe ApproadllO Balun (14 ~rnber lMl 107 
JanuarylH2j 

The JapaneiC Pacific offcnsives thaI beg.:u'1 on 7 
December 1941 (8 December in the PhilippillC$) had 
lwodeva.~tatlna fCalul'CS that USAFFE pi;mroersdld not 
.:u'1lldpate: the 1apanese struck Americ.:ln rear naval 
bases al the: lime lime thai. they lnacked advanad 
bases. and. they used their air power offensively to 
.....,ul1ali'tC romplctcly American air and naval 1UC15 in 
the: Philippine Mn:a. The upshn\ was that the Philip­
pines suddenly had to be defended with the Illl)Und 
I$SCU on hand. bec;wse USAFl'E had 110 supply Ii....., 
and. 110 air I'C$OUIUS lefL 

JapanclC naval and air fortes crippled the U.S. 
Pacific Fl~1 al Ptan Harbor on 7 Decemhcr. and on S 
December bombed Oask Field on Luzon and other 
poil'tS. dcstroyilli Nlf of the American aircraft in the 
islands in one day. The lapane3e usc:d llfi': Reeu of 
bombers and fighter bombers based on Taiwan. The 
Japanese";rneetscameasainon 10. and 12· 13 De· 
c:ember. pounding U.S. air and naval assets and baJt;s. 

American forte~ responded in the only way they 
C:OUld. The remainder or the Philippine'based U.s. 
Asillie Fl«t deparu:d for AuStnlia on 10 December 
rather !han be noodlCS$ly de:stJUycd. MOSI remaining 
American aircraft did the ~ame. On 17 Dec;ember the. 
B_17s S1ill able 10 fly Jifled off Del Monte field in the 
Visayans for Darwin. ExdllSionof U.s . air and naval 
110_' from the western pacirIC was then frSSUmI by 
Japanese Jantlings on Guam on 10 Dccem~r and on 
Wake on 23 December. 'flIc5c seizures meant thn 
Midway. 4.X(lmlleuway, was now Ihcnc:lrCSI Ameri. 
c.:II1 bu: 10 the Philippine IslandJ-thc: Phi lippines 
c:ould expeClIlO early relid. 
~ bold kro(:kout blows of early Dec;ember put 

, 

the Japane5I! in a position to devOlC their attention 10 
land. invasion of the PhHlppines. Japanese forces 
scized Idvanced bases In Ole archlpelaao on Balll8ll 
and Camiauin bbnds. jllSl oonh of Luzon on land 10 
December. The)' c.:aptured key point! on the noM 
LulOO ooast on 10 December, on flrtouth LulOO on 12 
I)eQember. and on Mindanao on 20 De<:ember. 

The main Japa.ne~ Inv.aslon force. the l"'IIfriol 
JOjXJntSt ""my I4lh Army under Lt. Gen. Masanaru 
lIomma, landed on the east sho~ ofLinpycn Gulf on 
22 December. USAFl'E failed 10 ~sist these landings. 
with the: uception of the headqumers battalion of the 
121h Infanl!,),. Philippine Ann)' (p.o.). which directed 
some mlehine gun fire althe Japa~ landinll pany. 
The enemy put ;u.hore a seconda!,), force in extteme 
southc:titem LulOO on Christmas Eve. with the objec­
live of having IhI: nonhcm and 50Uthem forteS eon· 
vcrec on Manila. 

From their landing area. the Japanese advanaxl 
casil y on 23 Det:ember about ten miles 5O\IthcaSiward. 
inlo the Luzon interior. toward Manila. MacArthur 
thus ~alilcdon 23 ~mbcrthat. his Philippi....., forces 
could not conwn the bpaneseon the beacha as be had 
~v1ou$ly hop::d.. Durinllthe period 12·221)eQembc:r 
he had ordered hi s line unils 10 stand f;nt, but also made 
hasty preparationS 10 wilhdl3w to Bnun If need be. By 
the 2)(1, however. MacArthur made up hiS mind antl 
notlflCd all his c:ommaroers that: Wf>O.3 was now 
eff~liyc. that is_ the operational plan now was 10 
wilhdnw all USAFFE forteS \0 1In.un. Ironically. 
M..cArthur had deliberately diS<.:llrdtd WI'Q·31n No· 
vember in favorofan aclivedefcnse. f'OnunalCly for 
him. WPQ..3 was still familiar to aU pa,nlc.iparus., ., 
\hat it c:ould be carried OUI quickl)' clcsphc i15 earlier 
i1Nndonmtnl as policy. 

USAFFE hudquartcrs moved from Manila 10 
Corn;:lidor on the nighl of 24·25 December. and the: 
effon beSVl 10 Il1Inspon supplies to BataVl and 
COrleaidot as rapidJy as possible. Ulina' flotilla of 
small bam. USAFl'1:: 04 placed supplies for 10.000 
truops for sill months on Com:gidor within twenty­
fourhours. Supplle!i wert:thcndin:clCd loward Batun. 
usilli Water. truck_ and rail . Small CTlft we~ essential 
for the supply movement to the peninsula. whe~ 
ammunition. aa$Olinc. -.13.000 Ions of canned meat 

and nsh previously had bc:cn stored. 
Forthc Bat""" plan 10 wort., the commanderofthe 

North LutOn Force. Maj. Gen. Jonathan M. Wain· 
wri~l. had tohold the Japa~northorS.n Fernando. 
whcl'tl Route 3coming up from the 5O\Ith meets Route 
7 goine ;nlO Bat;u.n. Wainwright had 10 hold the 



lmerseaion long enough for !he South Luzon Foroc 10 
piSS thmugh it and enter !he pcninsub. The South 
Luzon Force was 10 withd/1lw northward Ioward San 
Fernando. then rum .southwest into !he peninsula. It 
Wall crucial that !he South Luzon Fo= hold the 
Calumpit bridges until ilS as5C1.S had crossed. 

On 24 December. meanwllilt. the Bat;J.;l/l Dc(msc 
Fon.le was establ ishod to prepa re a defensive tine on !he 
pcnil\SUla 10 be mlllfl(l(! by the main forces when !hey 
arrived. Maj. Gen. OcoIlCM. Pan:eru;mporarily was 
re~ from command of!he South Lu7.Qr1 Forte: 10 
supervise this work. The: U.S. Anny's Philippine 
Division (US) wu already in Batnn.and !he Philip­
pine 31st and 41st Divi$ions (PA) lOOfl arrivcd 10 help 
with the construction won:. The: doefcnsivc lX'5itlons 
were JIIrv<:yW ~nd m~n:cd out by the 14th Englnee", 
(I"ttilippinc Scouts. PS). ,nd the actual dl8(!lllg of 
fo1J1olc~ ilIId layin& of wire was done by Il"OIlfI$ from 
!he various divisions u they arrived. 

MKArtt"lIr ordered Wainwright and !he North 
lllZOll fun 10 OOId !he San Fernando intersection 
until 8 January. He was to do this by deploying five 
JUCassive ddcnse lines. Arter fooning • line and 
forcing !he advancin& Japanese to halt in preparation 
for ill! anacl.. he lOla imllH:diltcly to withdraw to • line 
fanhl:r 10 the rear and force the Japlll>CSC to halt again. 
Tllis UCTcisc lOllS to be repeated five timel . 
Wainwrighfsobjecl 1011$10 .cItieve a maximum clclay 
with minimal of casualties and 10 enter Bataan inlJ(:l . 

Uch defense line wu to be held durin, the: day. 
then evacuated.ll nitht for !he nut line. which was 10 
be established Ix:fOll: dawn. A sheU fo= was 10 
remain behind 10 hold !he old line until just before 
dawn. Tllc:dcfensc lines weretoo long 10 be amtinuOU5 
and in practice !hey onen covered only !he most likely 
avenues of enemy approach. 

The North Luzon Fo= Iud recolUlOitered the five 
defense lillC$ in peacetime and arrayed them one day'J 
marWi apart. making use o f natural defensive fellures 
such asrivm,high g~nrJ. and swamps. Tllc:yblocted 
Rouu;s 3 and.'l. the maIn roads soothward. ~ first 
line wu sl~ where !he NorthLulon Fo= found ;tself 
on OIristmas Eve. about len miles Ix:hind the lin&'yen 
beaches. 

TIl(: principal Nonh l.u1.on Forte: unilS holdin& the 
fivc lines well'. from west 10 east. the 2 1 st. 11 tho and 
91st Oivisions(pA). and the 26th Cavalry (PS). Com­
manders IOUghl to have mutually supporting infllltry 
and artillery elcrncntJ; 01'1 the linc. but in pr;ICticc this 
OOUldllOl: always Ix: done. II was difficult to move 
supplies for North Lu1.011 Force units. which were;n 

, 

almost ronstant motion. 'l'ky well' SIIppoocd tocany 
whal SIIpplle:s !heycould 10 8alUn anddcslr0Y the re:sl. 

but thi$ goal was not achic~ compielCly. Supply 
problems were complicated by the sho<tage t)r_ 
vehlcles in which supplies arrived and the: tendency of 
commander!; In appropriate the vellides in which the 
su pplies arrived, thereby removing the vchlcie from 
the lo,istics net. 

By Olrisvnu ~y the NOM Luwn Fon:c IIId 
fallen bacIr:: 10 the semnd line. where Japasae forces 
m~ed 101lla them. breaking throu&i'l II Cannen. 
The: American fon::es retired to the third linc by 27 
Deamlx:r. bul were not engaged there Ix:cause the 
Japanese stopped II the Ai'"'O RlverlO refonn. By29 
Deamberthe Nonh LulOO Force h.ad withdrawn to the: 
fourth linc. Wllinw right was alarmed thilt the South 
luzon Force had not yet cieared the Calumpil bridp 
and therefore ordered hl$ unllS 10 stand at all costs It 
their pn:5CII1 posilions. the TaT1ac line. In the original 
pI;JII. ho ___ e r. on! y the fi fth line--not the foo rth-wl:S 
org;Jlliud for. proll"JClCd defense. 

Japanese fort:ti .. tadtcd the T.uiK line. which 
held until30 Deamber, I,rsely becausc oh finn star.! 
by the 3d Battal ion of the: 21st Division (PA). On 30 
Deccmlx:r clements o f the Tar1K llnc well' onkn:d 
back to the fifth line. which was established by the 
morning onl December. Qver!;Cven days thcNonh 
luzon Forte: IIad withdl1wn about fifty miles. 

Meanwhile the South LulOfl Force a1r.o was with­
dfllwing toward Bitalll. Since Gencflll Palker had leO 
loorpnize Batunon Chri.stmas Eve. Maj. Ocn. Atben 
M . Jone:s was the roroe's commarocr. Smal1erlhilll the: 
Nonh lU7.on Force. the South luron Force CMS;slCd 
or~y of the 1st and .'I1S1 Divisions (PA) with some 
~ttached artillery and armor usets. 1l1c South l U1.on 
Fora: was not hard pre.ucd by the Japanese In the way 
the IIOf1hcm forte: was., however. and its withdfllw&l 
nonhward lowl rd Balaan was for the most pan $IIIOOIh 
and orderly. 104M (If the South Lua-r Foro: cn'lS:Scd 
the Calumpit brid,cs Uod arrived.ll San Fernando by 
31 Dcccmlx:r. 

By this lime (on 30 Dcc:ember) General flomm. 
had dispatched an enemy rOfU lOWard Plaridel. This 
movement lay to the: cast of tt.: main Jap.:1IICsc lXis of 
advance and threatened to prcvCnl the last arriving of 
the South Lu7.on FOrte: unil$ from erossingthe Calumpil 
bridges. MacAnhur. thertfon::. assembled a fon;;e 10 
defend Plas1dcl. consisting onhe retreating 7 lst Divi ­
s ion (PA) and clemenls of the South Luron Faroe 
passing lieU Plaridcl on their way nonh. 'T'hclc units 
JUCCCSSruUy dcl"yed the advance of the enemy foltt. 



TIle lasl of the!tOOpS al P1ari~1 wilhdn:w norlh......,~1 
XI05S the Calumplt hI1dge.~ al 0500 I January 1942. 
The bridges imm~dial~ly w~rc destroyed III 
Wainwright'somer alOfi I S. Amerieanot:lservers wcre 
relieve<! wIJapancsc air power, apparently unaware 
oflhc bridgcs' importana: 10 the Amcrican operalional 
plan, had not attacked the bridges in fo=. 

Once it was clcar the Soolh Luzon Force would 
rexh San Fernando, the Nonh LU7.on Force began 
evacuating Its liM dden.<;e line and moving through 
San Fernando for Bataan. llle last U.S. fon;es moved 
through the 10wn for Balun at 0200 O!l 2 January. 
pressed by the. KONIO Dtlachm~ru. which attacked lu 
the west of the main Japanese uis. Again. Japanese 
planes. peThaps occupied with the Imp~rial JapafltSf 

Army's drive for Manila. did 001 alt3Ck the crowded 
roads. 

American com mandc r.; slill soughllO de lay a J a pa_ 
nese advance to gIve lroops In Bata.lln lime mcnwr and 
prepare their lines. To thIs end, the 21St and 11th 
Divisions (PA) look up positions. where they soon 
were: prc:ssured by two reinforced hpanese regiments. 
the TaUbashl and Tanaka DeuuhmelW. lbe 21st and 
11th Divisions were forced back. but gill kept the 

l~se north of the Culo Riveruntil6 January. TIle 
lasloftheAmerican rear guard force crossed theCulo 
River at 0200 on ti January, and the 91St Engineer 
lIattallon blew up the bridgc behind Lhcm. The 11th 
and 21st DivIsions formed Still another line near Ihc 
Culo River, from which they wilhdr<:w on the morning 
of7 January. This delay of the Japanese at Bataan 'S 
base wenl according to WPO-3 and was successfully 
e~e<."Uted. giving U.S. engineers additional tIme to 

pn:pan: the. Abucay· Mauban defe.w: lincon the penin_ 
sula. 

TIle fighting around uyac junetlon marked the 
end of the American forees· long wllhdrawal \0 lhe 
penimula that began on 23 December. Subl;cquem 
fighling on BataaJI would no longer have the qUality of 
a maneuver withdrawal . 

TheAbucay_Mauban Une (7-26January 1942) 
The nellt phase Of the Philippine campaign would 

take place entir<:ly within !he confined area of the 
BalaaJI Peninsula. Ba18an is about twCIIly-five miles 
long and twcnty miles wide. covered by jungles. 
mountainous. and scorc:d by several streams and deep 
I1Ivines. Two e~tincl volC3I1OCS mart the center of the 
peninsula, Ml. Natibloward the north and Ml. Batam 
in the south. 1llcre are numerous overgrown trails on 
the penill$ula, but only tWO roads: Roule 110 along the 

, 

coast and the Pilar-Bagac road bisecting the peninsula 
from ea.~t to west. 

1llc American forces wen: relieved finally to be in 
a position they did not have to abandon immediaICly. 
They eslablished a line about a third of the way down 
the peninsula. bisected by ML Natib. which left a gap 
in the line. These<:lorfrom Ml. Natibwest \0 Mauban 
was commanded by General Wainwright and desi,· 
nated the I Philippine Corps. altogether about 22,500 
lroops. The corps consisted of the 1st, 3 I St, and 91st 
Divisions (PA). and !he 26th Cavalry Regiment (PS), 
and a banery each of field anillery and $Cl r-propeUed 
7S-mm. guns. 

The se<:\Or from Ml. Nalib eastward was desig­
nated the I I Philippine Corps and plllCed under General 
PaD<u. Consisting of about 2S.@mcn.itwasmade 
upoftlle Illh. 2Ist.4Isl, and S I st Dlvl~lons (PA). pIUS 
the S7th Infantry (PS) from the Philippine DivisIon 
(US). 

Betwccn tile lWO corps was Ml. Nalib, 4,222 feet 
hlgh,Jungled. and impenetrable. Ml. Natibpreveme(\ 
murual reinforcement by the twocorps. and also Icft the 
inu:rior nanks ofbolh corps somewhat upin the air­
a major tac:\ieal naw in the line . U.S. commanders 
hclicved they CO\Ild nol pul the line south of MI. Nalib 
and slill protect the only road bisccting the peninsula 
rrom easltO wcst They may have avoided the terrain 
north ofM!. Natib because: of the absence of mads. 

South of the Abucay line and also bisecting tile 
"""iMula Willi ~ occond defense line: that ""'&Illy par· 
alleled theeast·west road from Pilano Bagae. This linc 
was not complcte as of7 January, so the Abueay line 
was to hold until this Pilar-Bagae line was finished . 
Pan o f the Philippine Division (US) and other units 
were kepi at work on the second line through January. 
COIpS and USAFFE anillery also wen: pl<lCed in this 
vicinity locovcrboth!he Abucay line and any poSSible 
bpancsc landings on the peninsula's sou thern roasts. 

AI the southern end orBalaan a Service Command 
Area wascstablishcd undcrBrig. Gen. AllanC. McBride 
\0 help provide effective supply. Within this area were 
the 2d Division, made up of the former Philippine 
Conslabul ary (PC), c Ie me nts 0 f the 71 st Division (I> A), 
and pro~isional infantry units consisting of al r troops. 
sailors. and marines. On S January MacAnhur also 
e.~tabli:lhed in the south a command ochclon between 
his own USAFFE headquarters on Corrcgidorand the 
foree on Balaan. Its commander was Brig. Gen. 
Richard J. Marshall. and il~ main fUT>C1iom were to 
direct the combat xtivitie.~ Of the two line corps and to 
provi!lc services for them. American combat uni~ also 



were pOSted along the coasl in !he south 10 oppose 
attemptS at amphibious envelopmenL 

1lle Abucay-Mauban line, the main baaJe posilion 
on 7 1anuuy, had an OUtposl line flung OUIIO its front 
and aregimenw line In Its rear, 1lIeeaJ;tem halfof!he 
line boasted a double apron of b.:Irbed wlre, cleared 
fields of fire, foxholes, trenches, gun cmplaoements, 
and overhl:ad camouflage, 1'he western half of the line 
had iIOTT1e of these featum, bul was less developed, 

Supplies for !he Bataan fom: had been moved 10 
the peninsula wlth miraculous speed af'ler23 Decem­
ber, bUI stlll were woefully Inadequate, On<:e 
Corregidor's sloc.kagc was complete, the suppLying of 
Bataan began in eamest. Only one method oftranspor­
talion, small watereraft, proved effect;...,. There were 
no raiLroadson Bataan, and !he I'OlIds into the peninsula 
wereJammed with lrooptrafflc. Moreover, fewlllJcks 
were available. Large vessels were on hand in Manila 
harbor, but quanennilSlCrs prefcrred smaller vessels, 
launches, tugs, and barges, because only ~ could 
easily be unlooded on !he three plimlilve piers on 
Bataan. ManIl3wM!hemainsoun;cofsupply. About 
30,000 IOns were moved from !he supply concentra­
tions at Manila before Japanese forces occupied !he 
city on 2January. Inllieory supplies weresuppose<l In 

be brougtll inlO Bal3an by !he Nonh and South Lu7.Ol1 
Forces. Both were cxpected 10 roll up milil3ry stOCl.s 
In outlying depots and either t~rt !hem 10 Bataan 
or deslJ'Dy them completely, In practice, however, 
these forces suffered from "withdrawal fever," and in 
their haste they failed to do !;D. 

1l1C biggeSl: supply problem on Ba[aan proved [0 

be food for the 8Q,(U) USAFFE troops. M~Arthur 
bad put the Batun force on half rations on 5 January. 
even before aU the troops had anived. Sino:x: 2.000 
calorics was about what ~tivc soldiers required, indi­
viduils and units resoned to local supply , UnilS 
haNcslCd rice in the fields, set up a sllIughterhoUse for 
carabao, built a rice mill, purchased fish from Filipino 
fishennen, ~nd m<ldc salt by boiling sca w~\er. Indi · 
viduals used tho::ir rines for huming carabao and other 
earne. 

Oolhing was ~lso scan;c, especially for Philippine 
troops who received little issued clothing when they 
were mobilized. 1'he PA soldiers ' blue denim fatigue 
suits and rubber fo(lled shoes wore through quickly in 
thejungle. All PA troops bad quallty rines, but 001 aU 
had steel helmets. Shelter halve~, blanket.~, sun hel­
mets, and mosquilO netting were al,;o in shDn supply. 
1be resultlnt exposure 10 jungle weather, combined 
with !he dcnclel1l die[, produced a high rate of malaria, 
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hookwonn. and other diseases. made all the more 
serious by inadequate medical supp1i~, especially 
quinine. 

Gasoline stocks were moderately adequate. Un­
C(llItr'Olied use during \he first few waks led \0 rapid 
dcpletlon, so oonsumplion was limited thcreaficr by 
I1Itioning 10 4.(0) gallons daily, Motorvehielcs were 
no! easily available. so units commandeered them and 
sometimes hijacked both vehicles and Ihcirloads. The 
Bataan ScNiceCommand tried tocoonterthiS pranlce 
by ordering alloooorganic vehicles inlO mOlor pools. 
Military JXIIlce scarched for illicit Vehicles, but com­
mandeered vehicles were often weU hidden. Many 
vehicles were recl ai med by the Balaan Se",ice 
Command's motor pools when gasoline ralioning was 
impooed. Unable 10 get fuel for their unofficial ve­
hicles, units [umed iIlem in. 

Engineering equipment moved 10 BatMn also was 
moderately adequale. l1Ie 10,000 lOllS delivered in­
cluded 350 tonsof explosives, SOOIOftll ofbal1x:d wi I'C, 

200 tons of burlap sacks. and large Quantities of con­
struction material. 1'he supply situation. (Specially 
food, proved an imponant facwrin!heoutcomeofthe 
Baaan fishtlng. 

Combat engagement on tho:: Abueay-Mauban linc 
began at 1.500,9 January, when the Japanese laid a 
ooocenll"llted barrage on tho:: ea."em half of the line, 
tllen advanced their infantry al both ends of the line. 
The 1~'it.U JO{'QJtfIse Army continued w press ai­
laCks along the Amcrican line I ().. I S January. but with 
linle SUCCCAA. 

On 15 January, hDweve r, the 14Jslinfalllry pen­
etrated \he American line and lodged lhemsclves on a 
small hill between the S I 51 and 4 I St Infantry Divisions 
(PA), This modcSllDdgment led 10 the COllapse of the 
left nank of the Abucay lire within a few day~, largely 
bo.x:au$Cofconfusion. At dawn on 16January,!he ~ISI 
Division (PA) eountcraltackcd, its 5] S[ Infantry mak­
ing far more progress than its SJd Infan[ry. thus creat­
ing an exposed salient TIle Japaresc 91h In/amry 
thrnlcned the left, while lhc 141$1/rl/"nlry attacked 
and broke thruugh on lhc right shoulder, The 31st 
Infantry (PA), thus threatened with double envelop­
ment. ned far 10 the rear. 

1'he 141sI/II/antry tumcd left 10 auack!he 4Jd 
Infantry (PA), which held its position and refused ilS 
flank, while theJapaocsc 91h Infanrry halted 10 regroup. 
Nevertheless. SJd Infanll")' (PA) feared attack and fell 
back_ l1Ie chief of siaff of the S I SI Division (PA) all;o 

feared \hat !heSJd Inf antI"}' (PA)would beoverrun and, 
therefore. ordered its commander, Col. John R. 



Boalwright. to move weslward across Mt. Nalib and 
link up with the righl flank of I COIpS. This mlocation 
was a harrowing e~po:rie"""" forthe ~3d Infantry. which 
bc:camc IICparatcd and di~pe~ in the impenetrable 
jun~e. Ultimattly. then:fon:. S3d Infantry's orders 
dcsl/Oycd its integrity as ~ combat fon::e forno mason. 

lllese eve nls 0 f 16 Jan U3ry left lhe west flank 0 f the 
Abucay line wide open. Nothing happened immedi­
ately. bc:cause the 91h 'fl/afl/ry. orden:d to infiltl1lle 
around the II Corps left flank. then east across the II 
Corps rear. also bc:came lost in the jungle and so. like 
the 53d Infanlry (PA). n:movcd itself from the battle. 

To IeSton: \I Corps' left flank. General Parter 
ordered an attack by his re..o;erve. the Philippine Divi_ 
sion (US). at dawn on 11 January. The Philippine 
Division and other elemenll: advanced repeatedly 
agaiMt Japanese poSitions newly set up in the gap 
where the S 1st Division (PA) had bc:cn. but as of 21 
January still were unable to dislodge fmpfrial Jopa. 
/I£~t Army units from their salient above the Abucay 
Hacienda. 

Meanwhile. General Wainwright in the r COrps 
se<:tor was also hard pressed by the Japanese advllflC(;. 
On IS January enemy forces enga&cd U.s. advanced 
units. pushin& them back 10 the main lines at Mauban 
by the 18th. 1l>c whole American outpOst line was 
driven in by ni&htfall 011 19 January. Lt. Col. Hiroshi 
Nakanishi·s 3d Ballo/iOll. lOrh ffl/(lfIlry. inlillrated 
around the cast filll'lk of I COIpS. on lhe slopes of Ml. 
Nat.ib. and on 2 t January estabtished a """'blod. 
behind the 1St Division (PA). 8l:ross the only road 
south capable of handling hcavy equipment. L.ike the 
originallodgmcnt of the 141 SI 1fI/(lIllry in the 11 Corps 
sector. this battalion-si« roadblock WQuld lead to the 
collapse of the whole I COIpS position. 

Wainwri&ht himself enoounte.w the block on his 
way to the front and cummandccred a platoon of the 
92d Infantry Division (PA) hcadquartc:rs to auack it. 
After a two·hour ~nu1t with n.o n:sults. Wainwright 
directed alarger fon::e ~ail\5l. the position. led by 92d 
Infantry commander Col. John H. Rodman and COlI· 
sisting of elemen!S of the 91 SI and 92d Infantry (PA). 
the 26th Cavalry (PS). and other units. Rodman's 
attacks on 22_23 January had no CffCC!. IIowcvcr. 
perhaps because his numerous troops had little food 
and few aUlomatic weapons. 

Bl:ClIuse of the continuing road blockage. by the 
evening of 24 J;wuary the U.S. main b.lttle line WIS 
short of food and ammunition. Col. Kearie L. Bcl1)'. 
commanding the hi Division (PA)on the I COIpS line. 
without au\hQriution ordcn:d thedivision to withdraw 

, 

on the morning oflhe25th. Since the road was blocked. 
the division It.ad to move along the COasl, which meant 
destroyinga.ll guns and heavyequipmcnl that could IlOI 

move 011 the beache,. 1l>c cVlICualiOll of the Mauban 
line WIS completed succcs~rully by the evening of 25 
January. 

Wi th both the I Corps and II Corps I i IlCS in disa 1TlI)'. 
Maj. Gen. Ricl1ard K. Sut.hctland. MacAnhur's chief 
ohlaff.on 22 January already had gi~C11 wrilICn ordcl'\: 
10 Wainwri&ht and Parl<.er to withdraw the whole force 
southward flQm t.hc AbuClly·Mauban line into the Pilar 
Bagac line. Heavy artillery and servia: clements were 
to go fil'\:t. beginning dler nightfall 00 23 January. 
Combar.ekmen!S were todcpart the next day. leaving 
one company perh,malion in place as a covering force. 
Thi~5hell Wa!! 10 retire starting 3toooo. 2S Janu;uy. AU 
clcmcnlS wcre to be bo:hind the new line by dawn ofthe 
following day. 

'The evacuation went smoothly in the I COrps 
sector because it was ullller way already. but in the n 
Corps sector the withdrawal did nol go as well. 'The 
artillery and service eicmellls pulled back withou! 
incident on thc nighl of 23·24 January. In the cv8l:ua· 
lion of !.he main combal units. however. t.hcre was 
considerable confusion. especially al they -shaped in· 
Icr.;cctiQn of the east·west road between Abucay and 
Abucay HlOCienda and the w-ealled Back Road run­
ning south. Traffic became hom:noously congested 
and often stoppc:d completely. No military poli02 were 
on h.and to n:gulale it. and whole units became dis­
persed juSI trying to cross. Offia:fS trying to move the 
whole confused mISS 5O\Ith wen: thankful that Japa­
~ artillery did IIOt apply irxc:rdictive lin: to the spot. 

II Corps troops were fortunate IlOl to be bombed at 
the Back Road junction. but at other points they were 
IIOt so lucky. Inqur/a/ }apaMu Army air elements 
were aware of the n:treat and bombed and str.lkd the 
crowded roads in force. Nevertheless. the American 
covering force held lirm. keeping n:tn:ating forces 
from being OIIelTlln. The last U.S. troops to depart the 
Abucay line were the 31st Infamry (PS) al om. 2S 
January. Onthemomingof2tdanuaryihc 194thTank 
RattaliOll (US) slill held a line across the Back Road . 
until il was flanked from the WCSl and Japanese al'lillery 
was broughl to tx:..r. The retrcal of the 194th Tank 
Baltalioo marl<.ed the successful completion of the 
American withdrawal by both colpS sectors into the 
Pllar·Bag.: line. which was well manned. well engi · 
necn:d. and ~till unscarn:d by oombat. 

The operational flaw that forced the U.S. forces 
back lay in thc:irplanning. I'allure: to msolve the gap in 



!he Abucay-Mauban line created by MI. Natib allowed 
!he Japanese to isolate and destroy !he left flank of tho: 
USAFFE II Corps mon: easily and to envelop the rigl'( 
Dank. of I Corps with a devastatingly effOCllve ~_ 

"ocl<. 

The Pilar·Bagac Line (Z6January to' April) 
USAFFE divided the Pilar-Bagac line between I 

ind II Corps KCtOlut!he P;mtingan RIver. AtlUSlIn 
this posi tion Ihe tWO!i«lOB wen: in COflact, fanning a 
continuous line. "(be tength o f tho: coastline was 
reduced. making iteasierto defend apinstamphibious 
envelopment Mt Samalon!he II Corpsside pel1lliued 
good observation of tho: field. and II COrps pia=! its 
artillery !here. In front o f the line !he Pil ar· Bagae road 
could 001 be used foriatcral movemenl. bul American 
engineeB linked a networ1< o f eaSl-WCSI lrail s for this 
PUlJlOsc by mld-Febl\lary. 

TIle II Corps area, elSt Of the Pantingan River. was 
divided Into four ~tors (A. B. C, and D. numbered 
from !heCOJSt), and the I Corps area WCSl ofthe rivc r 
W;lS divided into lefl and riglll seCtors. TIle Japanese, 
still in pumJil of the n:lJ'eating Americans. aHacked 
scctorCon27 January. but Brig. Gen. Oifford Bluemel 
s tood finn with !he 5151 Di vision (PA) and the 32.:1 
Infantry (PA) against three ~ned enemy all.acks. 
Japanese units also al.tadi:ed in the I Corps an:a on 30 
January and 3 February. in\J'\lding clements behind the 
181 Division (PA) lines and fOl1lling illOlated pockets in 
!he American area that were not climinated unlil 11 
February. Japanese auCI1lplS al amphibious wvciop­
ment by battalion_si7.c IInitS on 22 and 26 January and 
I February were oonulincd and suppressed. 

The new American line held al all points. 10 !he 
Sllrprise Of the Japanese who had just pushed through 
the Abucay line. On 8 February. therefore. General 
Homma pulled all lhe 14th Army forces back for a 
major foroc TCO'llaniz.aliOl1. while the moral~ of U.S. 
forces soared . Wainwright be'\i~ed that morale on 
Bataan Wlili higher after beating back the numerous 
attacks in early February than at any other time. 
USAFFE (orces felt a sense of conrldence and pride at 
this point. With e xperience they had t:cgun to master 
the skills of jungle survival and junglc combat, and 
they wen: enjoying success. Amcrican patrols n;IaIt1ed 
boldly in front ofihe line. one as far north;lS the old 
Abucay defense line. 

General Blucmel andsoroeothcr ll Corplofro«rs 
began to favo r a cou nte TOrrens ive 10 rets.ke the AbuClly 
line. Tl>C II Corps hcadquaru::rs !aarr n:jected thi~ 
proposal. however.on the grounds that a general orren. 
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slve would emaust the resources needed to tall)' out 
the maln mlsslon--to hold Manila Bay as long as 
possible. Moreover. forces on the move would be 
exposed \0 Japanese a ir and sea superiority. and troops 
laking the offensiye need more food. gasoline. and 
ammuni tion than those on thedcfcns.ive. Even if U.S. 
forces successfully retook the Abucay line, that would 
onlymean longertlnesofcommunieal.ions and a longer 
coast.aI perlmetenodefend. TIle II Corps headquancrs 
believed that iMlead o f thinking aboul an offensive. 
units shoo.Ild use !he lulllil mengthen their ponions of 
the current defense line. 

Although American morale was high in early Feb­
ruary. the logistical pn:dicament of Ihc encircled 
USAFFE force would cause;13 lighting power to be 
weakened critically in the ncxt twO months, even 
though it was almost fn:e o f conLaCt with the enemy. 
There was a chrunic food sho llage from the mmnerv; 
the forces entered the: peninsula. as well as shortages of 
cloth ing and shelter llalvcs and the like. Troops be· 
came e xtremely resourceful at foraging Jllngle flora 
and fauna. but nonetheless a severe shoRlgc persisted. 

In pan bcCliuse of these deprivations and in pan 
because of the jungle en v i rorun ent, physical deteriora· 
tion and IIlneu affected the Whole force. By March 
vinually alllfOOJlS suffered serious malnutrition. 'This 
meant chron ic fatigue. reduced immunity 10 illness, 
and av i tam i I'I.lIic disca!iCS them selves; beriberi. $CUrvy, 
and amoebic dysentery. Scriberi . caused by a shortage 
ofvitamin B. was oommoo. Malnutrition also e.used 
nig~ blindness and edema. 

Troops suffered from dengue fcycr and hook­
worm. But !he mUSl devasts.tingdiscasc lroops faced 
was malaria. By March. 35 percenl of the force 
actually had malaria. and many of the rest were in­
fected. TIle situation was aggravated by the locationof 
the Pilar-Bagac line in the malaria-infested lowland 
bdW(:Cn MI. Nalib and the M arivelcs Mount.alns.. 

In January aU infocted troops were given quinine, 
bul by Marchtherc was IlOl an adequate SUpplyevcn for 
the acrual sufferers. Dysentery serum. gangrene gas 
antitoxin (to avoid amPu t,"ions). and some sulfa drugs. 
also ran low. although some mherd rugs lasted 10 the 
end o f tte campllign. Surgical hospitals functioned 
efficiently to the cessation o f hostilities. though they 
were increasingly ovcrbunlcro.:d . Although it is IlOl 

clcar why. then: wen: al~t ron hospitalizations be· 
cause of psychologieaJ di!;Ordcrs. 

Bytheend of March American righting pOwerwllll 
hadly eroded by the cumliialive dft(:1 of hllnger and 
Ulneu. In many units half or mon: of the troops were 



incapacitated by malaria and dysentery. OhholiC left. 
offic.el"li commonly ~poned ~ pel"CC:llt combat cffi­
dency ,ometimnaslowas20pen:cnl. MIflYUOClpS 
were able merdy 10 Ii~ a rifle from .1R:nch, bul no 
more. 'flIey could not do physical IdlOr, such as 
carryin, a pack while ~lJealln, . 1lleisc: tonditiOM 
contributed 10 a CIImulalive psychological f-.Jgue in 
!he force . AI III carliersu.ge, sliaggicl"li often could be 
rallied just by an officer's cnoou~mcnt l.O go NcIt 
into billie. l.a1er in!he camptian. however. stragglers 
d~d !helr equipment and ignored such pleas IS 
!hey became physically exhausted and menu.Uy un­
equal 10 oombaJ: duty . 

Mcanwtlile. Ocneral Homma's 14rlllormy was 
~parinll for . major 115$&1111 against !he cktcrionlin& 
U.S. line. TIle American uoops we~ .WaTe 1I"Ia11.he 
14111 Ami)' was movin& rncn and supplies inlO Balun, 
and also discovered Ihat Uomma hd pul a 
counIcTJeOOfllUlIss.arocc scm:n In fnJnl of his linc dur· 
ing!he second week of March \0 obsuua U.s. patrols. 
This i1Cretfi was moved to within 1.000 yards of the 
Amertcan positions. i.c .• !he comln& attack', line of 
depanure. by !he last 'NeCtor MIlfdl. In this llna! week 
Japanese uti1lery and aerial bombudment, previously 
desuJIOl)I, Jxcame intense and feU II all houl"li. 

TIle long_anlicipated JapallC:5C orrcosiV(: finally 
came on 3 April, .ner I heavy aerial and millery 
bomblntment from 10CKl1O lSOO. TIle bombanlmelll 
and the following inf anlry assaull were both focused on 
the Idt from of II COlptI, Sector D. commanc:k;d by 
Brig. Gen. Million S. Lou&J1, In this sector were the 
21st and 41st Divisions (PA), eal:h with three n:gi . 
mrnuon the line. ApillSt this forte General Homma 
hurted the 41h Divisioll and the 651h BrlgtJtk, both 
heavily n:infoll.lcd. 

Theflvc4lourprcpamorybomblrdmo:nl had drt\len 
out the maloourishcd and weakened Filipino lroops. 
TIley were frighlcned, choked hy!he dust. and burned 
by shell-lgnilCd brush fires. They fled IOUth in dimr­
gmized mobs and nothing could stop !hem. The 
burden of I i vi ng i n the jungle wlihoull"CSOl.ltoes for two 
months hfld almost destroyed U.S. forces on !he Pil'f­
Bagal: line even without l'unher intervention by the 
JajWltIC. OM wondcl"li, ho~r, w~r moving the 
U.S. fon::c underground into 'I~och and turtlel system 
might not have allowed the line 10 JUTYive the heavy 3 
April bombardment_ 

Gn\etal u,ugh fclt thatlhe 42d Infantry(pA)was 
a tOla! loss, but !lied 10 pullhe 41$1, 43d, and 33d 
Inflntries (PA) In position 10 block the J~ ad· 
vance.. On 4 April the Japaroese .ttacked fllnher inla 
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thei r breakthrough 0I11he wesl side Of SecIOT D and also 
attacked with lInkson the Cas! side. The ruull was IIw. 
S«:lor Ddisintcgntcel, and !he 2151. Division (PA)_ 
driven back to iu reserve position northeast of Ml 
Samat. with iu left nanl( expo8Cd bccaUle oflhe 41st 
Division '$ disappearance. 

In lhisemergency. Ocneral Part;~r. 1I Corps com­
milldcr, g.v~ Lough the 31st and 45th Infanltic:s (PA 
and PS) and Otherreinfom::mcnu and instructed him \0 

rounte~ltack on !he momin& of 6 April. The 4Sth 
InfUlUy cPS) _10 Idvana: along with the 31st and 
33d up three jun&k l1"Iils. while General Bluemc\, 
commilldcrOfScc!or C. W;lS to suppa" !he Ittack with 
wllery and • simulllrlCOUS unult by !he SIS! Combat 
Team on St.aorC'.len flank. 

On !he same day the Japanese launched I mtjor 
all~k in this same vea. The 6S/h BrlgadewJlllomilke 
a holding attack on the west nant of U.S. SWor D, 
while !he 4111 DOlls/OIl all.ar::ked on the east fin and 
lried 10 break through.. TIle result WIS that on 6 Apil 
lhe 41h DiyiJjO/l met the Philippine AlmY uniuon the 
lrai ls, driving !hem back. breaking through the Ameri· 
can pOIIition,lmIalin& 11 Corps from I Corps. ow:nun­
ning Ml Sarna! <" Corps' artillery position). and 
capturing crilical uall Junctions in the II CoIP' rear. 

The American San Vicente line proved to be ine t­
fCdual. Gcnctalilomma n:soIvcd tostrike through 10 
the east coast. then IIIOYC southward. Although Gen­
eral Bluemel hurriedly sou&htlo SCI up three doefense 
lines along I succession of rivers, these were unable 10 
obmud!he JtpanCSe southward advanoe. 

As !he Japanese 8m , .. p.wry and !he NagllIIO 
D6acltm.!m continuecl rapid I Y south, Gene r.II Bluemel's 
resistance failed and American 11 Corps units Ilod in 
grellt confusion. COmmllldcrs of oombaJ: re&iments 
had no idea where !heir units were. Commlfl(i and 
conlrol in the 11 CoIJl$ $CCI.orev'PQrated aner 6 April. 
III 'mpuitJ/ JIlptJIIU~ ,4,,"y air PQwer strafed the refu­
gec-clowd trails. 

Maj . Gcn. Edward P. Kin&.commantlerort.umrl 
Force. was forced 10 cope wilh the sudden eoUapi\lf of 
II Corps. Gene,.1 M.cArthur had left Com:g;dor for 
Austniia with !he USAFFE headquarters Starr on 12 
Much.. W.lnwri&ht hid been promOlC:d on COrrtgidor 
to oommandcrof whit nominally was • IlCW organiza­
tion, the U.S. f-orces In the Philipp;ncs(USAP). Wain­
wright diose General King III dlief of Luzon Force. 
making him Wainwri"n', operational commander on 
B.taan. 

King'S I Corps Will still hold;n& as of 8 April, 
lhoogh his forces dropped southward to avoid being 



nanked by the deep Japanese peoctratlon of 6 April. 
This withdrawal did not allcviatc Klng'~ dilemma. 
however. since !he JI[)iI""Ie5e foroc.s continlled movina 
rapldl)' IOward his headquaners. King the:rdon: finall), 
ordered the: Provisional CowaI A"illery Bripde{AA} 
to tum away from !he COlSt and form as Infantry just 
nonh of Cabeabcn. 

Wainwright h;ad stmdingorders from MacAnhur 
not losutrtnder. and in faa lale on 8 April Wainwright 
ordered King 10 atl3Ck. with I Corps nonh IOWan:! 
Olongapo. Nevertheless, King oclCrmincd al a confer. 
cnccofhi$ 51aff officer.; thai e~ning thallhe Japal1C$e 
would soon be in artillery range not onI)' of the: U.S. 
Impilals and SCI"<' icc areillS ncar Marivclcs on !he 00i\ISt, 

bul mo of Com:gidor itself. This would be the: ease 
whether the: Americam rolilinucd to re$lst or nOl. so 
lhere WIS no uctical relSOlllO fuT1her endanger hospI . 
lal patients., SCl"<'icclroops. orcombal fon::es. Although 
he IIad no authoriUlion from Wainwrilhl. King an· 
nounced 10 !"lIs staff al midnight thaI he intended 10 
lum:nclcr. 

Klngmel with!he advancinJ: Maj. Gen. Kameichlro 
Nlgano on 9 April and lltempted 10 neeotiale surren· 
der tcrmS for all of Luzon Foltt. Nll:ano look Kirl$ 
pri!lOner OOt did not give any tcrms or rocognil.e any 
$IIm:nder ofthe whole force.. American units were stili 
obliged to sun"tll(kr individually and unconditionally 
10 wha«=vcrcncm), units theyenrountered ..... an-ange. 
mem W i led IOthe unhapp)'evnJtsofthe Batun Death 
March. 

There W(\Uld be more \r.Ivail for U.S. ItOOpS on 
BIlIun, and more combat on Correl:idor, but 15 or9 
April the Amerian opcr.uionaJ campail:fl on Balun 
Willi over. 

Cond llJion 
The sudden disintegration of USflP foltts ~r 3 

April 1942 SIIII.I:W& thai the American .8atun cam· 
paign was a fai lure. Despile this imprtssion. the 
Bataan oper.uJon was a subswuial success In mill )' 
K'.~ctS. Facing III ~r" fora: WI was sn:ater in 
numbe,"" reinrolttlillc. dramalicall), betlcr supplied. 
and $IIpponed b)' complcte lirand sea dominance. u.s. 
BIO\IOO unilli resisted efrectivel)' for thltlC and a half 
months.. "The Ir cfTons lied do .... n I corps-sb.e contino 
I:all of the l".pui41J~t AI1II)" preventill& its usc 
eLsewhere,and distracted h~t-«hcIonJapancscplan. 

nc~ .... ho WIlIC forced \0 continue devotina their finite 
energies 10 lhe rccalchrllll Philippine problem. l1Ic 
IUII.I:OO resistance on Ballln al50 increased the confl . 
dence of the ptllering Allied war effort in • wly WI 
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comb3tlCtlons in Mala)'. and elsewhere I"Iad not done. 
Per1laros the most signi rocant faclOr in the BallWl 

achievemenl was the ov~rall opcratinnal pI;an of tttir. 
in, 10 11"1 arta of such strllCBic imporwx:e tNt In 

adve~ hac! 10 attack il. yet an aru WI was ex· 
In:mely favorable 10 !he defcnder. B~ was jUSl 
such a ICrrlln. II conlrolled lhe international pon of 
Mani]a . w!"llch the Japanese nccdc:d. But II pruenled 
Sl.Ich I IlII!OW land front 10 In ItUlCker that advanlaiCS 
ofnumbel1l, cqulpmmt, and mobili!)' eou.Jd noteasily 
be btwghllo bear. Moreover. the: mounlalnous terrain 
covcmJ wilh jungles on Ilataan offcred limited rlCldll 
of fire. which mitigated thc effect of In advel5af)'-s 
superior firepower. Once the U.S. forttS pul a line 
across th!: peninsula, il wa.(difficult fortheJlIpmcse 10 
aoJvancc regardless o f how many units the)' h3(\ in the 
ma. 1lle credit for !hi, method mUSI go to th!: 
Dpn1Itionai planner.; who devised WPO-J. Resource· 
!ill stall omoe,", designed Lhe Balun solution befOlt 
war in the Philippines even seemoo likcl)'. 

The Balaan plan was rl()\ perfectly e ~ccutcd, how. 
ever. in several respcclS. Suppl)' on BiI\un was disas· 
trously in.aOcq.,alc, and the n:ason for this was tNt 
MacAnhur, bea:inninglnOctober 1941. lbandoned the 
mOlkst defens ive Bata.ln solution in favorof an acti~ 
defense of the Whole PIIilippinc archipelago. More· 
oyer. both he and hissupcriors in Lhe WarOep.inmcnl 
believed m-I ircrodudng moder.ue air assets into the 
Philippines would malic defense 0( aI] the Wamlt 
possible. and perhap~ deler allack a ltogelhcr. 
MacAnhur fliled 10 appreciate wllDOdelllle ai rasscts 
muld be OV1:tmn1C b)' an enemy's lir USCU. and did 
not in themselvcs provide In)' decisive advantage 10 
lhe defender. 

Onlyon23 December 1941 did MacAl"thur!umtn 
WPO-J,cven though the plan had nooffieial $lIlndinl 
at the time. It _ onI)' I fonner. put plan. though 
fomuutel), 0I"It d i ilC"arded re<:e:m1)' enough that off teen 
SlilI remembcmJ it. failure 10 main WPO-3 through· 
out ]941 meant that supplics were 11()1; stockpiled 
adcqualclyon BalUn. thaI no pennancm fonifl(:llionll 
wen:: buill, and thaI fifteen dly' passed after!he atlack 
on Peart Harbor before siplifieant uanspon 10 the 
peninsula began 1lle consequent shortalilCS meard 

discase casualties. misery, and premalure disintegra· 
tion of the comhat line afler 3 April. l1Ic opcration.al 
pllll was 5(lIIoo. bIIt wuk lo&iSlics jWUall)' under­
mined iL 

The Balaan operalional plan ;\SClf was not fl ...... 
Jus. of OOUr.le. l'Iacinl: lhe Abuea),.Mauban line 
astride Ml Natib made;1 much easier for the posillon 



to be tumed. On the Pilu·8aglC tine, the operational 
di sposit ions ~re better. bul defensive UICIic:s were not. 
Given !he two· month lull In comhat. and the Japanese 
proOOminance In anillery and air power. it behooved 
USFlP IIllOpIIO move as much of their line iU possible 
Into uenche$ and tunncls. Food slloruges would !lave 
made such Jabot difficult. but this Ilene would !lave 
~Idded trOOpii from thcdestl\lction of mISSive bom­
bardment. This omission 11110 w&! a major factorln the 
early di~tution of the American tines after 3 April. 

The U.S. Bltun C3/IIpaign was far from pc:rfOCl. 
Still, by shrewd employment of lIS limited combat 
Jt:!1t\Urces. American fom:s on SWIll ach~ved far 
more than military policy makeT$:m nonnlilyentltlcd 
lOupea. 

Dr. Tilomus M . Hwbu illllr.llwrimllIIlh<Combal 
Sludiu IfIJ,irlile. U.s. Army C()mmaIId tuJd GlMral 
Sra!JColltgt. FOfl UQvtI'lIWHIll. K(JJU03. 

A Note on Source 
This paper iJ hao;ed on seleclCd published and 

unpublimcd SOUrtes. TIle key unpubli!lhol;l m~lCri~1s 
IACiudc two rnanuSCTipu: Maj. Car1os J. Hmel1l, PA, 
"'The Philippine Cons~bulary In the Bailie of the 

f'tlilippinesH (Fort luvenWOtll'l. Kans.: U.S. Anny 
Command and General Slarr College, 1941); Mij. 
Alfredo M. Santos, PA. '"The Flrst Regular Division in 
the B:ttUeofthe 1't1111ppine5" (Fon leavenworth. Kms.: 
u.s. AnnyCommand andGcncrai SiafTColiege. 1947); 
and • rtpOrt by l..L (kn. JOIIlIthan M . Wainwrillhl, 
"Report 01 Operations of USAFfE and USRP in the 
l't1ilippines. 1941-1942" (fon Sam How.1OR. Tex.: 
Hcadqulrlm, 4th Anny. 1946)-lncludlng AnllC~C!I 
IV. V. XIII, ar.d XIV. 

The principal p.lbUshcd sources include Louis 
Morton. The Fall ofille Plr.llippillu(WasltinglOn: U.S. 
Anny Center of Milll;UY HiStory, 1953): Marl< S. 
WalSOn. Cllid of Slaff; P,rwo,r Pkuts and Pf(para­
liollS. Tlr.e War Oepartr/ltM ( Wa.~hlngtOf1. D.C.: U.S. 
Ann), Historia.1 Division, 19.'iO); U . Gen. Lew;s H. 
Bre~ton. Tlr.t 8,trtlOll Dlarlo (Ne .... York: W;lliam 
Morrow, 1946); Wesley F. Craven Ind James L. Calc. 
edilOl$, plJvu: aNi Early O~'III;OIlS. JanlUlry 1919 to 
1414811.11 1942. Vol. 1, Tlr.e Army Air Forcu 11'1 Wnrld 
War II (Chicago: Unive~;lyofOticago Pren, 1948); 
and l.1. Gen. Jonathan M . Wainwrtghl. Gt!IIt!T(ll 

WllilfWt'iglr.fl Slory (Gmkn aty, N.Y.: Double.hy. 
1946). 

Editor 's Journal 

This issue of Army Hiswry focusesOrl the brave 
American and Flliplno defense of 8man and 
Comgioor during the early months of 1942. In 
addition. muctl of the pn.:so:nl i5SUC (dcliyai rome­
wllal by 5Onwa~ problem,) is devoted 10 a compre­
hellli~ Indc~of ArmyHiJIOryi5SUCSthmugtll99l. 

Mr. Cltartcs R. Andenon of our FIeld and 
Internalional Division compiled Llris t!~tensive In­
lier. In the hope that our readers win rewn ;1 IS I 
reference lool . S. Sgt. OtristopherOloppclas of the 
SISt MHO initially conctlvc:d of the database for­
mat we 11511.:d . My very spedll thaw 10 Mr. looson 
("kb") 8cnncll and Mr. John Blnningham of our 
MII8<um Division. who pullogc:ther the ftl1lll foon 
of the Index d~tabise durin; many "f= " hours. 

Hcncefonh. we: will endeavor 10 produce an 
annual ino:le~, now that Army Hlslory has bc<:omc: 
more euensi~ in i\$5;« and oovel1l~ 

It Is t;me to bcgin thinking about the Confer­
ence of Anny Histori:lllS this coming June. The 
PfUII1IIII forthis professional gathering is printed on 
pp. 37 .... 1. 1lIe conference has tWO mljor themes 
this year--1be War In the Gulf and i\$ Aftermath. 
ar.d 1lIe U.S. Anny In World War II : The Mcditer. 
IIIIUl1 andEuropean'ThemlS, 1943-1945. Anum­
berof our friends and colleagues from o.-erseas will 
be auendlng. 

A ~giW'a1ion form for the conference appears 
inside the backoovcrofthis issue. Coruiderphoto. 
copyln, II or \Carini il out as 50011 :u possible. 
Please note that the deadline for ~gjstralion is 20 
April. 

Amold G. Ascii. Jr. 



The Chief's Corner 
lIaroid W. Nd~n 

In thi, i""uc we devote: t;OfnC attention 10 the 
campail:fl in tI'w;: Pllilippirc:s.. 8 Dec:mher 1941..6 MIY 
1942. Loui, Monon'l TM Fall of/Ju Philipp/flu Ind 
hisSt,,,ltgy ,,/ldComnt(J/Id: Tilt Fj,stT_ Yews in tile: 
Center of Militlry HislOry's United Slates Anny in 
World WarH In: c1usicson Lhesubjecl Slili wollhyof 
ean:ful ;1Uenlion. So too is a new book by U . Col. John 
W. Whiunan. B/UQQ/I: OurwlDllC1l (seethe n:view 
In this Is.~uo:). Most Americans know little aboutlhc 
defense of 8 ataan and Corregidor. but the J.Wry of 
tM!;e ckfendcB deserves our consideration in thc:!c 
uncc:nain limn, 

Throullhoul the 19205 and 1930:1; U.S. Slrolltl)' 
envisioned a mi~cd U.S.·Filipino fora: dcfcndln&; MI­
nillllurbor \lI>Iillhe fkct WIIld anive with rtlicf and 
rtinfon:o:mcnt. hoIdinll out for as lon& l5.h 1IIOIIths. 
The lCIu31 CJmpailln reminds us of the pn:IbIcm~ en_ 
countered ... lw.:n ~tl'"3tellY chan~ rapidly and i~ inad. 
equately rtilOUru:d. 

In the summer of 1941 U.S. military Slrate&i~L~ 
dedllellthallpng-rarll:C bomtx:1'!I baSC<.l in the Philip­
pine~ coulll deler or. if deterrence failed. destroy an~ 
Japanc~ invl~ion roroc Ihal might allcmpt 10 seb.c key 
resions in Soulhcl!;\ Asia. ~ buildup of the: lJ-11 
n(ll:l in the: Philippines ... ao:. incomplete when the Jap.a­
tIeIOe lllrucir on II Decem"" r 194 I , but Gc:1ICf1I1 DouSlas 
MacAnhur IIad modi !led hi~defcnsive COI"ICCptS in line 
wilh the promisesofairpowcr and in kcepina wilh his 
confidence in the Philippine Ann)'. Now he hoped 10 
defeat lhe J~5C inv;xler on the beaches.. 

The Japane5C air auack destroyed the 6·11 nccfs 
abilily 10 defcat an invasion foree. 1111: wtnglh and 
$po:ed of lhe Japane5C landing~ were thertfOt"C grt~!cr 
111m CicncraJ MacAnhur had CSlimalcd. and lhe InYad­
ersoverran signirocant stores of supplies a~ the defend · 
ers fell back lodcfcnsivc I incson lhe: 8 alun I'I::nlnsull. 
TIx:wlllbincd U.S. and Philippine roltt~conductcd I 
valiJnt dcJen<e in spilC of being poorly lrained. 
undcnnanned. inadequately equipped. and OUtsulU"ll:d. 
bp:UlUoC ~, and lirpower isoble<! the defenders. 
limiting re!'UppI)' 10 token amounts. Shan ralions. 
di~l.~. and lack of supplies bloke the derc....: of 
8atun l.~ :rurely is Japanese offensive IClion. and 
tho!iC same factOrsdoorncd the:defendcrsofConr~idor. 

1111: new Jolm PUb I, JoiM W"Ij",t of tilt U ~ 
Armtd Forcts. remind~ u~ Wt "jolnt iCams must be 
lrained and ready priono connict," and "all our people 
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mlUt be adcpl JI Vl'l)rkJlIJ wilh others. both a fcllow 
membcnof the U.S. Armed Forccsatld willi ,nics and 
olh::t foreil:fl partners.·· .Ioint PUb I USCS CKJmplCS of 
~S5C1 in OUt milit.ry pII~t tO n:infom: these: impor­
tml points. bul they Ire ju.'1 U clear in the tragic 
sKrifi~ in the Philippinc:~ in 1942. Soldiers of 
dcmocl11!ic nalions arc unsurpa.~scd fOT"a]OT. resolute­
ness. and inili alive. bill they rlsll eniCrl"8 the first 
battJcs of their n3lion 'l .... rs woet\llly u~. 
Hen: in Wl..~ington..ve Ire u~in& these tragic Icssms 
of history 10 help dceilionmallcl1 understand the n:­
quirancnl fo •• lrained. reldy TouJ Armyof lteaervc., 
Nllional Guard. and Active componenu. General 
Sullivan is dctamincd \0 Mbn::ak the mold" or anlSal· 
lalilll fonx: tcductiOtlJ th2lluve followed our yictories 
in past WIn. Hi$torilmthroughoul the: ArrnymUSl do 
wlut lhcy can 10 conlribute tfllllis dfoM. 

• • • 
1111: Cenler il in the pmcc.'Ili of moving 10 k~'<W 

space In Fl11nklin COUll, • iiI'(: ne w building al 14th and 
"L··SIn:ct.NW. Thismoyc ... ,11 putlheCentcroolsitc 
mon: lC(:C&!.iblc 10 our vl~llf1rs. give III o f ourcmploy­
o;:e.$lIicquile work filClIlllcs, and bring Anny An bICk 
underthe Qmc: mof ... ithCMH. OuremcrgtnCymovc 
to Soull"ousl Federal CenlCr In 1990 Wis enonnous:ly 
di5l1lplive. hut our staff MJ(lldkn:d on" in spite of the 
many difficulties. I..ookilll back. theonly ""nefit l can 
see from WI unfonwwe move ..... the eaabllshmcnl 
of.small hi.9.oryoffice inthe I'I::nt.&OII. Wcwi ll reuin 
that forward office. for it Ilas provw;\.I \/110M in ... 11 

and peace. Qurrepresmwlycs who work there endure 
the crowded oonditi(ltll common \0 J't-nllion offices. 
Il ... as easy to!lnd yolunlctr.l for the duly while the n:51 
of us were inSoutheasl Fede~ Center. Nowil will be 
the challenge o f qulck -re~~ K1ion tcqJircmcms 
thal will allraet hi$lOri:utS \0 Ihc: Pt:nlagon. 1111: rest of 
uS look forwlrd III welcoming you into I more appro. 
priate 5ctting as we Iddreu your IIOOlIs in mUSC\.lm or 
Olhcr hislOry mallCl1'. We ... iII p.ablish new tclcphDnc 
and FAX numbef51S 50011 as they m assig:ncd. We 
hope IOcomplctc: the rroove 5O!!ICIimc in MlY. Ournew 
address ... i\l be IS follo .... 5: 

U_ S. Anny Cmtf r o f Milillry H lsllN""Y 
11I9\I141h Strm, NW 
Washln~lon . D.C. lOOOS-34Cll 



The Archaic Archivist 

The/tXlI$ of/his Archaic Archivist i.llheJopQllese 
l)I/aCkQII 'he Philippiu Islands duri/lg Wor/dW"r If. 
Pe"iM,,' fHlII"s/'QI1I the Archives B,/Jllch of/he U.s. 
Army Military Hiswry "uli/u/, (MHI) at Carlisle 
Barracks. PenllSylvlUIia 1701 J-JQQ8. ar, """d. Read­
tTslhould ~a' i/lmind thai o/htTmanUSCTipll.prinltd 
material. and picturts all ,Iw/subject art alIa (lvail­
able at the IM/iMt_ 

The AmeriCllll military pm:ence in !he PIlilippi/leS 
from 1898 to 1941 i~ Wl:U documented in !he Institute's 
archives. From !he years immediatelypreadlng Worid 
Wu II can be cited six boxes of papers (primarily 
newspaper clippings) of General Frri Parker. and 
four boxes of diaries. lellers. and papers of General 
George Gronen. Commanding Generals of !he I'tlHip­
pine Department. 1933-33 and 194{)..41, respectively. 
Nso available from that prewar decade is the Army 
War College Curricular Arehivn. reflecting !he allen_ 
lion !he Ann y senior educatlonal institution was g i v ing 
10 the worsening international ~ituation. Within those 
schooJ files arevariow: wargame scenarios, including 
War Plan ORANGE for a poAAible confliCI tx:tWCl:n!he 
United States and Japan. 

That possihility OCcamc a l"Cality in ~mbcr 
1941. /IOl only at ~arl Hamor, oot also in the Philip­
pi/l(:ll. The most impollant MJIJ manuscriptS on !he 
altack on Amcrica's western i'acHk poue.~sions are 
the "'Louis Monon files"' within the Office Of the Olier 
of Military History (OCM H) COltection. Those files 
consist of nineteen boxes ofperson,,1 nxollections and 
diaries as Wl:ll as oflletal repons, orders, and docu­
ments from !heU.S. Anny. Army Air Foree. Marine 
Corps. and Navy, and the PIlilippine Commonwealth 
Anned Fon:e.o;. wllich Doctor Monon gathered in the 
course of writing TIle Fall of the PhilippiMS for the 
official series. TIle United St3teJI Anny in World War 
U. Aficrthebox had beencompieted,QCMH (nowthe 
U.S. Army Cemcr of Military HiStOI)') tratlsferred the 
Monon files 10 the Institute so that the primal)' source 
material i\:Sl;lf could be ,vailable 10 ICsearchers. 

TIle Institute also haslhe per.;ooal pape~ of 50ntC 
prominent Amcrican generals woo helped defend the 
PIli I i ppi ncs: the d i arks and papers of General Jonalhan 
M. Wainwright, who succeeded General Douglas 

MacAn.hur in overall command: the lellers of Brig. 
Gen. ClinlOll A. Pierce. who commanded the 2l'lCh 
Cavalry Regiment (PS) and later the West Sector of 
Ralaan; the repon of Maj. Gell. George F. MooIC. who 
commanded the hamar defell.'IeS of Manila Bay; and 
the memoirs of Brig. Gen. Lewis C. Rcclx:, who served 
as chief of staff of the U.S. Anny Forces-Far F..a~t 

(USAFFE). 
Amon: the junior officcll; on LU1.on were several 

who rooc tohi:b rommand in postwar )'Call;. Pn:cmi_ 
nent amongthem was a rocld orrlC(;ror thc57th Infantl)' 
Regimem(ps)named Harold K. Johnson. Aquanerof 
a centul)' later. General JOllnson served as Anny chief 
of staff during the Vietnam War. Another was Capt. 
(later U Gen.) Alva R. filCh. who served 35 a baualion 
commander;n the 71 stl'tlilippine Field Anillery Regi ­
ment. In the mid-l960s he selVed as deptny direclOr of 
the Deferu:e Intelligence Agency. Lt. John M. Wright, 
also an aniUeriSl in the PIlilippines--with the 91S1 
Coast AniUery Regimeru (PS)-wem on \0 command 
a divi~lon In Vietnam. Oral hiStOry transcriptS are 
available by allthrcc officers. In addition, Cap!. (tater 
Maj . Gen.) Chester L. Johnson of the 24th Field Ani!­
lery Regimen! (PS) has donated two boxes containing 
$Omeofhi~own papel1Sa~ well as IIC(:QUnts byofficers 
of other units in the USAFFE. 

Also available arc the diary and family letters of 
Col. Willam C. Braly, G-3 of the harbor defenses of 
Manila Bay. His diary is all the more cclehrated for 
having been recovered on Com:gidorby the American 
paralloopcrs who recaptured the island in f'ebrual)' 
1945. more tIUIn six monlhs before the rolond himself 
was rcpwiatcd . Another important holding concern­
ing COrregidor is the collection of primary source 
material~ gathered hy WilHam and James BeIOle for 
their bonk, CorregidtJr; TM Saga ora FortreM. 

Additional pell:ptt\ives on operatiOM in LU7.nn 
may be fOUnd In the memoirs of LL Col. E. Cm 
F.ngclhan of the Philippine Dep<lrtment Slaff; the un­
abridced dial)'ofCol. Richard C. Mallonceofthe 21st 
Philippinc Field Anillcl)' Reciment: the papers of Maj. 
Charies E. N. Howard. Jr .. of the 88111 field Artillery 
Regiment (PS); the log of Cap!. William H. Owen of 
the 91st Coast Anillery Regiment (PS); the diary and 
memoirs of Lt. Col. James W. Callahan of the 4Sth 



Infantry Regimenl (PS); !he diaries o f Col. Philip T. 
Fry and Lt. Col. Dmnis M. Moore,!he papers of Capt 
lohn Ii Olson, and recollections of Col. Edmund J. 
Lilly-all of !he 51th Infantry Regimenl (PS); and the 
diary of Co!. Oarles S. Lawrenoeof theTariac Q uar­
lermasler Depot. 

The first six mOlllhs of the war in the southern 
islands also are suoogly represented. One e~ccptiOfl­
ally imporuru souroe corWSIlI of !he personal leners 
and memoirs of Brig. Gen. Bradforll G. Chynoweth, 
commanderofthe Vlsayan Force. NOItwonhyas well 
= the family JettersofCoI. William H. Braddock, lhe 
surgeon of the Vlsayan-Mindanao Force; the diary of 
Col. Eugene H. Milchell o f the 6151 Philippine Regi ­
meru; and a reporl by Col. Howard J. Edmands of the 
Cebu Military Police Regiment 

Throughmlt the islands., American and Filipino 
IrOOps fOUght valianlly, but by April-May 1942. they 
were compelled 10 surrender. "The end of organized 
resislanCe, ho~ver, did oot mcan the end of all hoslili­
ties. Allied soldiers who remained freeor whoescapcd 
from capdvhy waged guenilla warfare against the 
Japanese occupation forces. This panisan warfare is 
reflec!ed in the papers of Brig. Gen. Russell W. 
Volkmilm. theol1ll h.lstoryofCol. Donald D. Blackburn, 
and the reminiscmces of Capt. Marie M. Wohlfeld on 
Luwn; !he box of memoirs. diaries, and messages that 
L\, Col. CbarlesT. R. Bohannonga1hcred from fellow 
guerrilla officers on Luzon, CCbu, Palawan, and 
Mindoro; and \he recolleetions Of Col. We ndell W. 
~rtig, and o f civiliaro; Jacob Deisher and Royce 
WCIldoveron Mindanao. 11le oral hisl0ry of Maj. Jay 
D. Vanderpool, moreover, recountS his insertion inlO 
northern lU1.01l in November 194410 conlaclGenc:ra1 
Volkmann's guenillas befoft. the landing of Genenll 
MacArthur's fon:cs. 

For mOSl Amelicans on Bataan. Corn:gioor, and 
the southern islands, however, !he months and years 
after the spring of 1942 we~ ~pe:nl in prisoner of war 
camps in !he Philippines and. for some. in Taiwan, 
Ko~a, and Manchuri a, Many of !he diaries. !ellers, 
memoirs, oral hislOries. and papers that are ciled above 
continue 10 recorll !he years of captivily. Colonel 
Olson's papers 3ft. especially strong In Ihat regard, for 
he se .... ed as American adjutant for prisoners of war al 
Camp O'Donnell following the Bawn Death March. 
In addition 10 wanime documenlS, his collec!lon In­
cludes lwelve boxesof souroe malerlallhal he gathered 
for his book, O' DoMtU: AN1uSOfIVIII~ o{lh~ Pat:ific. 
Colonel Braly's papers. moreover.ITlClude numerous 
notebooks wllicll reflCCl how prisoners passed \he lime 
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10 prese .... e their SpirilS. Addilional prisoner of war 
holdings m!he diary of Pvl. George F. Gallion, the 
papers of OT. Eugene C. Jacobs. the memoirs of Maj. 
Dwighl Galli and Cap!. Harry H. Mittcn1hal. and the 
oral hislOry IT1lTISCriplS of members Of the Anny Medi · 
cal Specialist OJrps and Of the Anny Nurse Corps. 11le 
reminiSCCIICCs of Richard Johrl9OTl reoountihe priSOTl 
experiences of an Anny civilian employee. and the 
Slonto Tomas Prison Camp executive council minutes 
cover American and filipino civilian inlemecs in gen­,,,I. 

From ihcse varying perspecllves of civi lians. en­
listed persormcl , junior orrlCers, future generals. and 
wartime I:encrals. thedcfense of the Philippines. 1941-
1942. and ils aftennath. are well documenled In the 
an.;hives of the U.S. Anny Military HiStory In.<;[imle. 

Personal Memoir 
on Bataan Recommended 

From lime 10 lime we li ke 10 keep our It'aders 
up 10 date aboUI new privately published books 
on military hislOry. One such volume for !hose 
inlCres!ed in the Anny's campaign on B3\aarl is 
Wt RtntUl1bu BaU14n aM Ca" egidar: Th~ 
S/Ory of 1M Anrerican &: Filipino DqtMerJ (j 
BQl(UUt aM Corregidnr and Th~i' Captivity by 
1I. OJI. Mariano Villarin, USAR (Rel.) . 333 
pag& Colonel Vallarinpanidpa!ed m!he Bawn 
C41mpaign and he brings a Filipino perspeclive 10 

American SludentsofWorid War" In the Philip­
pines. Villarin qootcs e~tensivcly from !;Cveral 
oIher panieipams, who find voice ihrougll this 
book. 1llcre arc ro TlCW stralegie or tactical 
bombshells in !his lICCOUnI, bullhcre are fa5(:inal­
ing and very personal accounts of the Dealh 
March. the prison camps. and the lTI.gcdy Of the 
O"Qtu Marw. Intelt'Sied readers can order this 
publication dil"\:Ctly from Mariano Villarin, Bo~ 
3614,Long Beach, Calif. 908QS{)614 for $21 .95, 
plus $1.4g for California sales ta~ ($3.00 mon: 
for overseas shipping). 

A. G. Fisch, J r. 



The Forgotten Reform 
The Institution of a System of Field Maneuvers 

in the U.S. Army, 1902·1912 
Charlo, D. McKenna 

In the llicnnathoflhe Spanish·American War, the 
Unlled S~ Anny was Ilibslantillly rtfonned at the 
hUligatlon ofSccrctlry of Wlr Elihu Root. CCfIlrailO 
the rtfonn begun by Seen:llry Root wu the creation of 
the general5LIlHortheArmy. F()(his role in this and 
other instltullonal dIaJIa;cs carried OUt under his direc­
tion. Root deserves I prominent plla: in Amc:ricm 
militlry hislOry. lb::rt was, howeve r. anclement in his 
progl1llll of refonn which histOrians haYe cithcrtendcd 
\0 igrort or to treat but fleelingly . This neglmed 
element Wall his leadership in instituting I syslcm of 
field m~uw:rs fonne Anny. (I) 

When Root became 1ICCf'Cllry of WIt on I Au&ust 
1899. few people expected him 10 initiate I PfOI:rarTI Or 
JIIb5I.anUlll rdonn wllhln!he WI( Depanmcru. He had 
no experience in military m~uers. Pra;,dcnl McKinley 
w.nted wrponllc ;1Uomcy Root lO adminiSler the 
n.tion'~ newly WOn colonl:ll emplre. Bill the se<:ICtary 
was keenly intelligent. c~i»blc and looroogh. Root 
re:lliled IhJ1 the bllure!ofthe War Departmenl during 
the rca:ntly ooncludcd wlr "'ilh SlNoin llad ~n the 
result Of an I~ic Iys&tm. not inept individuals. He 
00f'IC11Ided Ilw. III define and CJ.CCUte IfI efficient rolo· 
llial policy he woutd haye to f'Cform and Il'Clfganizc the 
principal excauors Of thai policy. the War Department 
and the Anny. (2) 
'fhc.condillon of the Anny .nd War Dcparunent in 
Ig98 provided ample jUSlifiCJIlion for Root'5 conelu· 
sioru. The department was .micted by a number of 
seriOUl deficiencies. The Rceubr Anny. nwnbcrillll 
just ovcr 28,OOQoff1CCQ and men. was pillfuUy small 
and dispersed ~eally. Pankipalion in nm· 
palJll$I&ainsi the indians honed the figluingskHI$ of 
individllal c:ompanic:s, but no system existed for trun· 
in& orevlluatin& the IKIkal pronclency oftargcrunilS 
such as bri&adcs ordivisions and the commanders who 
would lead them in the field. (3) The "frec" security of 
the United Stales during the nineteenth cenlury had 
allowed COngress to ccooomi« consistently in the 
arn of military eKpcndirurel. (4) No plans cKistcd for 
mobill1.atlon or campaia;n. nor did an Igency nist 
whose duty it WOUld be 10 dnon them. Improvements 
in equipment and weaponry notwithstanding. in5llffi · 
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clem quantities ulsted III equip an uJWldCd anny. 
Thc system of divided tOntrol and responsibility at the 
topin the WMDcpartment seemed to posscssas mud! 
potmtill forchaons for efflelency in urisis. Rnally. 
the militia syslt'm appcated unablc to provide suffi · 
cient numbcl1 of tr.1ined and reliablc uoops to mn· 
force lhe RCJUlar Anny In case of war. (!I) 

Vlaory in the waragaiost Spain was taimc4 by the 
apparently incompetent wa~ in Which the wholc affair 
had ~n waged. f'CwcrlhanoncofsiK men mobili7.ed 
cver len the United Slalcs. More !han ten times as 
many men died of disc:UC' Ihan from battlc. Sanitary 
conditions in the assembly carnPl' ....ert abominable. 
Thc dcpiIO)'lllCrI. of the eKpedi tlon to Cuba WH cllaotk:. 
Unpn:ccdcrl.ed covcnge of the war by the ~ t ept 
the headlines fiUtd with SIOriel of mism;magcmc:nt 
and raised I popular outcry to di5CQVer and punish the 
culprits. 

Much of the misman;tgement of tile warclTOI1 was 
attributed to SecrelaryofWar Russell A. Alger. (6) He 
m;dc: an CJLCcllcnt $CApC8oal for the failliTC of United 
Statts military policy in general. and .ner nurm:T(JUS 
demands for his resignation. he finally resigned in 
1899. 

s.:,Ctetary Rool's fif'S{ priority was 10 strcnJ:lhen 
the Regular Anny. In his first Innual rcpon. Root laid 
the groundwork and sct the tone for his sutJscquent 
progl1llll of refonn . The secretary ciled t"'O propo$i· 
tions as "fundarnenlal": 

Rm: 11w the ohjcct ofltaving an anny is to 
pI'OVide ror war. 

SCOOnd:llut the rciularCSlabiishmcnt ." wiU 
probably never be by iISClf the wholc madlint with 
which .ny war will be fOll&N. (7) 

ROOI 's first proposition implied the need forprcpa· 
ration befolC the OIItbn.:ak ot wlr. which vrould likely 
mean a larger anny as well. Prtparallon consistC(! of 
four interrelated elcments: first. "systematic study by 
Tl:s:pt)lI$ible officers"; second. "the p!'Cparation of the 
material of war"; Ihinl. a p!1)OeSS of sclcaion "accord· 
Ing II) merit and clTcalvmcss among the offiaT'S of the 
:um~"; finilly. the ··exerclse Ind tBining ... of the 
Anny in the mOVcmCfll of I'"e bodies of troops ... 



under conditions ;qlpfU;JChing ;as nutty ;as ponible 
those ... in '11M." (8) 

For ~ nelll three )UIS the illlUm:<:tion in ~ 
"hutppines w;as the maln pieoa::upWon for the WII: 
Departmenl and provided Roon pt1nd~ mlorwe 
for IllCIU5ina ~ size Of the Regular Anny. Root', 
assiduousc:amp:a;gning was rewarded In February 1901 
when Conlress passed an aa that filled ~ Regular 
Anny at )0 regiments of infantry, 15 rqlmcnll of 
cavalry, I corps of anlllery, tOl.al ltn:tlgth between 
6O.lXX) ;00 I(IJ,(UJ men, and ~ubAllUted periodic 
IOtAtlon of SUrf ollkers for permanent appolnuncnlS. 
~) 

By the $prinl of 1902 Root had acllicved substan· 
tial prol~ in other clforu to rdonn ancI reorslllize 
the Anny and 1.hc WarO:panmcnl. The Regular Anny 
IIad been enllfgCd lOdell with the Philippine Insun'eC. 
lion. The e$lablishrnent of the Anny War CoIlcgc in 
1901 oITem! &lUI hope for intptOYClilCUII in milit.ry 
educ.tion. Measures were pcndins In Con&JeSS II) 

establish. ecncm st;IT Ind refonn the militia. The 
secreury was ihcn able 10 lum lIis allcntlon 10 ~ last 
but ocl'Uliniy oot 1.hc ICIIllI clcrnall fMX('1,I ,), for an 
Inn)' 10 prepare for war, a system of field mlUlCuvers. 

Though seemingly preoccupied .... ,tll other mat· 
ten;. ROllI W(llt:ed 10 bring about field mlUlCuvcn;ln ~ 
Anny almost from the day he look officc. In public 
stalemCl1U and in official reporu he ar&ued for cxcr· 
ci_ involvini br&c bodies of men in ol'lk:r 10 live 
offiCCtS CXpcriCllCC M'pproximatinl as nearly as po$' 
sible 10 !hat which .... ill be encountem! .... hen the war 
mM:hlncry is n;qui~ to do its proper WOrt:,M (10) In 
1901 ROllI $tCUred an approptiation of 110.000 fOl' 
$Urveys 10 selcet four si~s, po5Sibly 10 uablish them 
U penn:ll'lCllt camps for~ instruction of~ Regulu 
Army and National Guanl. One of those four sites 
recommended. FonRiley, Kmsu,alreacly belonged 10 
the national government The hoard reponed in 1902 
that the purchase of !he rem al nl ng shes WOIIld facilitat~ 
the conduct of annual maneuvers for alnge ponlonof 
~11II.t1 and or&lIli7..cd milili., (11) 

The submission of the bo.:Ir(n report coincided 
IYith an improved il'llcmaliMliI siTuallon 10 c ~ale a 
f.vortble llellillg for the instiTUlion Offield maneuvers. 
The si lUlition in The Philippines beaome more stable in 
the summer of 1902,enabling ~ War OcpartrllCllt II) 
swion more 1.roDpII in the United Slltes Ind in I'rae< 
g:arTisons than IIad been qu.te"", domestically .inoc 
the war with Spain. Fort Riley Sl.lC:med .logical.'~ for 
otwlous «DnDmk reUORS. Bul beyond Ihat, ROllI 
pointed oulthatlhc whol.c project would be consistcnt 
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with ''Gencm Sheridlll', original idea ofFon Riley," 
where units couJd be pI.ced In the Held and given ~;IS 
IICM 11\ assimilation of actual llervice conditions IS 

ponibk. M (l2) 
In Augusll902 the War Dc:pIfIJT1C11I charged the 

commanding gcncrlll of the Dc:pllrtmcnl Of Missouri, 
Maj. Gen. John C. BaICII, wilh the n::sp:lIlSihiUly of 
conducting these firll mancu'iCrs. AsIde fmm ~ 
St.11emcnts that it .... IS I··r uU y dctennined policy" of ~ 
War Dc:panmrntlOirIJugurale m.ncuven;on an annu;u 
basis. a ··I3Ck of fu,.,s rather than disinclination to 
attend" would impact signirlcantly on pM1lclpation by 
~ militia. and somcOlher gcneral instnlctlons. Sates 
w;as left esscnti.lll y on his own 10 u ndenaJce this projccL 
(13) To design the program lO be followed and the 
maneuvers 10 beconducted, BMCS cornrencd a !nardof 
officers headed by the man many "menan miliwy 
men oonsidcrcd the (Jna! arl;Jiteron milia')' ta:tics and 
stralegy. Col.. Atthur L Wasna. (14) 

Tbc body of upcrimce upon which the !nard of 
officers could dra .... when pi_Mini the maneuvers at 
Fort Riley wu not impressive. Umiled exercises IIad 
been held at the Cavalry and Li&hl Arti1lc')' School at 
Fort Riley H an oUlglO'Nl.h of • course in lXIical 
exercises developed by Wagner and others at Fort 
Lelycn\lo'Orth. But by b r lhe mOSl imposing examples 
ofho .... lOconducl milflCuvcrs were those oITcred by ~ 
professional armies of Europe. There, among other 
mings. mlUlCuvcrs promoted Ind encouraged mutual 
acquaillWlCC and support amonl the branches of ~ 
service. helped II) m in commandclS, and .11owed men 
at all \eYel! 10 demOO$UllIC th:ir fitneSS for oommaJW1, 
01' lack of h, provided opportunities 10 praclice CUnenl 

tac:lics or cvalUlite new COhCCpu. (IS) 
Orroccrs pllMing maneuvers 10 be held at Folt 

Riley in Seplanter 1902 were conscious of the Eun::>­
pcanexamplc. Rcrogni7.1n, thaI ~ 36 squ= milesof 
the ~rvation did 1101 allow sufficicm territory and 
some participants did IlOl pDSSCss the tactical profi­
cicocyto conduct maneUVCI1 In Ihc European style, the 
board chose 10 dcsis:n separate cxercl5C!i 10 be con· 
ducted llailyby troopS marehlng 10 Fan Riley fl\ll11 an 
csu.bli!ihcd camp. (16) The board al.o;o drew uprules of 
procedure and mclhods for framing wrinen ol'lk:rs 10 

provide guidance for pIIrtlelpanl and umpire alike. 
After uch eurcise of the milllellver, willS would 
receive performanccusess" I(:nlS in assemblies, whc:~ 
al l officcrs would heuand diliC\lsscommrnlSofoppos' 
in, commanders and the chierumpire. (17) 

On 20Scptember 1902 approximately 6.000 ret"­
lars and mililiamen betan .rrivinl;t Camp Root, Fort 



Riley. for the " lint !tal Maneuver Cilllp. In the IIID 
8CtISC of the term •.•. ever held in !he United Slate&." 
(IS) Militia unitsdid lIOlarrive umll29 Seplcmber and 
did not participate In (X)mbined exen:l5CS with the 
ItguJars untJ l 2 October. (19) Forlhc ne~tlive days the 
"Maneuver Division" enS.ged in I variety of 3Ctivi· 
lies, inc:ludlll8lhe establi$hmc:nt of outposts. advance 
and lUI" gumI, atudl; an;! def(IISCI of po$itions. and 
COIIUo:t of opposin& fo~. the laUe!' two actuJ.lly 
employingopposiog fo~. By 9 OctoberaU units had 
depal1ed Camp ROOt. (20) 

Reactions to the mantuvcrs we~ generally favor· 
able. Rcgrenably, the militia had arrived late and could 
I'lOl be organi • .ed inlo, brigade with !tllllan;. Nevcr· 
lhcleu., COlonel Wqnc!' (0UIld the maneuvcn benefi. 
cial for several renOI\!. They reprucrned !he lim 
attempt to CilfT)' OUI a WIII5C of QClical e~ercl5C$ with 
I large oomm.nd. an;! the first in which trOOpS of the 
Regular Army and the Nillional Guard wcre united in 
eampan;! field duties. Il ighcrr.lllkingomcc~ had the 
opportunily 10 cxercise oommmd of larger bodies of 
lroops "in tactics instead of dnD." Junior offICers led 
their troopS in a variclY Of lactical Situations. AU 
officers gaiTJed (rom evaluations and rommenlary. 
(21) Additionally. the maneuvers demOOSl1lled some 
UlCtlCll and OTganizallonallessons and shor1eomings, 
SU(:h as lmpropercmploymentof artillery. flully han· 
dling of ~ an;! careless lISe of ~r and 
oonccaImcnL (22) 

Outside observers fChocd waaner'. ~ic..,. ()no; 

of Secretary Roofs mililary advisers from Washing· 
ton. Brig. Gen. William H. Carter, ~JlOned t1utthe 
expeneoec providc4 anopponunlly foroombined arms 
opc:l1lliOns to a gJt'atcr ellClllwn at any time lira the 
Civil War. He rooduded Wt .11h:N&h cllpCnse pre­
cluded I ~c Nmout by the National Guud. !he 
lIoca:SS aUcndill8theJC miU'lCuven justi lied their CXln­
liM'IOon. (103) The Wu Departmenl did just thill. 
ACllng as commander oflhe Mantuver Division and 
ehief umpire respectively. Bales and Wagner con· 
ducted miU'lCUvcrs in the fall of ]903.1 Fon Riley and 
II W~ Point, KcnllKky, near louisville. both similar 
10 Ihosc heW;u Fon Riley in 1902. (24) 

Commanary on the maneuvers of 1902 and 1903 
opened up !he question Of proper conduct of IIIture 
mUlC\lvers. Some officers acoeptc:d !he formal of a 
camp oflnmuetiOfi with m:meuvers eonduelCd as part 
of a variety Of activities. Others wlnted Europcm 
stylc, I\J.n·scalc. continvou.s maneuvcrs with opposing 
f()IUS. The latler groupSllw the enc6/I1pmcnlS of 1902 
and 1903 asldc:monsmlion onlyofwlW. waspossiblc 

given eu~nt Iimilaliom. Men like Bates and Wagner 
argued Lhai the ideal maneuver would consiSl of a 
strategic opcmion of tWO large opposing fOIteS clos· 
ing on one another from lon& distanCc$. Tactical 
engagements would then OOCllr incident to an overaU 
plan of operations. Observers from Ihc rocwly created 
general wrr rtOOm~ a nove] approad'IlO mao 
TlCllVers In 1904 thai mi&ht provide I step in the 
direction oflhc idcal. Men like C. Bcnjilll ln Alford 
iI!ld c.pt. Peyton C. Mardi argued thai two sepame 
camps should be maintalned from which opposing 
forces could opcme Igainst oncanother. Wagner weill 
50 far as to n:commcnd the C5Ubil$l\mtnl of. provi· 
lional corps lndquarters II I third locItion to CXlnttol 

the mO'lClllents of the two divisions. (2$) The rom· 
mandcr of Ihc Albnlie DiYlslon. Maj . Gel\. Henry C. 
COrtlin. WIS convinced thai he could employ this 
tedtniquc effectively In 1904. 

Corbin estimated thaI with an appropriation of $1 
million he could hold mancu'ICl'S for approxlmalely 
27.(0) officers ard men, whid! would be the largest 
mcampmcl'l evcr held in the United Swcs. (26) Con· 
g~ appropriated that amount in April . and ancr I 
thc:lrou&hseareh. Corbin selected an areaneuManassas, 
Virginia. for the proposed maneuvers. Corbin re· 
viewed whal he caned the "fai r criticism" or lhe mi· 
ncuversot!he previouS lWO yurs. namclyoocupallon 
ofthc umc campby opposing forces willi an .ttendant 
lICk of security ~in the prestra of the enemy," and I 
IlCkoflnltilti ~c bycomm.ooers. Corbin proposed 10 
remedy this siNation by establishing his (X)rps head· 
quarters al Galnsvi11e between divisions camped at 
Thoroughfare and Bull Run. The camps were 10 be 
continuously ",ar<kd and commanders wert: allowed 
tOemplO)' '~nlim;lcd initiatlvc" In ~ siNalions. 
onoe id in motion by Corbin. (27) 

8y4 September all panlclpams had .<rived II thcir 
camp'- Rcnccting the: impact of the Dick Mililil Act 
of 1903. which subsidized plnicipatlon in field mi· 
neuvers wilh regulars. more than four.filihs of the 
26.000 lroopIl assembled were National Guardsmen 
from I!CYcl'leen SUIcS. ThemlflCUvcrs were governed 
by new rules, writlcn by Clpt. Joseph T. Dickman of 
the general staff. FoDowing a d.y of pn.::scribed drills. 
!he first o(two extended maneuvers began on 6 Sep­
tember. followed by • second on the 8th. Under the 
watchful eycsofColoncl W1iJler. again acting as chief 
umpire. aod his liny assistants. the maneuvers in· 
volved varialions of a silllation with one mny operat· 
ing from I base below Washington. D.C. while the 
OlherworUd rrom the Shenandoah V;aUey. Following 



a I"C'\IJcw~fore theellidofSla(fon 10 Se:ptCm~r, the 
provisional corps dislunded. (28) 

RcxtiOf\ll 10 the maneuvers were mbed. Many 
were Im~ allhe nniwy condillMs and admin­
iw.i~ccmeicncyoflhecamPl. Newequipmtnl, luch 
as the IUIOlllobilc. was ICSlc:d under I1cId oondiOOns. 
8uI the ICOpC of tile mancuvCl"l hid pla(:cd unreason­
Iblcdemands upon tIleumpires, stilllDO few in number 
to 111010' for adequillc eovc~c of alll1C1ivitics. 11lc 
uneven state of militia Il1lining also idverxly afTcatlJ 
the eonduct oflhe m<l/"leuyef!l. Some officen, partlcu, 
larty !J118. Gen. Taslter H. Bliss. a bri8adccommandcr 
dul1n8 the enc;unpmcm. criticized Corbin's aPlWt'11I 
overemphasis on initialive. Oliss poinle(l OIIt thaI 
everyone believed that fuU and umulflIlned Initiative 
was left 10 c:ommanders. regardless of conditiOf\ll im­
po5ed. I ludicrous situatiOll IIOf1Cxis&cm in 10'11". (29) 
Additionally, C(Qinuous cxercixs did not allow ror 
_mblies and discussionofthe maneuvers.asin 1902 
and 1903. (30) These dcvelopmclllS. coupled with an 
anticipated expmdirure of SI.2.S million for maneu­
vcrs in 1905. aroused hostility amOllg key congress­
men, who questioned whelller tu .... yen were 8elling 
an adequate rcturn fortheir invC5lmenl. In the faccof 
such pft.$8\lR:, the War Depan.mem simply withdn:w 
the cstimate. and I1Q funds wert appropriated for ma­
neuvcrs in 1905. (3 1) 

Bythecnd of 1905 SccrcUlry of WarT art lamemed 
Ihe absence: of maneuvers as "pcrnaps the mOSt !1IdicaJ 
defca inoorprescm system ofrniliwy lflIining." (32) 
On 26 [)e(:ember 1905, Cap!. GroIC lIulC~ of the 
ccnc~ JtaIT submitted I ~bIc :IOlulion 10 the pr0b­
lem by submitting a plan desi~ 10 be: frugal and 
InsaNCtive for Ihc Nallorull Guard. To mlnlmi1.c COSI, 
HulCheson recommended Ih.ar. camps by held ehhcron 
land owned by the govCrrmcnl or on I mlUtary reser­
vlltlon: thai as far IS Jl<1'CIicabie. troops be uscmblcd 
whhln their own deplIrtmcnts. regulars for the whole 
period of !he encampmenl. selccted militia units join­
ing them for short~r periods; thaI rtJl,ulars SllItiUIlc:d 
within a Pf\'scribcd distance from the encampment 
Oller llel aI awro~mately 200 miles (or in(l/1lry and 
300 miles fur cavOllry) should mardt to and (rom the 
~ilCs and eonduct exercises incident 10 their marches. 
(33) Hu{chcson's proposal rt~ived enthusiastic sup­
pOft aU Ihc way 10 Theodore Roosevelt's "bully pulpit" 
II. the White llousc. and 5OI!le month!! lucr Congrt5S 
approved the appropri;uion neumry 10 cartY OUI this 
plan. (34) 

Encampments conducted lUlder thc$e conditi(XIS 
followed u :seven Iocalions in 1906 and al eig.ht siles in 
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1908. Each yeM IIppIOKimattly 20.000 regulars and 
over 40.000 militia puticipal.cd. 'The fCSUmption of 
maneuvers allowed scniorofrlccrs 10 c:ommand forocs 
of all arms. Puticipants IC$ICd newCQUipment. such as 
wirtless IClcgraphy, and new COIICCpiS sud! as Ihc 
Fiekl SCrvice Regula!lons and Ihc u.scs of machine t\IIl 
pli\tOOI"IS and companlC5. 'The reintroduction of ma­
neuvers coincided with the Anny's introduction of a 
sysu:m of tactical I~njn. for units al their home 
stations, stimulating lively dIscussion within the pr0-

fessional journalson the TOleof maneuver!; within such 
a system. 

in laIC summer 1909 MIJ. Gen. Leonard Wood. 
commandcrofthe: Departmenl ofllle EasI:. converted a 
routine uercise in coasl defC!1$C into a maneuver more 
closely n::scmbling the Ideal than any yet conducted. 
Wood envl~onc:d a CtItIllnuOIIsly developing tactical 
siluation in whichtheopposing fom:sllpCr.lled against 
one anothcrbasedon initial guidelines and inform.1lion 
developed by the fOl¢$ Il"IcmllClves.. To that end. 
Wood employed about I l.OO)re8lllarsandmilitia in a 
2.(O).square-milc area 5OI.IIh of Roston, MiSSldIu­
IICItS. One fom:. commanded b)' General Bliss. aI­

~kcd while the othcrdefendcd the cily. Troop inex­
perience and ammunition shortages reduced the dTce­
tivcncssoflhe maneuver. However. thert seemed lillIe 
dOllbt that the 1909 CKpcricnce was more instructive 
than that. al Mana$SlS In 1904. and at approximucly 
one·seventh the: cost. (3$) B)' this time. Ihc WM 
[)epanrncnt IIad begun planniJllICTl encampmentS for 
1910, all similM 10 those: of 1906 anti 1908, bul en­
lwgW 10 iJCCOmmodalC 37.00) qulan ancI 70.000 
militia. (36) 

WhIle the maneuvers b3d bcndito:d incrca.sin& 
numbers ofuoops. Bliuquesti0ne4 their rt'.Ilism. He 
argued Ih.ar. advance publication of ordC"rs allowed 
commandeR to e!;t~blL5h ~ amounted to scmipcr­
mancnllrwallatlons, whlcb affonkd lillie more train· 
ing than thai which 100-II: pI:ICC al their permanent 
sutions. Asa remedy. RUS5reeommended mobili>:ing 
two forces some distance apart. then giving one fom: 
the: mission of repulsing the: OIhcr ;wi ~pruring an 
objcclivc. 'Thecombincd foroe would then participate 
in additional excrci5U. (37) Underlhcutant system. 
this COTICCpI would I"lOl be implememed until 1912. BUI 
turmoil along the Mexican border gave the Army the 
upportunil),IO mobili • .c and rapidly concentRIe .larJC 
body of IJOOpiS. 

The liuco thai Wali Ihc 1911 Maneuver Division 
mobili~,.ati.on around San Antortio. T~xu. is fam iliarto 
hi51oriansoflhc Iwentieth century Army. \..e$S familiar 



is lIE r~ iNll1E mobiliwioo and m:aneuV(:1'5 5timu· 
Ialed • rnppmw of I1E tactical organlZlllon of the 
oombinc:d arms division. (3 M) 

With the c~~rienc:e of \he Maneuver DiviSion 
behlnd it. the general $Iaft recommended wl'lat il c:aUed 
' 'm:aneuver c:am~gns." Uke \he maneuvers neu 
Baston in ]909. and aimil.r 10 \he sugcstions of 
Wagnc:rmd Bliss.ll1tIe can'lpaigfL'l would involve the 
defense by ~ force of. SilC, nonnally I mlljor cily. 
against ass.;Iuil by !he other. Unlike !he jOinl Regu]ar 
Army/National Guard camps whe~ individual exer· 
cises were held al specified tim~, the campaigns 
would take plaoc as ull!Chcduled episodes of an evolv. 
Ing Situation from fim day 10 l;Ul(39) Three nf Ihe$e 
campai&JIS IOOIr. pllCC. during \he SIIIIlmer of 1912. 
Described as "an entirely new ~n:- from previ· 
ou, maneuvers. the campaigns won approval from 
participant and observer alike. (40) 

Two other significant evenl$ occurred during the 
summer of 1912. A Jl'Ovlslonal rei!ment of infantry 
was orgllliud ;at Dubuql.le. Iowa, 10 provide dill for 
theccnc~ suff, COI'Itlnulngsrudyofreaimcnw orgl' 
niwion. equipment, and the appliClibilily of infmuy 
drill regulations. 1lIc regime .. marched under laeUcal 
coodilions 10 \he maneuver camp at Spart •. Wisconsin, 
and participated In maneuvers \hen: , 1llc I'CpOrt based 

on !he regiment's upcrienc:c COfllllincd rcoommendi ' 
lions affecting all pIIascs of !he organiution, Uoc!lcs. 
equipmellI. and II'anspotI of \he n:&imtol (4 1) Also 
!hal wmmer the War Department released ilS ~on 
Ihco'llanization orthe land forces of!he United Slales. 
This I'CpOrt reflecled muchof lhe Army's ~ ellpe­
rience. including !he 19 I I mobllllJ1tion in Te~.s, and 

formulated the broad outli~ of a oompm-.c:nsi~ 
military policy forthe lim time since Emory UpIOfl'S 
attempt of the late ninetteTltll eenwry. (42) 

Maneuvelli had (;Ome about throogh • gmual 
evolullon from smal l post eKcrc;ses tocombined eur· 
cisa of larger unitS.. However. only when Elihu Root 
stmr\3ly advocated combined field maneuve/l for !he 
Regular Arm)' and the mllilil on I reo:;urrina basis did 
this COIiCCpt lKCive consistenlsuPPD"' Root had sold 
Congreu on the Idea of manwvers 10 give 5t1Iior 
omcers the opportunit)' 10 command luge bodies of 
troops U1IIkuimulalcd condiooTlS of war. Bul not long 
'I"\et maneuvers beail"l. the War Deparunenl ~alil.cd 
tlIa they orrertd the pot(ntial for I good deal ITIM:. 

The Army 'searly rK'ldmaroeuversweruauall)'tamp5 
or instNCtion. The Idoption of this rorm.lnvolved. 
however. I conscious dcelsion not 10 imiulC Euro­
pean·style m3ntUvers In order 10 conduct \he kind of 
lICtivitieS of which the U.S. Arm), at that time wu 
capable. 

DespI~ Improvemenu in lrainirl& and maneuven, 
in 1912 \he Army temaincd small, aroJTlPlriuU), 
dispersed, and lICking in taCtical O'llaniution. What 
progress had bcenmlldc wu largelycona:prual. Imagi· 
nallve soldiers had $IiU been able 10 ernie condltloJ1$ 
slmulltlng neld service in Wlr that provided I forum 
for the conduct of a wide Vlrlety of activities. What I, 
~marl!:JbIe is not IMI they ad\ieved 50 little, bul thai 
they achieved so mud\. 

/J , Col. ClrJUks D, McKtlUla is CJS.IOClate profu· 
lor, Dtparlnttl'll OfHiJtory. U.s. Military Academy, 

Well Poi"'. Nf;W York, 

N"~ 

1. A typical view of the subject of field maneu· 
vcrs during the ycm following the Spanish·American 
Wari, thai upressed in • Tt.(;(:nI official Army hlsmry. 
1lIc conc:lU$ion of !hal study ~ thai !he mUlwy 
manpowerslDmjon priorlO the mid·1930s was SlId! as 
10 prcdude laIJe·unlt tr.ining a.ertisa and maneu· 
V(fS. so none we~ held . Jean R. Mocnk.A HislOf)' of 
l.iJrlt.&aJt Arm)' Mantuvus in I/lt U"/ltd Suuu, 
1935·1964 (Fo" Monroe. Virgini;a: U.S. Contircntal 
Army Command. 1969). pp. 1·3; mo~ IKCntly. Rich· 
lid L WIlISOn.Jr .. Tilt Dtvdopmtl'llofNtutQN/I POWtr. 
Tilt Ulliltd SUUtl 19(}(J·1919 (Boston: Houghton-

" 

Mlmln Company. 1976). p. 1 ]9. has;ugued tIIat "In· 
sumclent fundsprev(:f1t«! n:gularmaneuvers. although 
the need w.s rto";Ognited ... 

2. Phillip C. Jessup. EIIIw ROOf, 2 voIs. (New 
Yorl!: ; Dodd. Mead a: COI!Ipan)', 1939) I :21~ U . 

3. For ellample, whlle Col. John N. Andrews' 
12th I n f mlry garrisoned on! y Po" Ninbr.lIl1, Ncbrtika, 
Col. John. C. Bates' 2d Inf.nll)' WIl8 IlOt 50 fOl'lunate. 
Bites had hisheadquoutcrs and four companies ;at r'Ort 
Keough, Montana. Two other comp;lllies gamsnned 
Fort Ilanison, MonunsI, and two mo~ companies 
garrisoned fun YCIIS, North Dakota. The Ami)' tVtd 
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were Col. Camillo C. C O rr. 4th Cavalry; Maj. E. C. 
McCkrnand,assi$Uf1t adjutlilt ,erocl1ll; Capt. Horace 
M. Reeve, 17th Infantry. 11dc-dc-QlT1p and rcamlcr. 

IS. U.S. Wu Dl::partmcnt. AdjuWlI Gc:ncl1Il.'s 
Off=. 1M AU/I'IOIII MaMMvtr$ of 1894. 1B96, Mili· 
tary inlelligcrx;e Division 110. 6 (189S), no. IS (1897). 
Some Military Inlelligence Division sou/CC:$lncluded 
foreign publications sucll U the Rtv/4#: Mililairt tU 
r I:.'lflUlgtr, London Timu. B,ood Arrow, B~rlllltr 

POJI and Revut Mililair~ Suisse. 
16. I'rocudillgJ of the Boord 0{ O/!iu,J CO/I· 

~tud 1OI'lalllht MIlMUOIt'Sa/ FIJI'I Riley,4 Sqltm· 
btf /902. Doc.. lID. 449672, RG 94. 

11. Col. Antlur I.... Wlpw::r, ''The Fon Riley MI' 
ne\lYCTS:' JMSI 32. no. 121 (January 19(3): 74-S . 
Wagner eonsidertd the ISSCITIbly "one of the !!lOll 

valuabic fearures of the enampment. ft 
18. Wagner, "Ccwnbi~ M:II"II:"uvtr5ofthe Regu. 

lar Anny and Organi1.Cd Militia," JMSI 36. 110. 133 
(bnuiry·Fcbruuy 19(5): 65; GO 1.20 September 
1902, officially eI-labllslled lhc .. Mancu....:r Division, 
CiUTlP ROOI. Fon Riley Re!l:/Yatlon. KatWS." 

19. Units ofthc RClLular Anny Included 3 infant!)' 
regiments, 3 cavalry squadrons, 4 f1cld aniUery batter· 
ies. I eng;nccrballalion. and Sillnal Corps and Hospibl 
CIIfPI debct:ncnlS. The militia unlls Included I pro' 
visional battalion from Colorado. and two infl/ltry 
regiments and lWO field ."illery baltcries from Kansas. 

20. Wuglltr RqKJTI. Fon Riley, 9 October 1902. 
pp. 49.71; G04, sub: Maneuver Division, 20 Septem· 
ber 1902. 

21. Wagner. ' 'fon Riley Mane\l>ICTS," JMSI. pp. 
70,92·93. 

22. 8rigOcn William H. Clner, ReponofO~r· 
vallons Made During Army Maneuvcrs at Fon Riley, 



Kansn, 1902,23 October 1902, pp. 1-6, Doc. 00. 
494490, RO 94. 

23. Ibld., pp. ~-6. 
24. MaJ Oen John C. Bates, Repon or Maneuvers 

Held lit FOri Riley, Ki1t1.~ rmm October IS to October 
3(1, Inclusive, 1903,20 November 1903, pp. 1_2, Doc. 
no. ~1I4~3, RO 94; Reporl of Anhur L. Wagner, 
A~~istant Adjutant General, United Stat~ Army, Olier 
Umpire, ManeuverDivlslon, Camp Young, We.9. Point, 
Kentucky. 16 Octoher 1903, pp. 1·2. R~gulars num· 
bered 2,800 at We.~t Point; National Guard, 7,400. At 
Fan Riley the ligures were S,sOO regulars and 4,(XX) 
militia . 

25. Wagner, '"Combined Maneuvers," JMSJ. p. 
R6; Alfred C. Sharpe, ~Our Autumn Maneuvers," JMS/ 
34.00. 127(JaflUllry· February 19(4); 79-&3; Rcponof 
Ocncral Staff Observer!< 10 the Chief of Staff. G~ncral 
SlaFf Correspondence 1903·1906. RG 165. The ob­
servcrs wcre Maj . E.C. M~Clcmand. himsel f a planner 
for the 1902 maneuycrs, and Capts . Benjamin Alford 
and PeytOn C. March. They argued that a major 
obj<x:tivc should be: to get away from what they called 
',10 S maneuvers:' meaning one mancuverbeglnning 
and cnding the :;ame day. 

26. Urs. M1)'I:s 10 adjulant general. 30 November 
1903 and 12 January 1904; Corbin to lIdjutant general. 
28 January 1904; OlaFfcc to Corbin. 8 April 1904; a ll 
in Doc. no. 510690. RG 94. Corbin ligurcd the cost of 
llic prcvious twoencampmcnts at $SO pcr man. Reduc­
ing thiS by 25 percent based on the ~hoicc of II central 
location gav~ Corbin his estimate. 

27. LtT. Corbin to milltarysccrctary, 27 May 1904. 
Doc. no. 529823, RG 94. 

2&. The scope ofthecncampmCnt and itspro~im ­

ily to Washington altraclcd many visitors. General 
Chaffee and Sccrctaryof the Navy Morton auendcd the 
review OIl 10 Scptcmocr; 7 fordgn military attaclics 
and 6 Slate governors also visited the maneuvers. 

29. Tasker H. BliS/!. Memorandum on Second 
ManeuvcrProblcm (Scptembe:r&-9. 19(4) at Man3SS.l.~. 
S Dcco.:mOCr 1904, pp. S_IO. Doc. 00. 991366. KG 94. 

30. RcportofthcThird Division.GS.onlhc Com­
bined Mancuve~ofthe Regular Army and Organi1.ed 
Milil;aaIMan~.ssas. Virginia. II March 1905. Doc.no. 
993509. RG94. TwoOlhcTellCamprncnt~ weTe licld in 

" 

1904. boUt in the Pacific Diyision. Ho wever, fe wer 
than 9.500 tmop:s were inVOlved in these maneuvers, 
and they were ovc rsh;Klowcd by I~ al Manassas. 

31. U.S. Congtus. Sc:nate, If~ari"gl Bd()f"~ the 
Commillu 0" Mililary Ajfalru>!lh" -""MltO" rh~ BiU 
Maling ApproprlallOll/or Iht Support oflht Army for 
Iht Fi$l;a/ Yt ar Eliding Junt 30, /9Q6, 23 JaJumty 
19O5, p. IS. 

32. U.S. War Deparun~nt . II""1I<J1 R~pom. I905. 
I. pp. 3I}-33. M~monmdwn faT the chief of staff. 26 
Dcccmocr 1905, Doc. no. 109431'1'1, RO 94. 

34, U.S. War Dcpanment.GO lIS, 20 June 1906. 
published the tc~1 ortlle 1I,,,,y AppTOf',ialioll Act of 12 
IWllt 1906. Congress appropriated S700'(xx) for the 
maneuvers. 

35. Maj Gcn Leonard Wood, Repor1 or the Com­
manding Ocnc",I. Ocpartmenl oflhc ~t on the Field 
E1erciscs Held in Mas~chui<Clls. August 14·21. 1909. 

36. U.S. War i:kpanmcnt . GO 63. 15 April 1910. 
37. 81iS/!. quoted in U.S. War Dcpanment. Rt· 

poru on Camps of fllSlrll.cllon. 1910. III· I ; 6·1. 
3&. LIT, Cart~r 10 Wood. 13 June 1911. Box 53. 

General CorTCspondence, Wood Mss.; hr. Caner to 
adjutanl general. ~ July 1911. File 6ROS_I. WeD. os, 
KG 16S. 

39. Report. w e D. os. Plans forme Joinr Maneu_ 
vers of me Regular Army and the Organi1.ed Militia , 
for the Year 1912, 9 January 19 12. File 81 54, RG 165. 

40. Repon of BrigadierGcncral Taskcr H. 8 liss. 
U.S. Army. CommanderofMancuvCl"l\ind Cl!icfUm_ 
pire. Connecticut ManeuverCampaign. Augu~1 10-12. 
1912. n.d .. U.S. Army Military Ilislory Institute. Carli~lc 
OarT;l.(ks, Pennsylvania. 

41. Brig Gcn R.D. I'oll~. Repon of Provl~ional 

Regiment Organi7.cd in Central Divl~ion in June 1912. 
22 August 1912, File 72119, WCD, GS, RG 165. 

42. U.S. War Dcpanment. A Rt porfOlllht Orga­
nl ulIloll of rht LDnd Foret J of rht U IIi/ltd S fal tS (W ash­
inglOn; Government Printing Office, 1912). l1l i~ Te­
pon contained a variety ofrccomrncndalion~, includ· 
ing one for a permanent incrca~ in the Si1-C Of lac Ii cal 
unill: and arKllher for a permanent TCConcc-ntralion For 
lactical organlulion and admlniSltalion adapccd to 
current geographiC dispositions. 



1942 

January · March 

I Jan · TI!e Unlled Nations i~ fanned as twcn(Y-8;~ 
nations al warwith the Ads sign adcclaJalion in which 
each pledges cooperation with the others in commit­
ling ilS mililary or economic resources against the 
oalioos of the Tripanlte Pact. Each government also 
.grtt$ not \0 make a separate peace with the Axis 
Powers. 

2 Jan • Following American and Filipino willl­
drawal frum Mlnil., hp;ll"lCsc forces occupy the city. 

311n· Thirteen Amcricansare killed a.~Com::gidor 
is suhjoxled 10 five hours of sustained Japal'lC!;c aerial 
bombardment . 

5 Jan - U.S. and Filipino troopco; c!;labli!l1 Lhe Layac 
line ilong the balO.' of the Balun Pcnln.~ula to allow 
will'o:;lrawal orrorcesthrough the Layacjunction, whlch 
channel~ 1I111'Ol1ds into the peninsula. 

6 bn • 1llc Japill1CSC allack the: overextended 
Layac line, forcing a withdrawal which is completed 
on 7 January. 

7 Jan _ Siege of the Balian P<:ninsula ~gin5. 
• President Franklin D. Roosevcll submits a bud­

get for fiscal 1943 of over $S9 billion. 

10 Jan - The Japa.roc:se air dmp !heIr til'S! sum::llder 
demand 10 U.S. and Fillpioo troops dcrellding the 
B~l~an I'I:nin.~ula. 

II Jan - A Ja~ gubmariroc:!<OOn:-salorpcdohil 
on the USS Sa'iUI;Iga 500 mi les soothW(SI of Oahu, bul 
lhe canier I~ OOt damaged. 

12 Jan - At Abucay, Balnn. 2d Lt. Alcundcr R. 
Nininger, 571h Infanlry. Philippine Scouts. 
si nglehandedly UHul1S a group of croc:m y soldiers In 
trees and foxholes who had SlOpped his outfit'g coun_ 
teranack . In tier«: hand·to·hand combat he foreed his 
way imo the eroc:m y position and killed se~eral of the 
enemy Ix:fore bein): killed himself. For his actions 
Lieutenant Ninlngcr was awarded lhe first Medal of 
Honor of the war. 

World War II 
14 Jan _ TIle Arcadia Conference, called to discuS5 

British-U.S. war nratcgy, cnd.~ In Washington, D.C. 
TIle tWO nations agree thai the defeat of Germany is 10 

be the immediate alllJ primary goal. ancr which att 
Allied jXlW(ro;:an be focused against Japan. In addilion 
it is dclCrmiroc:d that an operalion (GYIo!NAsr) will Ix: 
organi"led to occupy French Nonh Africa. Adccision 
is atso made 10 create lhe Combined DlieO; OrStafflCl 
o~ersee lhe Anglo-American war efrOll, 

16 Jan _ A Jap¥IC5C hreaklhmugh on !he western 
flank jeopardi • .cs the enlire dc feru;l~e liroc: on Bat.;lan. 

19 Jan · i'r<=sidem Roosevelt asks Congress for a 
suplcment.;ll appropriation of $28.3 billion for war 
expelt':Cs, iroc:luding o~er $12.3 billion for the Army. 

23 Jan - Afte r 5C~eral f!Oiled auempl!lto re~re the 
w<:slern nank, the Bataan dcfen.<e liroc: begins. with_ 
dra wal80ulh 10 the PiLar-R agae mad . 

_ Aumralian Army Minisler and Deputy Prime 
Minigter Francig M. Fonlc appeal~ 10 the United SUlles 
and 10 Britain for cmcrgeroc:y military aid. 

24 Jan - A special commis.~inn (tht; RoI)cns Com­
mlsslon)charged with In~cstig3ling!he 311ack on Pearl 
Harbor /"Cpo fL'lih31 tht; d isa.~tc r was due to !he "derelic­
tion of duty"'of Na~y and Army commanders Rear 
Adm. Husband E. Kimmel and Lt. Gen. Walter C . 

S""~ 
- In lhe Bail ie of Makassar Strait. lhe firsl major 

na~al bailIe oflhc war. four U.S. deslroyers sink four 
Japanese transports. 

25 Jan - Thailand dcclart\' waron the United States 
and Britain. 

26 Jan - The firstwnvoyof U.S. troopS in Europe 
ani~cs in Nortllcrn Ireland . 

- U.S. and Filipino forces complete the withdrawal 
10 lhc: final dcfen.o;c liroc: behind lhe Pilar·Sagac rood. 

29 Jan . U.S. forces begin ani~ing in the Fiji 
Island!. 

6 Feb - TIle Combined Chiefs o f Slafr organiza· 
tion is established. 

7 Feb · Defendcrs on Bat;un open counterattack. 



Chronology 
encircling some Japanese and compelling !he main 
enemy fo=s to withdraw nonhward \0 regl'l)Up. 

11 f't'b -1lIe U.S. gr.mts China a UOO million loan. 

IS Feb· The: 6th Annored Divi~ion j~ constituted 
and il:l hc:adquancr.; activated 31 Fon Knox , KCnJucky. 

11 Feb - U.S. soldiers arrive in Bora Bora. 

]9 Feb - Brig. Gen. Dwight D. Eisenhower is 
assignalas chief of !he War Plans Division. 

20 feb · 1lIe U.S. gtllnu; the Soviel Unioo a loan of 
$1 billion. 

23 Feb - President Rooscvdl orders General 
MacAnhur 10 leave the Philippines. 

23 Feb - In !he finil auack of Lhc war on !he U.S . 
mainland, a Japanese ~ubmarinc fires on the Bankli,..-, 
Oil Refinery near Sanla Barhar.l. California, cau~ing 
minimal damage. 

_llIe 93<:1 Infantry Division is constituted. 

26 Feb· A Japanese airlnack sinkslhc: U.S. carrier 
UJngl~ which was bound for Java. The lhiny_!wo 
fighlers on board ~ lost. 

27 Feb · The crealion ofthc McxicarI-U.S. Ddeme 
Commission is aulhori~cd by Pre~idcm R~vcll. 

27 Feb-I Mar· The: Baltlcofthc: Java Sea iSi defeRI 
for Allied naval f()T\:ClI, whichlosc thinccn warships. 

I Mar· TIle 7th Annorcd Division is con.~(ilUU:d 
iUld ilS headquancrs xtivJ(oo al Camp Polk, Louis;· 
~ •. 

• TIle Japanese launch a ground assault on Java. 
Twelve days later the 2d Bn, niSI Field Anillery. 
oper.lling under the Royal Netherlands Anny. is sur· 
Il!ndcrcd to the Japanese /6111 Army. The unil, koown 
as the "Los( Banalion." is nul heard from again unlil 
JOOof ilS original 541 men are liber.lted at the end of 
the war. 

4 Mar. Headquartc:n;, American Anny Forces, 
China. Bunna. and India is eSlablished at Chungking. 

10 Mar - Lcnd·Lca.o;e aid Is madc available to Iran . 

" 

11 Mar · Generai MacAnhurLeaveJ>Corrcgldorfor 
Mindanao. vowing to the Filipinos, " I shalT return:' 

12 Mar· A U.S. Anny u.sk force of 17.S00 men 
arrive.~ in New Caledonia. 

13 Mar. Firm U.S. troops (AAF) in China·Bunna· 
India Theater arrive at Karaclli. 

14 Mar· The Joint OIiefs of Staff decide to 
maintain adefensive postureand cum:nl lrOOpstrength 
in the Pacilie while massing troopS in the U. K. forthe 
offensive againllt Gcnnany . 

• The Ii",t U.S . troops anivc in Australia. 

17 Mar · Ncwly appnimcd a.~ supreme commander 
of AUicd forces in the 50ulhwest Pacific. MacAnhur 
reiIChoes Ausl1llia from Mindanao. 

- The third drall drawing is held. 

24 Mar· Combined Chiefs o f Slaff establish the 
Pacific "Thealer as an area of U.S. responsibility. 

• TIle JaJlll~ commcnce II fierce aerial and 
artillery bombardment of Ratun in the fa~ of II deter· 
mined stand by U,S . and Filipino troops there. 
Corrcgidor i.~ also heavily bombed. 

27 Mar_ In the "Plan for Opcrntions in Nonhwest 
Europc" the War PlaAA Division foresce~ a small-scale 
emergency opcrlltion in autumn 1942 (SLEDGEHAM. 
MER) to assist Soviel fO=1 if the~ begin 10 falte r 
seriously o r. if SU:DGEHAMMER is not nece.<;.ury, the 
main British·American invasion (ROUNDUP) in spring 
1943. 

30 Mar· A ncw command. the Southwest Pacific 
Arcll, is dd;l1Cal~<J with Geocr.ll Douglas MacA nhur 
in command. The new command replaces the Austra· 
lian·Briu$h·O\Itch-Amcrican Command and includes 
Auslralia. Bi5ma~k A~llipclago. New G uinea. Phil· 
ippiocli. Solomons. and mo!;! of the Netherlands E.ast 
Indies. 

·TIle fir.lllJ.S. lmop< arrive at Ascension bland to 
con.~INCI an ain;lrip. 

Thischro'IQ/oXY iJ rh~ lar~jr {nOhr uri~j of WOJ"/d 
War II chro'IQ/oXi(J CQn1pil~d by Mr. Edward N. 
B~de3S~"'. 



Fredericksburg/Chancellorsville 
StatT Ride Guide 

Ttd e.1IanI 

Tl'le campaigns of Fredericksburg and 
O\anccllolS\lHle, Virginia, feature several nritles and 
flrsu of the CIvil War, including river mault, urban 
warl"m, nlsht (X)II1bal, and umc:h flgl'ltlng. 

Both campaigns ofTercasc Sludles In lhc: applica­
tion of the prillCipics of war lIId unil cohesion. A staff 
ride 10 either baulefJCld, ihcn:fon:, pIOYi&:. valuable 
object Jesaons from !he pas! for prescnl-dIY Anny 
leadership. 

n.e ltel in IfId II"OUnd Fredericksburg w. lhc: 
Bettin, for four major battles or !he ClvU Wv. In 
1Idd111on to Frederlct.sblfJ and OWIcellorsville, lhc: 
Wildemesl and Spotsylvania baulefleldl ate ineluded 
in !he Fmlenct.sblrg/Spocsylvanla NllioruJ. MiHwy 
Part. 1llc information which follows Is lrulllkd 10 
ISIlst ;nlCl"eSlocI individuals in designing and leading I 
ChanccI1OT$viUc or Frederick$burg surf ride. A rulure 
issue of Anny History will conlaln Infonnatlon eon· 
cemin,lhe Wilderness and Spotsylvanll baulefleld~. 

A publicalion 10 lISSiSI in organi>.inglhe projeciis 
Th~ Stll/lRUk, by William G. RobertSon, published by 
!he U.S. Anny center of Military HiMry, Wlshlng­
ton. 'Otis booklet provides guidance for olJlnl>.Ing I 
sutT" ride, lisu various functions (c.g .• sllC: selection, 
study phases) a$$OClared with suffriding, and esub­
l\shes flexible 5Wldards for a $Ucanful e~erdJe, 

CClpies: m .... ailllblc 10 Anny ICCO\InI holden from !he 
U.S. Anny Publicaiom Ccmcr, 2800 E&$tcm Boule· 
vud. Baitimo~MD2122().2896. Theordtr number is 
CMII publiCOIOOn 7I}.21. 

AoothI:r bdpful publication is 1M U .s. lu"., Will" 
Col/t,t Gul.u 10 me Ball~s o{Chanu//Qrsville and 
"'tM,lcbw"by JayLuviW and Ilamld W. Nelson. 
'The papermck should be available thmugl'l commer­
cial bookslores al a cost ofS8.95 each. 

A varicly of publiUtions concerning lhc: baille­
field an: .vail.ble for purchase al vl~hor eenlC:rs 10-
Clled in lhe Frederleksburz.,'Spouylvanla National 
Milillly Part. The FmlencklbufJ Barlleneld Visitor 
eenlcr i. IOClled II 1013 Llfayene BoulevlTd, 
Fredericksburg. The IC:Lephonc number!, (701) 373· 
6122. The OwlceIloT$¥iUe Visitor CcnIcr 1$ located 
ten milc:swntofFrederiel<$burg.on V,. RoulC 1. 1lIe 
telephone nwnbcr is (703) 786-2880. Otalhlm. an 
dglltctnth ccntul)I home thai served as headquaners 

forVlri~ Union s:enmls, i. pan oflhe NIlianaI PaJt 
~rvia: baUlcficid lourand oOlltlill$dlspla)'J and pub­
Ikllions. 'The IC:lqA .... .., number is (703) 3734461. 
l"hese locations an: open lCycn day' a ~k, 0800 10 
17OO,exCCpl:Thanbgiving, OllislI11u.1fId New Year's 
Day. Additional infonnltion n:,at(ling Fn:dericksbulg/ 
Spotsylvania Nllional Military Park Is available from 
!heSuperinlC:ndmt. P.O. Bo~ 679, Fredericksburg. Va. ,""". 

Modem 1 :24,(0) scale topOgraphical maps of lhI: 
bmkfleld ltel an: .... ailllblc for sale from !he U.S. 
GroIogiCOll Survey, ()cnver. Colo. 8022j or R(;SIOII. 
VI, 22092. Thecost isS2.SOpcrmap. 0Iantt11onville, 
Salem Orull'h, Fn:deridcsbulJ. and Guinea, Virginia, 
quadrangles cover !he Chanccllors¥iIle NnIe. the 
FrederkksburgandGuUocI quad .... gJescover!he B;mIc 
of Fredericksburg. 

Sets offlve black and white N.tional Park Service 
maps Wlwing delailed U"OOp dispositions ar either 
Fn:dericksburg or Olanccllorsvillc an: available from 
!he Fl'Cderick.,oofJ and ChanccUol"Svillc vislror cen­
lers. The COR is $6.00 per SCI. 

A few published soun:e, ofinfonn'lion thar mighl 
be helpful in devtloping I Fredericksburg or 
Dlanc:ellorsviUe staff ride .n: listed below. Copies of 
these publicllions should be .v.ilable from commer­
cial Iwlokstore:C o r, if out of print.throu&l'\ ifllCrHl:nry 

"'." Bigelow, John, Jr. Tilt Cpmpail" 01 
CIta"ulwnille: A SlrplqlcandTpcrlcal Study. New 
Haven: Yalc Univershy Pre". 1910. 

Commagcr, Henry Steele, cd. Tht Blue and the 
Gray: Th~ Story 0/ lilt CM/ Will" as Told by Partiri­
patllJ. Volume I . New Yone : Robbs-Merrill Company, 
IIIC .. 1950. pp. 228·266. 

Dowdey. Oifford. cd. TM WPflimt r~rl of R. 
E.Lu. Boston: l.ink:. Brown andCorn~ny. 196I.pp. 
324-472. 

Griess. llIomu E.. cd. 1M AmtflCil/I CMI Wpr. 
New Jersey: AveryPublishinaGroup.lnc., 1981. pp. 
121 · 141. 

.;;;;:0-0:::::-;:::::-;:::=;-;' Alios"" IheNltt,ictJII 
CIVU Will". New krsey: AveryPubiishingGroup, 1986. 
Maps 24-32. 



Ilcndc:~, GcoIlC Francis Roben. TIl>! CatII­
palgn if Fr~rlctsburg. Nuvtm/x,-D'Clmbu.I(J62. 
London: C'tIatham, Oale, and Poldcn. 1891. 

IIcrben. Waller H. FIgliring Joe HooUr. India· 
napo1i~ Robbs- Mmill CI)n1IW'Y, Inc., 1944. 

John!l(lOl. Robert U .. and Buel, Clan:nc:e, edilors. 
Banlu aNi kaders 0/ tht CI.iI W<II' . 0""'1 Lee Edi­
tion, Yol. ),part I. Ne .... YOlk.: lllc CcmuryComjWIy, 
1884. 18118. Frtdc:ricksburg. pp.70_1.7, Chan­
oellol'SYillc,pp. 152-243. 

LonB~reet.Jame5. FromMWlOSSIJJ fOAppommlOx. 
Philadelphia: J . B. Uppineou Co ., 1896. 
(Fre(lerichbYrg. PI'- m -321). 

Stackpok:. Edwald J.CMnc .. /lortrilk .U~ sOrNl­
l$1 ROlli,. Harrisburg: Mililary Servia PubU~lIina 
Company.195S. 

;:;;:c:;::::-;. D'1lmlJ OIl/lit RappaAAaJIN)d:: Th, 
F,tdt,lctst>u'g CllII1p(Jigli. HamMIll,.: Milillry Ser­
yloe Pub!i ...... ng Company, 1957. 

U.S. War Dcp.1nmCnL Ww 0/ dr.e Rd>I'IIiOll : A 
Compilolion O/Ilit Official Rtcord.s cfth, Ullilm Il/ld 
COIt/MUIl/>! Amliu. Wis/lington: U.S. Goycmmcnt 
Printin,OfflU, 1889. Ff'l!dcrkksburJ. Series I, vol . 2 I 
and CIIanttllorsvilk, Series I. vol. 15. pllt$ I mel 2. 

fA'ry A. (~Tttr·) S allord is " lIiJ~laJl in lilt 
CtI.u,' s FI .. ld IlM IlIltr_IIQItOI DMsIOll. with .. 'IH. 
,/Ill illltrUI ill lh .. CMI Ww. 

Award Winnin, Army MustUm 

The: U. S. Anny Air Defense Artillery Mu· 
scum. Fon Bliu. TClas.1Ias n:ce lved a Tens 
Hi~lOtic;al Commission Museum A .... ard for Ltw: 
ullibil. "1"1Icir Ancst Hour--1bc BaIlie of Bril· 
lin.· This ~gn1tion (foroulSWldlna aclIicye-
mcm in nhibllS during 1990) .... a.~ I"'JOunced 
last summer·-one or lil SIKh a .... ards the wm· 
mis.<ion awar!lcd 10 Tclis mll5Cums. This was 
the fifth one the Fort Bliss M~seum [)jYi sioJn 
ha.~ I\'~cived from the TellIS HI~torical Com· 
mi.<~ion . 

1bc wiMinl: ~lllibit, wmmcmortting the 
fiflielh anniY(:1"Ilry of the Bailie of Briwn, was 
dcsc:rihcd in the F;all 1991 issue (No. 1f2O) of 
Army HlsIOry. 

" 

Mil/ttl" Rt.~w 199 1 Writinl ContHl Winntu 

Theoommmelalll ofillc U.S. Anny Commmel and 
Ocncl'll SIaITeoUcJt tw IMOUnccd \hi: wiTlllCl'!i orthe 
]991 Miliuuy Review wriling conl~. The conICS!. 
theme .... as '"llIe Anny in Amenean SocIety,'· 1lle 
winners: 

III Place ($500) "Blado:s, the Anny and America: 
Oppon1.llllly mel ULlimlle CosI,'· by Maj. Rainier H. 
Spenttr. Major Spencer is a pIIil~y insHuClor at 
tile UniICd StateS Mil ilary Academy. West Point. Ne .... 
Yort. 

2d Place ($200) MMcdia AcccflllO the Bal.tlclield in 
the New Ale or Inronnallon;' by Clpt. James B. 
Bmwn. Clpuin Bm .... n is a we.q EuropcUl fon:ign area 
officer. currently attendins the AU~lrian Gcncr1li SIiIT 
Coum: In Vienna. Ausllia. 

3d Pia« ($ ]00) -"'I'he Rnun: of Women in the 
Anny.M by Lt.Col. Roben L Mllinnis. Colonel 
Maginnis leaches inquiries and invCMllnlons II tile 
[rtllpc<:lOrGener.!l School, Fort Belvoir. Virginia. 

The winning essays .... ill appcuJn Mlliuuy Rtvi...., 
in IIIe spring and summcrof 1992. 

1992 Mili",,, Rf.~'" Conies! Rul" 

Emries on the 1OpI~ "The U.S. Annyln Joinl.Com, 
bincd. and Coolllion W.rfan:" .... iII he l(tt~ 11Iroua:tt 
I July 1992 for Ihis yea(s COntC~1. TIle aulhor of the 
.... innlng manllscript will n:aiyC I S500 casII ..... ard . 
Sccood IfId third place wiMCrs will n:c.civc S200 Ind 
$100, respenivcly. 1bc .... itming manuscript .... ilI be: 
published in the f;alll~kIC of MUilary Rt.i"". AU DIller 
enlrid;al$D .... ill be oonsidem:l forpul'lllcilion. 

Po$$ibie SUbjeal include, bill In: noI limi\Cd 10, 
cum:m and future roles and missions,doarine.llistori­
cal perspectives, servia: n:lalionAAlpi. n::a:nt opera_ 
lionallcuons.and educauon and lralnlnl:. 1llc unify. 
ing Ltw:me sllOuLd bccon., idc:r.uion of curren I and future 
jIli nt, wm bincd, and coal iuon .... a rflghli n g capabi 1 lIiel. 
Enlri(! will he judled ror n:k:\Ilna: 10 cum:m Anny 
nee.b. l'C$Carch. and scholarship. 

ManuscriptS must be original. noI preYiously of­
fered else:wllcre for publicnlon. belween 2.000 and 
2.500..........:Is typed double:-$p<ICCd. A .... ritel"sguldc i. 
~vailablc upon rajliCSl . send entries 10: Military 
Rtview. U.S. Anny Command and General Sl.lrrCol· 
Icsc. Funston IIali. Fon Lc.avcnwonh. Kansas 6«127-
6910. 



Focus on the Field 

Militar)' Htstor)' 0fT'"1(~ 
u.s. Army, Euro~. and MY~nth Army 

Bruct SitlWln. Chid 

The hlsrory of history in Ole U.s. Army, EIIII!pC' 
(USAREUR). gotS backalmOSl nnyyears~ ~gins 
with I uagedy. 

On 3 Februuy 1943 U . Gen. Frank M. Andre""5 
asswned command of the Elin:.pem ThealcrofOpcra­
UOns. u.s. Army (ETOUSA). bill only LhKe monlh$ 
later, on 3 May, he w ... killed In "" ailplanc ~rash. 
Despite his IJIltimely dellh, Gelll:r.li Andrews had aJ 

Ie~ one lasti", impaa on !he command that is known 
today as USAREVR. Cleany, Gcn=l Andrews had a 
sense o f history, for in one of his urlic:51aClions, on S 
April. he requested thaI the War IXpartment USi", til 
ETOUSA Col. William A. Ganot. a formcrprofessor 
of military science. and tactics at the Uniyct1ily of 
Michig"". to "SIan In historical reaml of ETO." 

ThllSwuthe USAREUR h1~torical progrml born. 
When Colonel Ganoe reached London on 8 May 

19043. he diS(:Q¥cred thai TIC) one Iud ""y e1ur idea of 
wllat Genenl Andrews had InlCnded. No suilblKlC had 
been prepared: TIC) plans, lUkings. or mission S1ale­
ments wen:: in place; indeed. there wu not even a War 
Ikpanment-Icvcl hi storical agency thai mi~hl provide 
GIoI1Oe IIIIJ:,£CStions or guidance:. (It wu not ulli l Au­
gust 1943 thai I Hi$tOriCal Branch w;as cn::uaI ;as I 

5u~lemeru. of the InkUigenec Division of the War 
DcpanmenlGener.ll Slaff.) .4$a resull, COlonel G;moc 
Iud the distlnct adyaruge of bcin~ free 10 ClCale his 
own program, and he mu the most o fLha! license. 

Tn the spring of 19043 the ETOUSA headquaneTS 
WilS in the thmcs of alCOI"JI,aniUlion--fl phenomenon 
familiu 10 anyone woo has s~nt lirl\(l in mililary 
seM,;,;. The Censorship and Infonnatiorl Seaion ID 
which Ganoe Iud been aulpd w;as di5OOl1linllCd. and 
a new History Section established ;nI usi~ \0 the 
Public Relations Section. On 28 Jllnt. however, the 
History Section was lransferred ID the Officc of the 
Aui5lalll OIief o f Slaff. G-J-....«nainly amore ..:Ivan­
tagmllS staff alignment 

In the meantime. Ganoe hid ~n(ed hi, '"Pr0-
posed Initial Plan for ProdUCing the llislory of the 
1:.,-0" on 20 May. less !han (wo weeks afler his ar­
rival_ a standanl ofstaffwol'k Wl:1I wonhy o f emula. 

" 

tion. u was the objective he laid out in his plan ~ ... IO 
pmdllCC a history of the £TO which is alonce XCUTalC. 
balanad, m:I rtadab/e" (em plwis added). 

The chief of staff appro_cd the plan on 7 June--­

ItIOthcr miracle of staff wol'k!- whcreupon Ganoe 
submilled a set o f proposal$ th;u. turned (lUI \0 have 
lUling InfillmOe on the Army historical program in 
Elirope, and ~bly W(W1dwlde. Specifically, he 
called forthe Ilistory Section 10 capWre~on the ground 
and " the time those: happcninp and stalements which 
tIIve I chance of b<:inlllosl or distorted lalCr.":md to 
seck '"inlelpret.!iOll$. explanations, elaborations. and 
flrst · h;md knowledge of happening$ IS IICarly 
U)nCIIITmIly ••. &$ maybe needed forfll[l Wldcmanding 
of them. H He a1$O insiSled thai historians needed aeaSil 
to classified informal ion "10 obtain the proper balance 
and perspective" for thei r namtive histories. 

The lallCr point caused difficulties, for IOIlIC suff 
orrlCers feared 1.IIM XlVUrily would be compromised If 
hislOrians IIad lea" 10 classified information. 

Another problem centered around perceptions (or 
II'IOIC aocul1llCl y. mispen:::tpdons) of staff OmOl:TS. m any 
o f whom oonfll$cd the !Ole of the historian with thaI of 
the public information ollker. 

Finally, Ganoe's pcrsonnelmoounlCred reslM.:lnCe 
from staff officcn who consJdcted their miSSion·re­
Illed day ·1I).(Ia y actiyities 100 I mporl.a!ll. and !heif\ime 
100 valuable, \0 OOGpelllte with historians: they.....ere 
,imply HIOO bIIsy. ·· 

From the OUtset. Ganoe insiSted that the primary 
purpose o f the FrO history pnl~ram was prtservation 
of the historical record. noI publicatioll. Reeognizinl 
thaI not all stc:pl in the decision-making proetSS would 
be committed 10 paper. in October 1943 he introduced 
an or.tl hi slory P'"08ram. 

His first majorsuc:cess in tllis arta wa.~ 10 rea:ive 
authorization for the theaICr historian ID ancnd and 
reamlthe hi;h-Jevel discuuions and decision brief· 
in8S at He;Jdquaners, Supreme Allied Command. ll1is 
Will followed by an aggreuive program 10 convince 
lener.tl officen and senior co!oocl$ 10 malnlain daily 
n:mrds o f convelSalions, meetinp. confel"tt"lOes. and 
o ra l orders-not detailed, IiCIf·writtcn dilries neces­
sarily. bul soon ,ummarles \hal wuld be dlClalW to a 
secretary. By May 1944 G3fIot had pel"'lluaded 128 
acneTais and other key senior Qfficers of the ya]uc of 



such a Pf'Ol:ram, and his st.ITh"" In place a follow-up 
system to moniUJr the note-taking proce.u. (Think of 
whal. he mii:/U have achieved. if miCfl)Casseue ru:ord­
ers h..:I boen avallahle.) 

Anoihc:r aspect of the pcuervalion missioru was 
n:.f1«ted in Ganoe's October 1<)4) CUidDlOl:, whid! 
called for units doWI1lO the baltalion level (and this al 
• lime when fCl:iments stlll existed as taclical form.­
lions!) 10 maiNain comple~ war diann and jounul! 
and 1Ode$lplc:IIl officer ''to overxe the keeping of 
hiSIOricai dal.: ' 

Ganoe was also iLIl eally champion of eq.Ial OWOT­
IlInity, for in October 1943 he orpnized a "Past Af­
fairs" clemen! in the Uiswry section under the wper­
vision of a Women's Army COrps (WAC) lieutenant 
and staffed entin:ly wlthenlistcd WAC$. 11lclr fune­
tion was to compile :Ill Idministntlve hiswry of the 
ETa 10 May 1944, primarily bye~lracting infonnmon 
from doc\lll1ents In the AdjuwlI General's record$ 

cerllCr, IOcompile an indc.lOthe n:cords,andlOwrile 
I c:Iuonology. 

llIc Er O al thai point consisted of three main 
elements, the Scrviocs of Supply (50S), the Ground 
Foms,andElghth AirFolce and althoughilwasstiD 
I part of the Army .1 the time, Army Air Forces 
n:llull~ons aln:ady called for a separate, independenl 
hlSlOf)' J)JI>&ratn. 

'ntus, Ganoe's focus WHon Ihn:.c: bro.Jd ;uus..-an 

ildminislJ3tive history of the ETO, a hudqllartcffl 
hiSiOry, so 10 speak; a hi SlOf)' of the loglsiics openrionl 
of the SOS; and :Ill ope ... tiorw or taCtical historyoflhe 
Ground Forces. 

By lune 1944 iLIl impn:sslve hiSioricaistrueture 
...... in plxe-thc staff II ETOUSA headquarter&. I 

historical KCtionllSOSheadquaru:rs, ni~man Ieams 
(five offia:rs, four enlisted) attached 10 the G-) sec­
lions at Fim and Third Armies, and five ·man ICaII1I 

(Iwoofflcers, three enliSlCdl ill eachof sevm a"lfpS and 
three logistics headqllarters. Sii:f\ificanUy, boIh field 
ilIlIly commll'lders (Genetal OmarN. Bradley and Ll 
Gc:n. Ckortc S. Patton. Jr.) perllOnal1y apptO~ed the 
plan 10 mach history teflml 10 their headquarters. As 
the ground fortes built "'P on Ihe European continent. 
similar teams wcn: Illached 10 the headq"'arters of 
Seventh. Ninih. and FiRcmth Armlet; lIS well. 

Like iOIUy'l mi liL1ry history detachments, Ihe 
learns' primary mission WiS 10 collect and pn:serve 
historical inf ormalion--wri 11m 1U:OTds. vi5llal m aleti­
aI$, and oral hiSlOl"y interviews. 

In contrUllO mon:. n:.ccnt military Opelalion.~, !he 
firsl of these teams landed In Normandy wilh tlw: First 

" 

Army headquarte rs on 6 JllrlC 1944. 
~rsonne:l n:lS!ers of the ~ariOU$ historical otpnl­

utiom il'lClude. nllmber of !WIles !hat b~r becamc 
well known-U. Col. S. L. A. Marshall (who ludju$! 
arrived In Europe from the Pacific !haler, ~ he 
~n:d the conc:cpt 01 group postcombM Inlerviews 
whh combal unils),Maj. HughCok.Capt. Ken Hedtlcr 
and C.p.. Roland Ruppenthal. Sgt. Gillet Griswold, 
Sgt. Fom:JI f'tIgIIC, and TI4 Gordon Harri.on.1O IWIIC 
bu.1. fcw. 

NOI lutprislflllly, the hi slorical teams often en· 
countcn:d difficultIes. Dcspi~ the attllllde of Bl1IId.ley 
and Patton, the teams found !hat m;any OtiC iIOIIf'CC; 

says "mos!··-4aff officers failed 10 IInderstand the 
mission ofhislOrlcaileams. and one corps comnw1dcr 
Rilly refused lOallow'lCam IOwort inhlscommand. 
Enlisted. mmlbel1ln partiClilar h..:I dirrlClilty geninl: 
ICCeS1IO classified records. were denied permission to 
.1lend conferences and brieRnp, and wen: refused 
i~rvlews. 

A •• result, as early a IS June 1944 the theater 
commandcr (Gc:nerai Dwighl D. Eisenhower) found it 
necessary 10 issue a Imer din:cti~e emphaizing the 

importance of aUowlng historical teams lpecifically 
10 Incillde Ihe mllJ1ed members of !hose teams­
\lJ\trammcled access 10 historical dau. of.1I kinds. 

Aller Ihe cesgtion of hostilities, the missions 10 

wrilt. the M1ministrative. lo&isticaJ, and openlional 
histories of the command _n:. wlthdTllwn. lhose func­
tions sub!:eqo>ent.ly being a$SlImed by Ihe Offlce Of the 
Chief of Mi litary Hi$1Ory (lllCr,1he Cen\t:r Of Military 
HistOry) and rnlized wllh the publication of the all· 
encompassing .'~ book" series, the U.S. Army In 
World War II. 

Inslead, Ihe focus Of the Anny histOry program in 
Europe WOIIld thcncefollh be on the writine of a de­
tailed hiSlOf)' of Ihe occu.pation-a project !hat IIld­
malely carne 10 include mon: than 1.50 mUl\lscrlpU. 
most of which were neither published nor widely 
distribuled. 

In the summer of L945 another mission .Iso 
en"ICTged grad ..... Uy and became formal in Sellembcr. 
In lilly a Department of Stale It.am visited Europe 10 
in!£rmptc kc:yGc:nn;an prisoners. Maj. Ken Hcchlcr 
acrompanied the ,roup and, llpon his n:wm 10 U.s, 
Forces, Ellmpcan Thealcr {USFET}-formerly 
ETOUSA-headqllartel"S, recommended I formal pm­
JnIII to inootpOnle the e.perienceofGc:nnan ~nerab 
and othcr key mJ"foffleers inlOthe U.s. ArmYorxani · 
utlona! hislories. which al the time wen: sliIl. mission 
Of the tlw:aler hislOrian. 



From ilS bcgionlngs as a project to inlCtTOSale 
sc:nior pri5Ol'lCIi, the pmi'WT' soon evolved intoone In 
whidt fonner GcRnan orrlCers prc~ NlmtiYe 1£. 

cou.nIl of their 8Cliyilles in World War II- IiCOOUI1lS 
thi! eventually eonsIilull!d the ~1I ·known Foreign 
Miliwy Studies series of some 1,Il00 manuscriptS. 

In SelUmber 19-45 the USFET HISIDrial DivUion 
was established as I !q)Inte special sWf elcl!1(nt 
til rectly subordinall: to lhechief of 5laff. Since COIoIll:I 
Ganoe had been medically evacualed in May, Col. S. L 
A. Marshall wasdeslgnated as the first diyi$ion chief. 
The OJ1I:aniutlon..t Miffing of the dl"l$ion, illClHpO­
rating the anelS or!he fonner lIiltoricai Section and 
some of the ,ubordlll3.le historiul 0'llani ... tinns. was 
completod II FlWIkfun, Germany, in January 1940. 

With r.otal pmooncl of 151 (51 omccrs. 57 en­
li~tcd, 16 American ciyilians., and 27 Allied cj"mans). 
the dlYislon was o'llanized illlo SttIlons along func­
tlona1 (I.e., product) lines. As In the use of all 
0'llaniu.I!ons. the~ was I period of adjustment befon: 
the SlfUClun: stabilized in the sprin~mmerof 1946 
with four Jections (later rcdesi£lliled I:lranche$): E~­
ccuti~ and Adminisln.tivc, Oowmeru, Opention.ll 
Hi Soory (Gcnn an), and Oecupational H i Slory---dle last 
responsible for speciailludies or monoglllfllllin Iddi­
lion 10 whit today would be called annual hiStorical 
n:YieW!(a1though II first they were wriuen on IquU­
ICily t.sis). 

NOt surprisingly. strength aulhol'i1..atioru: declined 
from year 10 year. although the 0'llanl • .aJ.lonaIsll\lctun: 
~mained essentially the same. By the spring of 1959 
the division _ down 10 IWCfIty-fiye pel500S (lOur 
omcers, sb cnli5lCd.ninc American ciYiliaJlS, and si~ 
fon:ign nationals). plu, three lItlaChW military history 
deuchmenlS of OIlComcer and one eniiSied man each. 

In July 19S9thedi~bion was abolished. the func­
tions of wllal had been the OCCupatlOiW IlislOl')l (lilc r, 
Current lI istory) BrulCh being assigned to the 
USAREUR headquarters, assistant chief of sr..aff. 03 
(taler redc:$ignated ODCSOPS). with I sWf of seven 
(one officer. IWO enlisled men. four American civil· 
ians) in !he Historical Section itself. plu~ three attached 
military hlSiory detachments. 

Along with flowm;hildrcn. the Age of Aquarius, 
and antiwar activism. the decade of the 1960s wit· 
ne~sed funher erosion of the historical assets in 
USAREUR-a tl)dir being ~ac:htd in June 1972. 
whm the ItCtion was authorized tWO civilian histori­
ans. an editorial assistalll. and no mil itary history 
detacruncnl$. 

Three years Ialcr, In August 1975.ihc function and 

$Iaff wen: rtmigned 10 the Office of the Sccrewy of 
!he c;c,neral Staff. and the: foUowina March a third 
hiSlorian WIIIUIhorized. 1ll the fin of 1976lhe t'MJ 

corps headq.lar'ICrs and the suppOrt command (CIll'­
renlly dcsignatal2lst TAACOM) tllllblishcd dedi ­
cated full ·time posltiOl\$ for professiOiW civilian his­
lorians pleviously pan·llme miliWY ''historic:al o f­
rtC:ers" performed lhis function. 

••• 

For I decade and a half. the mi$SlOn of the n:sidUli 
fflimtnl o f the fonncr lI iSiorical Dlyision wu rell­
ti"c1y uncomplicated, the focus helng almost e1clu_ 
si~ly 011 the writing of hilWry. The productioolevel 
wll nther lmpn:ssiyc--an annual histo<y every year 
(Inti IlOl once was I suspense date miued), plus a r.otal 
of thirteen monoi:raphs In the period from 1959 to 
1972. (11Bruce Siemon] like 110 cn:dit for this; It did 
not Nopperl on my w;t\l:I\.) 

The Historical Section also m;linllincd an Infor­
mal reference collection. and sr..aff suppan was the 
ICCOIld mlpr function in Ihose years. 

Durinl that period we blithely assumed thai: !he 
n::wrds retlremenl s)'Item was worlcing, until Maj. 
Gcn. E. C. Meyer became the USAREUR OCSOPS in 
September 1973. M many are IIOW, General Meyer 
was mOSI dennitely historically minded. and oncoflhc 
fim things he did that raU was 10 ~isll!he historian and 
asIt about the: fet irro USAREUR records. Coordina· 
lion wilh the n::wrds manascr soon revealed that pre­
cious little _ being retirro, and thc:nccJonh the 
USAREUR h1stori;u1 became an active collector and 
pl'ekl'Vcr of =ords. 

A1t1YJUgh the system is by 110 I11CIIlS perfect. hiSlo­
rians nowcollca and retire bKkg"",ntldocwnents and 
consull wilh 111fT .gencles at the )'CIIr-end ~clean OUI 
you r files·' period, sometimes with &ood results. For 
Cltample. we wen: able to capron: n:con1s or ~ Ow 
VI Agencywhen II wasdlsoonliooed. and llso_raJ 
linear reet of .alan officcr files concerning CF£ and 
Sll\Icturing issues. 

The TUSlIignmenllo the Officc of the secretary of 
theGeneraJ StafTin 1975 brought signin(:M'ldwlp. 
Since ~n we have had ICCCSIi W all oollcspoudcna: 
passing Ihrough the COmmand Group. 10 Include in 
panicular!he Sllfrjoumals andjoumal files. Thenew 
stafT alignment also pmvidcd mIwIc:cd ao::ccss 10 ~ 
mOCIi ngs and decision brienngs.gn:a tly improving the 
hiS\orians· lnsi&ht Into the decision·making proceu. 

lnl9n USAREUR beg~nconductingoral history 



iruervlews, Initially an informal p!()gram, but ",bse­
qu.ently rqulariud 10 call for cnd-i)f-lOur in\efVie .... 
will'l((NMIandenanaocherkeypel'SOlll'lCl.e.c..deputy 
commanders. and chief, of 5laff. 

The 1912 revision of the Anny regulation (AR 
8W.~) also brought new ana upanded missions. Until 
then. mU5CumJ in USAREUR had cnjoyed benign 
IICglecl-lhc Cc:nlCr CUf1llOl'1I deall wlll'I the field di­
~y. and the USAREUR historians did lIOlhillJ. 
Now. of course, Wl: are much involved. 

SilICIC the sprirll of 1983 hlstorteal responsibilities 
havt; expm:led II the echelons below USAREUR, SO 
that now the divisions, annorod cavalry reg; menu. and 
~commands" are 1150 rcquhtGlO wrlle annual histOri· 
cal _iews; ;dl rely on pan-tlme "hislOrieal orne· 
ers"-some military. and somc civilian. 

AI50 in 1983 _ began 10 gel ~rious about plan­
nina; for wanimc: miliury history opemions. ana in 
lCIditioo to bringirll Reserve COmponenl military his­
tory dctKhmenu 10 Eumpe (or lraininl: will'l Ihc:ir 
CAPSTONE h"'''qJanel'1l, the chllian historians in Eu­
ttJpe = desI~ "cmerzency essenti;dn and tBked 
IOsuyOll the job-and if nca:_ry IOdcploy with their 
headqJ.ners-in wartime or conlingency oper.nions. 
In December 1990, for example. the 3d Annort<l 
Div~lon', civilian curalOrftJi$tOrian deployed with !he 
unit 10 Southwest ASia. 

II Will also in It.:eally 1980s that the USAREUR 

Miliury Hislofy Office b«ame involved witheduca­
lion pougnms, i.e .. su.ff rides and baulefield IOun. We 
oondllCt very few oorxlves, bin _ have packetS of 
mltcTili on man: than I doW! European baa1eftelds 
(mostly World War II ) that we PfOYlde 10 units 10 lSSist 
them In condUCting thei r own pr(Ifessional develop­
mel'll programs. 

The pHt TWO years have been panicularly eKcltina 
(or historians in Europe.. We need not _iew here 
deYelopmenlSOII the inlematiooa1 polilwscenc. but 
",ffice iliO Ry that USAREUR historians h.avt; bem 
III;tivcly illVOhed in capuring the reoonl. of plannlnl 
lfld~onsforreSUVCfl.lrln~lzlng!hecom ­

mand and for supponirll DEsERT SIflELD/DESEItT 
SToRM. TWlJ classirocd contaillCrs llave been filled 
wilh documents, and more Lh.an thi ny oral histOry 
interviews conducted willi key personllCl. from 
CINCUSAREUR down 10 the action-(lfficer level . 
Writirll has begun. 

In a ~ _ h.an come l'ull circle, back 10 the 

objectives staled by Colonel Ganoe in June 1943: TO 
captUre "on the ,round and • the time those happen· 
inp and statements which have a ch.ancr; ofbeln& Io$t 

or distorted •.. " and to Joe" such "ellplaruu.lons, elabo­
t1Itions, and first-hand knowledge ... 1lI may be reeded 
for full understanding." 

I hope Colond Ganoe wouLd find USAREUR' I 
CIIntni program I _nIly SUCCUSOI' 10 his own. 

The German Invasion of Crete and 
the Importance of Intelligence and Logistical Planning 

in the Rapid Deployment of Light Units 
Mark Edmond Cla rk 

Long before !he IeadcMip of the Soviet Union 
began 10 speak about Il'CIlly reducing its mlliwy 
forceJ, and democratic lIIO\Iemenl5 began 10 sweep 
over Eastem Europe. US. Anny planners began 10 
rethink the military requirements for their service. 'Illc 
need for heavy annorod and mechanized unitS Aj)­

pc.rod Significantly reduced In recent years: murual 
delcmllClC woritcd. and war belween the United Siaies 
and the Soviet Union became less likely. AI the same 
tlme, \JO\iblcd =u In A(ne •. latin America. and the 
Pacific posed greater po!CIMillll'lreau. 

After eareful oonsldel'llion. the Anny developed 
hla;hly mobile./wd.hlulng 11a;ht infantrydivisions and 

" 

brQughl them on line alonpide cIiSling airborne and 
air assault divisions. PlIOcd under the higher head· 
quanersof!he U.S. Anny XV11I AiTbome Corps.1he.5c 
units could be deployed t1Ipidly to pul 001 fires in 
\JO\ibled regions before they 1:01 0111 of control. (1) 
Parachute assaultS by airborne clcments of the corps 
could lAve prc<::iouS lirnc in opcntions. while ;\lrtnnli­
ports could easily place light infantry units In an 
opcnlionll area within a few hours.. 

ThissyslCm was high!yelfeclive in Plnama, where 
airborne, light infantry, and special opcrIIions units of 
the Anny worked In conjullClion with Air Force. Navy, 
and Marine Corps elemo:nu 10 IICCUre the entire nation 



in a fe .... shortdays. llwopcration may _II uempllfy 
the fUMe o f U.s. warlighting. (2) If such opcrMions 
ever gro .... in lite and C(XT1p1e~ity. holll'eVcr, queslions 
may arise lbou.I. the possibility o f overe~tending the 
caplbilitin of ~ Anny"s light uni ts. 

Ught Wlits. si milu 10 LhDs: of lOdJ.y·s Army, 
initi ally _re Imroduad inlO the Army·s fOl"tC JU\IC. 

tureo~rfony·n~yearsJgo. Primaritylnthe form o f 
allborne units, they Iypically suppol1Cd '-rter limored 
and mecllani7,cd operations. (3) The notion o f lI~inl 
thote lighl units indepenclcntly 10 sroue entire hostile 
In:as largely was rejected. The reason forthis rejeaion 
Iw been best okmonstrllted by the ~rmr.n invasion of 
Crete in 1941 . 

On Crett. crack German airborne and moun­
lain ~ IItempiCd 10 sccun: J Gredt IJ.land one 
hundred and si~ty mile!; long: by fony milts .... Ide from 
I superior Allied force.. The opctllllon .... as I $UC<:cn. 

but only IIltheC(l$(ofnemy !iOpetee1lteuualtles in the 
22,1XX}-man invasion foro:. 

A5 I result. the Germans ocued using Larte-sclle 
alrborne opcratiOflll forthe rem.inderof WOftd War 11. 
(4) Allied commanders were iIO impressed with the 
OPO::l"lllio<t, ho .... c~r, that they hurried to develop their 
o .... n . irborne units, and they auempted to intceMue the 
tacticIII~ ofCrelC into their operatioos. (5) But 
\.IICtlCli were 001 the mo!;! important I~<;Q"" that Cre\C 
provided. :u; an al\al)'llis o f!he operation makes appar_ 
,m. 

This paper Is a brief eumlTllltlon Of !he German 
Invasion o f Creto:. II analp.el the planning and UCCII · 
lion of the opcT1ltlon and IIlIL<;tT1lI(:S how the (actin of 
intelligcnoc Ind logistics greatly .lTeQCd ilS OUloomt. 
The puTpOllt of the paper is 10 oklllOf1!ltT1lte that a 
suco:ssful tllpid lkpIoyment of airborne: and lighi 
Infantry units is as dependent upon the level of care 
placed on intelligence analysis and logistical planning 
as It ISOll u Cllcs and thequaJilyofthe U"OOJl5 employed. 

The failure ofmlllurycommandersto appreci~tc 
this dependence has had a t""mcndou~ implct 011 many 
nalions' .rmy operalions s.incc Crete. At the ~amc 
lime, !IO 100, lIS it remains a consideration for U.S. 
A rm y planners. there Ire fe .... limits to the 5l7,c and 
compluity of f",ture opcr:ations employinl airborne 
and lighl infanlry unilS. 

The c:onccpl o f invading C""te: from the air orig.· 
nated in Lhc mind of Ge~raIobcnt Kun Student , 
commandc"roflhe XI Ai, Corps. When he preICI1Ied the 
idc~ to the Ul/twa//e high command. he cApiained tlla! 
the Balkans campaign. which had just conc:llIIIcd, 
would be OIlly twfsUC<:eSl5ful irGennm fon:cs f.iled 

" 

to Woe Bri tish airfields and lCipOIU 011 Crete. Tllo5e 
~ i/lrealc:ned German-held oil fields In Rumania. 
Once il was eaplured, Student notocI. the Island COYLd 
serve as I springboard for an attICk on the SUCl C;uW 

...:I Cyprvs. The I4twalfe Ind J(,~,sma'i"" could 
strike II the British noct M "k:~""ri., and, once 
esublished on Crete, thl: Ul/twaffe oouLd SIIppon the 

Nonh Africa campaign. 
After listening to Student on 20 April 1941, 

Reicl\smarschall Hennann Goe ri ng. Ul/rwu/Je com· 
mander in chief, and Generalmajor Hans Jcschonnek, 
Ul/twa//e chief of ltarr, Igl1!ed .... holeheanedly .,...j!h 
him. (6) The nc~t day Goering sent Studenl and 
Jcsc:honnck r.o the Gennan mi liury high command and 
Adolf Hitler·s headquane:rs to CKpialn the pI;sn. Hitler 
I3feed with Sludml·, plan and suPJXIncd the usc of 
alrtJome units for the operation. He recommended, 
howeve r. that Studcntlnad; the island sim",luncousIy 
II ~m points, sending inamphibious lroops as _11. 
According to Hitler. this would provide him with 
'"m~ than one leg to SI.3nd on. .. (7) 

Much as the airborne and lillht inl"lnIry units of 
tooay"s Army, thc German airborne: llnilS used in Crete 
were assault fonnulons. l1Ielr purpose .... u to ny over 
the heads o fenemyu'Ilop$tO land on and secure gruund 
totheencmy·s rear. (8) As Indivlduals,thepanltroop­
en were self-disciplined. hillhly moLivated. and physi­
cally fiL TIleir basic infanlry. combat .wrvival, and 
support skills were held II uncompromisil1& k:vels.. 
Unit noncommissioned omal1l and Omarli .... ere 
among the best tcdtnically and lIICIica1ly compcte .. in 
the Ge rman Army. n.: m(NllUin IfOOpI pcmcsscd 
many o f the same auribulCS. 

Operation ME.Jt.KU~. as the Inuslon plan for Crete: 
~ lIlII1led, .... asdcvcloptd in accordance with Hitler·s 
desire 10 at\.IICk at mliltiple points. and Studen!"s belief 
in the overall l"IC«$Sity of the oper.lt1on ..... hlch .... :u; to 
S«UTC the isl;u1(l', Ih relleningairflCldlo and :luporu. 
r"Ollr places .... ould be attacked on 20 May by units of 
the XI "-UegutD'ps, .... hich included the 7tJt Air DM­
simi (actu;J)l y out ;rirborne and l:1ider a,uault unit) and 
Lhc SIItMOIIIlUli~ DiYiJiM-lGded lithe eleventh hour 
as a replacement for the 2Zd Air Uurdi~g DiviJimI. 
whkhhad been heldupin Rumania. 1llctWl)diyi,;ions 
were divided into three groups for the .. tade. 

G,OI<I' W"SI. which coruillcd of Gcncl"llmajor 
Euge:n Meindrs MSDMII R~lifMfll. would begin the 
.uade 110715. (9) A glidcrbatulion headquane:rs and 
tWl) glider·bome companies would land in appmxi · 
macc1y thiny gliders and attempt to Jci.,c "'iai""rafl 
positions and a rail io SLation south 0 r M alemc·s airfield. 



A relimemal baule Ilroup. in nine Illiders, wwld. 
follow and seize a keybridreelosclO theairfleld. Onoe 
Ihc!ie positions wen;: taleen. lht: remaindtr of !he M ' 
S(U</I Rttimtlll wtlUld elplurc the lirfK:ld ilSl:lr. n.: 
"~~Iuh regiment wtlUld then tum 10 lIS r.econdary 
missionof suppaning G,oupC f~lf,'sanackon Canea. 
lwenty·five miles to the c .. ~t . 

G,oup efnlf' consisted of the Jd ItI,oo,M Rtll-
1'IIf~1.IM 2d lti'OOmt Rf,lI'IIfnl.lnd the 100m MI)IUl­
laill Rtlimelll ohhe.sm Mrxuuain DIWsWn. Its allack 
would begin simulU/alUSly with thc: parachute land· 
inp in Croup W£JI. 1lIc Jd AI,bl)rM Rtlimo<twould 
1:Ind ncar the Suda naval bLoc. Arler being It:;nforecd 
by \he loor1t MOIIIIUJi~ RefiIMIIl. Ihc groop WOIIld 
~ucmpllo caplllre Canea and lhc towns of Sud, and 
G:tl~w. Seven hours lalcr the 2d Itj,bo'MRtgimitnl. 
whIch wu assigned \he g/OOp'~ secondary mi~~ion. 

wouLd autmp! to capture Rcllmo. appro~imatcly 
tW<:I'iIy·live miles CMt. Two glider·borne comp;lllks 
detached from \he It.J.JDNII Rlt",,,nl ""I:rc givm the 
~ial mission or ncut~li1.i1ll antiaircraft positions 
50IIth and west of Canea and SudOl in a ~1imlrwy 
IICtion lineen minutes bdOl'C: \he main landings. A 
learn ohi rbomeenginecrs wa.~uJlgned I special nank 
protection mission for the Jd AI,borM Re,inwlI. 

G,QUp &ul CQTIJisLCd of the 11I1t1,berM Re,/· 
mitlll. the n;:maindcl of Ihe .s,h MOlulUJin DM.!ll)fI, 
minus one: n:eimCllt. and \hi: 2d 8tlllaUon. J hI PlJlllt' 
Rftimtlll. '!be Is, ItI,berM RCllnvlll's mission WIS 
10 capture the 10 ...... and .irOctd at lteQklIon.. II would 
be reinforeed by the.sth MOf'lIlai~ Divis/OIl. Some of 
the mouru.ain Il"OOpS would anivc by sn.and would be 
fol1o~ by the 2d 8lJl/tliiOli. JIJI P/UlU, RelltM.IIl. 
M{)SI of the mountain If'OOp.'I. however. would arrive in 
Innspon planes on the captured airfields at Heraklion 
and Relimo. (10) 

This plm w;u designed to alliin the wmmarl()cr'S 
objc:ctive in the shoneSlllmc.. '!be enemy fol'CtS 011 the 
island ""I:~ 10 be e.1ughl completely by 5UrpriiiIC. 'J'hey 
would not be pennlued 1(1 nxoverrrom thcshock ofthc 
Inidal effort. and they would I'ICVCr be affoniod the 
opponunlty lO mass their rOrta or supponing fires 
agailUl the 'tlJCking foree's main dfon. 

Nonnal'y,anopcra(ion o{lhis magnitude would be 
planned along with a PfCeise analysis of the enemy'S 
situation. Such an amlysis would Include a thorough 
i nle iii gcncc assessment oflhe Nn ler x:kI. including the 
idenlirX:al.ion or ttigh'ValllC larJd$. ( II) An adequate 
level of .wysis, however. Willi not provided befo~ the 
invasion ofCreie. 

Aerial rcconnalssaroce by the LM/twaffff 1QS un · 

II 

lbIe 10 establish an accurate picwre of Greek. AII5lr.I­
lian. New Zcll;mdcr. and BritUh positions. Supply 
depols we~ sowell camouflaged tIIIt theycoukl not be 
idcnll rlcd on aerial photolraphs. Even low-level re­
connaissance was u/lSuoocssfui . (12) 

Thus, ()cnnan pllIVICrs had 10 It:ly lllUlIy upon 
their military in«:lIigence service (the 1t~1tr) to 
obtain In estiml1e of the Allied situltion Althwgh 
Admiral Wilhelm Clnlris. chid of the ItMIv.llave 
his jlCtSOnIIlal1efWion to Opemion MERKU •• the pic­
IU~ of the enemy mnlined cLouded. (13) Getman 
inleUigcnce. nevcrtheless. delC:llllined IIW.the 10,.200 
Gn:d troops would not nght anymore. and lllat the 
15.000 Brililh; 1.150 New Zealander, and 1i..500 Aus­
tr~ian troops welt: demonllr.cd to 5Ilme degree . (14) 

This estimate proved \0 be complelely inac:cunlC. 
In fact. the IIIlOp5 on Crete wen: Iirxt-c;11L'S fighlinl 
unilll. TIle airfieLds and scaporn--kcy targels of the 
Inv~ion-wen: suongpoints orthedefense. 1be Al­
lie. knew the German .. t.ck _ coming. and thc: 
I~ were on fullak:n. (IS) 

TIle lacIt of ar:IcqualC inlClligcnc:c on the Allied 
defense ~JUIICd in heavy losses for thc: invasion fOl'Cle. 
'The panchule jumps and gilder a.~qults looked more 
like I massivc suicide attack than a planned military 
operation. 

In Grolip Wf JI. the first wive of gliders Willi met 
wilh intensive fi~ while uilina toward t.hcir targcu:. 
Once on the ground. \hey were: able 10 destroy the 
IIfltilireran I"'" >at C-X:a. '11Iey (;ailed 10 I.1kc the radio 
station, however. and only thiny men m;magc:d IOlink 
up with \he paratroopers ofa,oup CeNe,. TIle p,a~­
chute jumpsof Group W,SI h.ad equally ulWlli~fac\Ol')' 
resullll. Many ~Iroopcrs landed liafely and .... en: 
well placed 10 c~rry OUI lhclr original plan uf auack. 
However. !iO/Ile landed ca.~t of the tarael. and cnlire 
unilll wcrealmmt touUydcstroycd tx:ron: they Inched 
the ground. 

In G,,,,,,, CULIU. nearly.11 the paratroopers who 
e.1ITIC 00 ...... ncar GalatlS wen: killed immediately. 
O\hcll were 100 widclydiJPClXd 10 fonn concentrated 
lighting units. Some companies ""I:~ sprud out over 
a diSlancc oflhn:e miles. Fewer than a thousand men 
of lhe Jd A.i,Wllt Rtgll'lUnI managed to Land In 
relalive s.afcty and unlly. and these wen: unable 10 

break OUI of a cordon of AIlS1I11ian troopS fOI several 
days. 

In G,,,,,,, UuI.,lider and parachu\C units rntO\In­
ICred so much intensive fi~ from British and AIISlnI­
U;an troops th.at lhcir milillry dTectiveness was se­
\'Crely reduced. AlII n::sult.lhey we~ virwaUy diml · 



IIIled flQlIl participation in !he baltle. (16) 
In addition 10 !he ~;u impaa thai. inadeqo.Ilk 

inl£nigence 1I0n0: Igd on !he opcntion's OUIeO/lk, 

poor logistical pbnnirll: aim mllUlged 10 tontribulc 
significantly 1D!he debacJe. 

An operatklnal commander mU$l but his CIm­

paign plan on !he logistics immediately available 10 his 
me.erofoperatioos. If~ is inadcqullle 5I.Ipport 10 
accomplish tile assigned mission. then the openulonal 
commander must develop a plan wherein immediate 
objectives, w)tich can be achieved wiilinailable logis­
tics support, bewme!he initi~1 goal of !he campaiill. 
(17) While !he campaign should be phased!ll;l as 10 
achieve all of ~ a.ssi gned objectives, individual p/la1lC$ 
can be ue<:ulCd only when the necessary logistical 
means become Ivlli lablc within iho: !heal.,.. of opera­
tionl;. (IS) 

Five hundred JU·S211an$pOft plane. wen:: Jelled. 
uled ID arT)' !he IS. 7SOtroops &Dinl 11110 blttle by Ilr. 
This Wlf IfI insufflCien( n.unbc;r of a1rtnl\ to brins 
Ihcm 10 the island in ooe wave. Thus. the IllICIt had ID 
be phased into an a1rbo~ lISSlIult and, &lider &SIIIult 
wave in the morning. ;mII iU\;tirbome asHult ;mil an air 
Lran$pOrt wave in !hi: afternoon. Flight plans were 
timed pl"eCisdy In on:le r 10 prevent iIfly delays in Lhc. 
arrival of the assault w~ves in Ih!: op<:ratiOflal lreat. 
Further. the nithu were coon:linated closely with .ir 
suppon from the lighters and bombers of the 1(V1If 

F/lettriorpJ. (19) In orderto meet theirlChcdules, the 
lrWISpOrts were given very little time to refuel, rela.d, 
and reassnnble for thcir afterroon ni&hts afler the 
return 10 thei r makeshift din runways in Greece.. 

The amphibious portion of the operation, which 
would brinS tile remaining 6,300 trOOpIlO ~IC. was 
r~litlled by the U!IC of IWO lIasIily p!hl:ra1 and 

imptOYillCd nOlilliD of $iJlly-thra: shallow draught 
Grtek batJcI. (1.0) They would be esroncd by motor 
torpedo boats of Lhc. llai ian Navy. As in the ease of!hl: 
trartsport planes, the boa1.'l' approllC:hes to the island 
Igd to be well timed. The boa1.'l had 10 reach Crete 
during the daylight oouI'50(21 -22 May. Durio, Lhc.day 
the Royal Navy did not CIlICT the waters north of Crete 
becauseofGermilfl air superiority. At night. however. 
the 8ritl~ oould appear and conllol the sea. (21 ) 

'These pI_ appe=cl satisfactory. but given thc 
many makClhifl Irno~ they were 100 ri5ky for 
the operation. Timinl Ind .!iync:llroni:r.ation were em­
plwi1.Ol1. and the $1igtlesl: di~rgerooe fft)ll"l the set 
Jelledulcl oould ICId 10 disaster. 

UnfO<!u .... tCly for the Germaos, divergenoes from 
the schedule did occur. PIlOts faced vi5Ual pn;>bItm, 

from dust on the dirt runwl)'ll while taldfIJ orrfor their 
return nipu 10 Crttc. Transporu did not make forma­
tion and ~ p.opcrIy coordinated ~ 10 

drop wnc:s. Milfly ttanspOfU failed 10 reach their 
objectives with theirusicncd fi&htcrprolcaion. Cor­
rections could oot be mu because of inadeqU2le 
communicalions between the Jqulllrons of Lhc. VIff 
FI~'trkcrpJ and the transpOrts. Of the five hundred 
pllfII';S involved. over half were de.sUoycd. (22) 

Neither of the two small notillas was Ible 10 reach 
Crete during the day. 1lle fll'5t wave, which was 
lIcadcd for Malcme on 21 May, was intercepted by 
British cruisclli and destroyers. Most of thc boau were 
rammed or shoI1O picoc$.. OnIya few boaI5 ruched Lhc. 
shore... (23) The ~ Wive, which was headed for 
Gn).,p Wert on 22 May. almoct met • similar file. 
Suppon from the Italian Navy, however, tept the 
\c:l$$el; lOonly IWO 1»11.'1. (24) These llotiUuol1g1natly 
were designated for Group EDst and G,OfIp CtllUr. 
respectively. bul wen: redirected because of Lhc. $iwI' 
lion on the island. 

Upon rw:ivillt! reports on the invasion. Gcreral 
Student rcaliu;d tI\u his forces fac:ed a critical &itlll­
lion. Although hi' rtMurecs -..,:re limited. he 11-
tempted 10 bring them 10 bear for maximum effed. 

Currently. accepted ooarine In the U.S. Army 
holds thll success in battle requiru thlt unilll gain and 
retain Lhc. lnitlallve. Commanders mil$! Iltad< Lhc. 
enemy willl firepowe r and maneuver. and III ek:merus 
of oombat power mlt8l be $yncfuoniud. Commilndoers 
must JX"se« the menlaI. and opef2lionalagiliLY neces­
sary 10 5hifl fOt"Ct$ and lim 10 the paiN of enemy 
weakness man: rapidly than the enemy tan .cspoild. 

VillUally in lCCOJdance with Ihese modem ton­
ceplS. SWdcIll decided 10 abandon the original opera­
tlonal plilfl. Ra!hl:r tIw1 waitin, for Lhc.tl'OOp$on ~te 
10 caplure the Raimo and Heraklion ai rfields before 
sending !hi: n:maindcr ofthc: j,}, MQlUlrlli1l DlvlJlorI in 
by air and sca. he decided to redeploy '1 wIIoUy in 
Group W~J/. He issued OrdcrllO speed upthe capture 
of the Maleme airfield in ottlcr to f,cilitaU: the land· 
ings. Once !hi: airfield w:&$wen and reinfon;:emcnt 
bepn. SIudocnt would designate Group WUI as the 
main effOrt. It IVOOld serve as the focal poinl for 
oombal wppon and combat service: suppon efrons. 
Group Wal would move ea.u and roU up Lhc. Allied 
\kfc:nses rear the coasL (2!1) The other crouplwould 
oontinue 10 fight 10 glin tontrol of Lhc.ir respealve 
~. 

Alter Maleme's caplun:. Allied unill tried on 21-
n May to retake the airfield and hilt the transport of 



enemy mnforoemems. (26) Tlle pal'lttOOpers and 
mounuln 1IOOfIII, however, l'Clail!ed conlrol. On lk 
evenlll3or22 May Generalleutrllnt luliul RinJ('l, who 
CC)Illmanded the 5111 MOfUtwin DI"~islon. came to ~\e 
and lOOk command of all elem<:nlS 00 the western pan 
of the island. In allcmptinlllO meel the obj«tive5 of 
SI\Ident's new plll!I, he diSpilyW dfective maneuver. 
positioning his units on the Allied flanb 10 avoid their 
!ft'ateSI. Slltf1i!h, while uposina tiltm 10 possible 
dWructlon. 

In the inilial usault. Rin~J sent the85l!1 MOI"",,;n 
Rtaimtfll south:ast into the mounulns In an eITon to 
oulflank the New Zealanders' defenses, a few miles 
west ofC~~ Me&llwhlk, he malk I frontal anack 
touih oCthe ooast fOld using the remlinina; panlJOOp­
etJ of the As"",11 Rtllmtlll and the 5Oldicn; o f the 
100m MOfUtlain Rellmtlll. Thil lIClion I\IC:Ce$Sfully 
turned the flanks of the Allieddcrcnse. 1llc: paratroop' 
ers and mountain \tOOflS, who were moving along the 
.... isof theatlXk. managcdtobreak ihrough. ThI: New 
Z£a1andcrs' defenses nearClnta wereoven:ome 01126 
May.n the dty fdllk IlCllt dlY. By 28 May Suda 
Bay wu undel Octm&ll control. 

As !he situalion improved for the Germans, lk 
Allied force bepn 10 withdraw. M;),IIy unilS moved 
souLh IOwalll Sfakla. on !he wuthern COasl of !he 
island. wiLh the 100m M"""win Reglmtlllin pursuit. 
1lIr; Royal Navy managed 10 ev;tCUatC about 17.000 
II'OOf'$ from Sflkian lIerUlion 10 the /10M. trans· 
poning!hem 10 E&)'fII. Ovcr IO.OOOlOk[lers. howe~r. 
were captured. (27) ~Ie was declared KCUred on 2 
June. 

TIle likelihood Lhal a mililary openuion, once it is 
under way. will adllcre to a plan-tspe<:ially one pul 
IOlether as hastily as the one for Crete-is quite $ITlall . 
ThI: de~ 10 which the Crete pI&II Sl\ltnhled aJons. 
IIov."-ever, far uoetdcd mere swistical ctlaru.. Cn.::tc: 
was a ma.<;sive inlcllicmcc and logistical f.ilure, and 
many elite paratlOOpers and mountain !loops were 
killed ul1l"lCttwrily hcausc of it 

When plannina an operation. a commano.kr should 
~k 10 discover ~ IIUli in .... hich the enemy is either 
weak or in fora:. Thill knowJcd~ can help 10 shape 
taClla and actions in order 10 succeed against an 
opponent. At Cn:tc. the Lufrwo/ft muld not obtain an 
Jdcqualc kve] of Information on the AUicd ~ilu;uion. 
Despite this. the German planne", ~hol't 10 prep.1~ 
precise plans for the landinlS and the auack. 1lIey did 
not provide for the r"ICCC:~ry ne~ibility 10 MljU5\ 10 
thox hidden streng\hl and weaknesse$ ttw. would 
«ruinly become apparent onoe contact was malk. 

Logistical pbming for an operation tJ.so has haz­
ard$. A disadvanll8e of dttallcd logistical pltnnlng ill 
\h.aI. il can develop inIo an e1ereise in rigidity. Any 
strategist .... ould prefer to ClCate a plan thai _Id 
unfold in I predictable manner and wwld be immune 
10 thanlingcircumsunces, but that is seldom pouible. 
BecaU3\: of COIlSlninu on tnnspomIion, the airlifts 
and sca.it\s 10 Crete were based on makeshift unngc. 
menu and phased inlO Wives. Dtspile the difficulties 
th.at could be e1pccted in ll!Iy DPCn'liOll under these 
circumstances. the Germans tritd 10 adhere 10 their 
precise plans, particularly in the ai rlift ponlon. In the 
end. ~y we~ wuble lOe5Capt!he fog_lid friCllonof 
OM. 

Miraculously. in spilt of the many poobleml en­
eounterro. the Germans managed 10 emerge ~ictori­
OUJ. ThI: paratroopen; and mauruin troopS moved 
quickly, pressed their Idvantagcs Iggre$Sivc1y, and 
capitalized on every opportunity 10 des\lOY the (ohe· 
sian of the Allied defcnse. 

In rapid deplOyment operations. airtome and ligll 
'nfwry unilS must be brought 10 thcir uIJtlS by _ 
means lluit provides a high degree Of reliability and 
must be pl~ 011 their tatgelllin a mannert/lat assures 
• hilh degree of survivability. This (1l!I only be 
achieved lhll>Ugh =rate and adequate 101iStical and 
inlcUigcnce pliUUling. Qnceon target, the paratroopeR 
and light infantry troOpI will use theil own speciill 
skills 10 fulfill their mission. 

PlxinllrOOpl in • situation similar 10 the one the 
Oemans fo~ faced II Crete would be a very Impru · 
denl Undertaking, mOSi likely having simil .. results. 
evcn among the belIt tnincd and motivated soldicn;. 

M,,'~ Edmond Clar~ Is Mad ofhis ow .. /IC/Jikmic UNJ 
"""lagmte III COllSllill", {er'" ill New Y orl: City "Nils" 
fftqlUlltcOIItrlblluwlO Army HistoryarodOtM' Ameri­
("(III mlllflU)' jofuNlu. Ht holds" maJ/e'" delru III 
Amtrican !lUIOf)' fTom CoIwrnbi" U"i.tfliry aNi " 
Jwr/l DQClbr dtgruf,om GtVfgtl(JM'n U"ivtfliry I...ilw 
CtllltT. 
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93. 

4 . Rudol f SOhmler and Werner Haupl . 
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5, Taylor. Sword tlNI Ptll, p, 39, 
6, Baunlcr. FallJcltirmjlJgtr, p, n , 
7. Owles Whiting. HlUIltrs From w Sky: T~ 

Gtnowr PlUiJCltllM Corps, 1940.1945 (New 'iork: 
Slcln n Day, 1974). P. 58. 

8. JolIn Keelin. Six Armiu ill NO'IMItdy (New 
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Conference of Army Historians 
8·11 June 1992 

Sunday,7 June 
1400-1800· ~gl$tnl.lIon for MACOM 
Historians 

Monday,8 June 
()8OO.1'200 - Registration 
0800-1100· MACOM CWnci l M(X:tin& 

0800-1700· MHOS Moc\inc II fl.. Belvoir 

1300-1 330 - Welcome: Dr. John Greenwood. 
Sri&. Gen. llarold Nelson 

1330-1530 
/nlfrMrliNtaJ MilitOIT)' HisWry Pond 

Chair. Brig. Gen. Harul\! Nel!>Jfl, eMH 

Or, r .H. Kamphul1, Olier. HiMori~ Section, Royal 
Nc:thc:r1ands Anny 
Repl"CliCmalivc of the Royal 1lul A.nny 

ProrCMOr [): VO$. Royal Military "adem),. 
Belgium 

LL em, Sergio 8cTtamlschi. 
DiTlXlOtofCullural AITairs. Brv.i lian Anny 

lSJG.l600 - Intermission 

1 60(). 11(10 

Thf Army HislOri/JII (JruJ IoUIOIMtinlt 

CoI . 1llomas Sweeney. Dil'Q:;tor. Mill 

Evenin,- Open 

Thesday.9 June 
0800-0830 - SeCn::llIry of the Army 
lion. M K;lu!el P. W. Store 

0830-1200 

TilE W,4R IN THE GULF AND m AfTERMATIl 

"'_30 
TM "/Iud C(KIlirw.. 

Cho.ir. Col. Fr.u'lCois GrcnaudiCl. Assislanl Military 
Attache, Emba.<;SJ of France (Tenwive) 

John Hardin,. Army H~ncal Swoch.. MiniSH), or 
Defense. U.K. 

Lt. Col. Frederick Gudlon. France 

LL COL Michad Burke, XV11I Airborne Co~ 

Doc~II'III' Spffia/ 51C1';tl 

Chair. S. S,I. Michxl Fisher 
Capl. Cyn.as E. Gwyn, Cmbt. PictOrial DeLaclunenl, 
Joint Combat Omen 

LI . COL. PaL Wise. o.m . Medical Operations 

Dr. Richard Stcwarl, S~ci lll Op:J1Itions 

09JO.IO)() 
DoclUlttftl{III O~,aliOfu Oesc" 511itldlOescfl 
S~ 

Chai r: Dr. Ch3r1C$ CUreton 

Maj. C!lri~lopher Manos - VII Corps 

Maj. Roben K. Wright - XV11I AirbomcColpS 

Maj. William Epley - 224 Supcom 

Docl0ltllting l ilt Aflumnlll 

Chair. Dr. Jnhn GlQCnwood 
Dr. Janel McDonnell. USACE 
Rebuildin, Kuwait 

1...1.. Col . Gordon Rudd. USMA 
Operation PRoVIDE COMFORT 

I03().I200 

TM lfistoriatl 41 Pw[icifHJ"' 

J7 

Chair. S ri,. Gen. L. Don Holder. Jr. 

LI. Col. JoI"f1 Sloan Brown, U.S. Nav.ti War Collc,c 

Maj. Kev;n McKcdy. USMA 

Col. R.tiph M. Mildlcll. Nillioml nr,fensc Univer' 
slty 

LI. Col . Gregory Fmtcnot, National Defence 
College, C"'~I 

C'tarl~, A~ Elld ProdUCf 

Chai r. Dr. Edward Drea. CMH 

Mr. Tom Donnelly, MIII), Tllllu 

Mr. Brian Durry. us Nt:Ws alldWQTld Rtptltf 

Dr. F/WIk Schubcn. CMU 

Col. Rictwd Swain. CSI 

1200-1300 - Lunch - Open 



THE U.s. ARMY IN WORW WAR 1/; THE MEDI­
TERRANEAN AND EUROPEAN THEATERS. 
J94J-4S 

1300-14)0 

Sicil), 

emir Ind Comment: Albert Galland (rcnlallve) 

Col. Kenneth Hamburger, USMA 
Ternln Problems 10 lh: Skili;m Campaign 

Dr. James Dunn. USACE 
Anny Et1liTUn in Sicily 

Tht STilllllilll Exptdlrlo"",,, F(Net in lht 
Medilurillll!lUI Theillt, 

emir: Col. John Cash. CMH 

Dr. frank McCa.nn. University of New Hampshire 

Dr. Thomas Sl<idrMre, Brown Un]vcnily 

General Vernon Wallen. USA (Ret.) 

Lt. Gen. ~rg;o BcrgamL'lchi. 
Director of Cultural Affairs. Bruilian Anny 

U.s. A"".)' Ai , FOOTel i llihe Mtt/ilt"lJIltilll 

Chiir: Dr. HennilO Wolk, AFHO 

Dr. Edwarll Ralne~, CMIl 
Air Otloerv.uion f'I:l.qJ In lh: McdiLernncan Theater 

Dr. M:u Schoenreld. Univenity of WillCOOSin, Eau­
Caire 
1be Ex.pcric-na of lh: 480th Anli -Submarine GmJp. 
USAAF. in Support o f the Inv...,ion of Italy 

Dr. Alan Gropman, Nalional Defense UnlversiLy 
Bla(k Air Fom: Units in the Mcdite~n "Theater 

10(~I500· l ntc""ission 

ISQO..t630 

Allied Ope'aliOtt!l 111110.1, 

Chair: U Col. John Sloan B",wn. 
U.S. Naval Wu Coliege 

Col. Jose-ph Bonfiglio. USA (RCI .) 
Ex.po:rie~ ilS UI OSS Omccr in lhe Medlternnc.tl1 
lbealCI 

U . Col. Scott McMichael. DAMO.SS 
The Devil', Brigade 

Maj . J.D.C Benneu, Queen Eliubclh 
Mililll)' Hospital 
Medical Suppan In the British 8th Anny Durin8 tile 
Ital ian Campaign 

38 

1M Ilill"", Ar",)' 

Ouoir: General Andrew GoOOpaster, USA (Ret.) 
Bat~e Monwncnts Commission (rental]ve) 

Lt. Col. Tom o,ristiart<Ofl, CSI 
Italian Contributions to the Allied War Effon 

Col. Gi.-.callo GIY. Drief. ItaliUl Military HiSlOf)' 
Ofr~ 
1llc Italian Anny From Sicily to !he Breakout of the 
(loIhicUnc 

Dr. Brian Sullivan, National Defense University 
Activities of Italian FasciSlS and Thcir Impac:l on 
U.S. Army Operations 

Tht Allied Ar",lts 1II/Ialj 

emir. Lt. Col. Culo D·ESle. USA (kCL) 

Dr. Dominick Ciraham 
Allied Operational OIoioes 

Dr. William McAnd~w. Nationat Odcra: Head­
Quarters. ean,da 
Bal~cs for Rome, 1944: Anzlo's Uri Valley 
COIlJ>CCtion 

Dr. Raymond Callahan. Univers;ty ofDclaware 
WIILSIDIl Olurchill and Hi5 IlIllucllCC on McditeTT1l­
ncan Stralegy 

Brig. Gen. R:lb SJlaf1cs. AUS (Re!.) 
EIo.pcric:rces It AlI1jo 

1800-2000 - B.-.quct 

Speaker - Anny o,icfor SuffGcncrai Gordon 
Sullivan 

Wednesday. 10 June 
""",,,30 

NonNJNJ)' p,tfNl'aJWn.s aNI. UwiillgJ 

Chair: Dr. Robert Joy, Uni formed ~rviccs Univer­
l ily o f !he Health Sciencc.s 

Mr. Billy Anhur. CMH 
Thtining!he U.s . Ann)' [nvilSion Foroe 

MI. SOseph Balkowski 
The 1161h [nfantl)': The Assault f orce oflhc 29th 
Di~ision 

Capt.. Donald 11111. Ann, Medical Dcpuuncnt 
Center and School. R . Sam Iiou.qon 
Malical Support ofthc Nonnandy Landing 



Tht Gtnrr.JII A,."" ;" NQfmandy 

Chair and Comment: TBA 

Lt. Col. Detld Vogel, /oIGFA 
Gennan Preparations for III IllYuion of the We:!lt 

Dr. Rlch.1II DiNlJdo. Sl Peter"s College 
1lle NJlurc of the ~nnan Anny and the Dcfen~ of 
Nonnandy 

IIIItlli6tMt AClivi/it, SurrtXltldilll /ht Not7NlNIy 
fllotIJlOtI 

Chair: Mr. George Conmntinidel 

Mr. Thomas Parrish · TBA 

Capt. A..nony ANti, I'M B,." 
Jt(lhur;h Te~s and Frel'lol:h Resiscancc Fon;:cs 
Dr. Kcir Ste rling, U.S. Anny Ollln;mcc Center and 

""'" 1lle Role ofGeogl1lphc::" in the OSS 

0Il3().11XX) - Intcnn ission 

1(0).1130 

NOrlrtQlIdy 10 Iht G tmIiUt BMdt. 

Cb:Ii r: CoL. Roben Doughty. USMA 

Maj. Michael Doubler, NOB 
Annor and Infmtry in !he Bocasc 

Dr. lames A. Hu.~ton 
Thilll Anny LDgi~ics 

Col. Jack English. Cmldian Natlmal Dcfa'lQe 
Univel'5ity 
1lle ~i;sn Anny In Nonnandy 

Tht fll otIJ/(m of SOIl/ht,,, F roMt 

Chair. Dr. Jeffrey C1ar'cc. CMIl 

Col. Paul Gaujac. Olier of!he Historical Scrvice 
Frtneh Anny 
1lle Billie of Provence 

Ctnct;tJ Wim~ Quinn. USA (Ret.) 
Gene ral AJeunder Paleh 

Dr. Anhur L. Funk, UnlvenlLy o fAorH:I<l 
1lle Seventh Anny and !he french Rcsi5UJlCe 
During Opo::r.ltion DRAGCXlN 

Scitlllisrs ond Iht Arl of Wor 

Chair. Dr. Brooks Klchcr 

Dr. Jeffrey Sman. Chemical RCliO:arch Dc:velopmem 
and Engineer Cenlcr. Aberdeen Proving Groond 
New Technologies: Chemical W.rfare 5crvice 
Dcvc10pmcnu During WoI1d War II 

19 

Dr. Tcm::rw;e Capp. Wilfrid Laurier University 
OperJIion&l Rese&rd! and the Gcnnan Anny's Rcal 
Se<:rct Weapons: The Monar and the Ntbtlwtr/tr 

Mr. Eugcoc Visco. Omce of the Unde r Sec~ry of 
the Anny 
Operational Resea reh 

113().1300 - LullClDln 
Speaker - U. Col. Carlo lJE5te, USA (Ret.) 

13O(}.1430 

A"""" I" flit £TO 

Ow.ir. TBA 

Col. J~es l..eac.h, USA (Ret.) 
E.po:ricnce5 

Dr. Dale Wilson. Presid io Prcu 
Black TJnkcf!l 

Dr. Chris G~bcl. CSt 
Tank Destro)'en in !he ETO 

TIlt Sitt/ried Lint 

OIair: Col. Sieve Bowman. o.:~ty Bri~ com­
mmdcr. U.S. Anny. Berlin 

Prof. Jo5l:ph Whilehome 
11le Baute of Schmidt and the Hucngcn Forest 

Dr. Benjamin Schoenmaker. Sec/It MiliUlirt 
Gcschitdtllis l..ondmoclufa/!. Nelhcrlancb 
U.S. Anny Opcratioos in the: Netherlands: MARKET. 
GARDEN and MlCr. 1944. I94!i 

Col. Nonnan L. Srnilll, USA (Rel) 
Experiences Wilh the: l02d Infwry at Ule Sicgfried 
Line. October 1944 ·Febru~ry 194!i 

W"""tll «lid /ht u.s. An", '" WQfld War If 

Chair. Col. MargJrc[ B~ilcy. USA (Ret.) 

Ms. fr.lnces M.nin. Chemical Rc~arch Dcvclnp­
mmt and Enginc:cr Cente r. Aberdeen Proving 
G~"" 
Women WOrkCf5 in Anny Chemical Plants 

Cot. Ro,emary McCarthy, ANC (Ret.) 
Anny Nu/'SCs in the Mcdltcmnc:an and EutopCan 
1lIc1tCf!l 

Dr. MlIIha Putney 
Black WAC 

Mill. aurity Adams Elrley 
6888111 PosuI Baualion in the: European Theater 

1.3().1 SOO - JllICnn is.\k)n 



lSOO-1630 

Tire Ar/ll)' HiJloricQ/ Br(JIICh DUTI'''g WW/I ,' The 
EII'Gpt(J" Thealtr 

Chair: TBA 

Dr. Fonest Pogue 
Dr. Ricllard Leiglllon 

Dr. John G. Westover 

Dr. Kenneth Hechler 
Dr. Hugh Cole 

18(0.2000 - Reception 

T hursday, II June 

""""'''' Tht u.s .. 'ioldiu /" W Eruoptiln Thtilltr 

OIair. Dr. Roger Spiller, CSI (renunive) 

Maj. Dean Williams 
S.LA Marsh.:lll 

Dr. FTanC;S Steckel. Univcrsily of Alabama 
MOl3lc Problems of lhc U.S. Soldier in Combal 

Maj . David Lamm 
TayloriSln and lhc Development of Replacemenl 
'Theory In !he European llleatcr 

Logislic! ill Ihe ETO 

Chair. Col.llIomas Sweeney. MHI 

Col. Thomas S .... eeney 
Lngi,;tia in the European 'Theater 

Dr. Steve Anders, QuartcnnaSlCr Corps Historian. 
Fl. Lee, Virginia 
ETOUSA ChicfQuanennaster Maj. Gen. Roben M. 
Li t~ejohn 

Dr. John Ohl, Arirona Slale Collcge 
Lngl,;tics in the ETO: The Vic .... From Anny Service 
Forces Headquancrs 

B(Jrric of Ihe Bulge 

Chair. Lt. Col. James M. John.<QI1. USMA 

Col . Roland Focl'l'tcr. MGFA 
Gennan Perspectivcs on Opcrlllionall11in~ing in the 
P'rcpill3lion and Conduel of the Ardenne!; Offensive, 
1944-194~ 

Dr. B,I1T)' Fo .... k:. USACE 
'The S I st Engineer Balt.aJlon 

PmfCMOr Luc De Vas, Chair, Hislory Dcpartmenl. 
Royal MilitaJ)' Academy, Bru=ls 
TBA 
0930-1000 -Intcnnission 

1000-1130 

IfiJlOric(J/ CoIkclions Rdaling /Q IU Medlrtrril' 
ntiln and Ellropttl" TUlJltrS 

OIair. TBA 

Arehivists from MHI 

Alan Aimone 
WWII CollCC{i()ll$ at West Point 

Wrllirog Me G'UfI Boots 

Chair. Brig. Gen. James Collim. USA (Ret.) 
(rwlalivc) 

Dr. Forrest Pogue 

Dr. Richard Leighlon 

Dr. Aillen Garland 

Dr. Hugh Cole 

Btl/tie of Ihe Bwgt (emu/fllltd) 

Chair. Col. Ralph Milchcll. Nalional Dcferu;c 
Unlversily 

U. Col. Gregory Fontcnot. Canadian War College 
Tho: 7th Annorcd Di~isjon in !he Baule of!he Bulge 

Col . Jerry Morelock. 
Leadeffihlp in !he Ardennes 

Dr. Roben F. Phillips. TBA 

Dorothy Ila~i$. R.N .• Excwtivc Officer. lIaulc of 
!he Bulgc Historical Foundalion 
Expc:ricl'lCC5 al a 57th U.S. Anny Field Hospilal 
During the BailIe oflhc Bulge 

1130-1300 _ Luncheon 

Speakcr - Dr. Russel! Weigley 

1300-1430 
AI/ied ulllhr~"ip /fl Iht ETO 

Chair. Col. Charlcs F. Brower, USMA 

Dr. Charlcs Kirtpatrick, Command HiSlorian, V 

CO"" 
V COrps LeadcBhip Analysis 

Maj . Bayle. Ecole dt Gutrfl 
11K French Commandcl!i of !he Anny of Libera· 

",,, 
Dr. Pal rick Murray. Valley Forgc Military Academy 
and lunior COllege 
Eiscnllo .... er vs. Montgomery: Post .... ar Memoirs as 
Primary SOurces 

Final Bil/titS 

OIair. Dr. H.O. MaI~, Command HiSioriatl. 

"'ADOC 



Dr. John Grtalwood, eMil 
Engineers on the Rhine 

Ckneral WiUlam A. Knowlton. USA (Rd.) 
The link-up With the So~1c1S 

Dr. Wolfgang ELo;chmiM. AUAriln Military HiSlOf)' 
Scf\licc 
FcmPass I94S: One of the LaS! Saules in Europe 

Allied Ai, FO<"cu illille f:TO 

Cha ir. Dr_ Rkhatd Hlllion 

Dr. llIomu Julian. National Defense University 
OperaIkWI FRANTIC and USAAF - Soviet Coopen_ 

",,, 
Dr. Din~1 Monensen, AFHO 
Tat:\iell A~ialinn Doc!rine for Normandy: Field 
Experiencc Counlers the W.shin~ton Agenda 

Dr. Stephen Harris. N.tion.ll Defence Headquancrs. 

c ..... 
A Compari~ of USAF and RAF Str.ltegk 
Rombin.: 
1430-1 SOO - ImclTIl lssion 
IS(XH700 

ParlicipaIILJ Rtmtmhtr Ihe f:TO 

Chair. Dr. OwIes Roland, USMA 

ArchbWq) Philip HaMIll (Tcnlativc) 
Experiences as I Chaplain With the 82d Airborne 
l)j"isMln 

Dr. James HUSIon 
Expcrienc:cs in an Infantry BIlI'lion II Sl 1.0. 
Lorraine, ancIlhe Ardennes 

Dr. Brooks Kleber 
E~pcricnccs as a POW at Hammclooll: 

Igoo..200l Banquet - Speake r . TBA 

leiters to the Editor 

Edil()l: 

ROftaId ~LOI'S line sUf\leyofthe riseof miliLary 
hiAOf)" In the United SULCl (A,my Hi$Wry No. 19. 
Summer 1991 >!IU/Ters from AmcriaKlenuism. Omil' 
LCd is the impat:l of"Thcodon: Ropp's War III Ihe 
Mode", WOt"I4 (19.s9): Pn:$Ion, Wise, and Werner's 
MtII l" Arms; and 0lIIe1 papcrbat:ks' hl~ry of Wl/_ 
faIC . 

The Army 's adoption of Mili/ary Affairs through 
bloc ~ubscriplion for425 ROTC units(l.hanks to Col. 
O .W. Manin.Jr .. Brooks Kleber.and Richatd Weinen) 
and, sim ilar movc by the All Fora: with AUDSPQCC 

His""iolliiso dcscf\lC menlion. 
Other fKlon IIW innllCnced the rise of miliury 

hi!ltOf)' in 1hc Uniled Stata include the ;availlbilhy o r 
bibliographical guides with specialist chaplcrs by 
known scholars covering official hlsLOries, Rrilish, 
American, and international wort., and Lhc ioclI:uing 
InlclC!lt by publishers in iCtXpll ng and Kelling mililary 
hiAory. 

Aaullly. Lhc ·~w'· military hiSlory gocs b;Kk 10 
Lhc 51udy of Lhc Ru.\SO-JiIIJIIOC'C Wir and 10 the Au~· 

LnIilfl hi~ric:sor bolh World Wars I and II. as well as 
10 milillry. /\ivaI. and IiI medicll historics. 

" 

U~lly, one muSt menlion Lhc [ntenwional Com· 
mission on Mil ilary History IIlIIthe rise of American 
participation_ led by Cot John E. kssup. Ir. (fo~r1y 
o f the Cenltr of Military HIAOI)') from I91S to 1991. 

The rise of mlliury hiswry in the UniLCdSuLCs has 
been much wider lhan merely in Ihc field of Amcrican 
history, as demonstrated by $uch anides as those on 
the U.S. hi sloriO&l1Iphy of World War II published in 
L4 SecoNkl XMtrrQ ",o~dlole (1977) and Nne 
FOt"sc/u"'gc" ."'" Zwcirt" Wt/liTlcg ( 1990). 

U.S. scholars have developed 'Iruly global inter­
est and many o f them. sud'! IS Roger Beaumont. 
Oemis Showaller. and John T . Gnxnwood. led Ih: 
new miliwy history bef()IC II Wl$ discovered by 
latecomers. 

Robin Higham 
editor and F'n)fcssorof 

Military HiAOI)' 
Kamas Stale UniVCTSily 
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BookRev~w 

by £Ct."lIrd J. nn'. 

BlIlfUlII: Our lAst Dlltll 
by John W. WhUman 
IIIppocrmc Books. 754 pp., $29.'5 

Amertcan·1ed fOTOe!OII Batun$U~mllOthe 
Japanuet,npuialA'I7I)'on9 Apri1I942.fi(r lninety­
!h/llC day siege. Durinl: Lholll: duperlllC: days, the 

American publi'" m:eived a earduUy filterM descrip­
tion of the U.S. Army's first battle of WOI1d War II. 
Much of what the public heard was blatant propa­
landi, &mCrously supplied by offidal and unofficial 
$OUrttl ;dike. Today , fifty years after the fall of 
8 ....... , U. Col. John W. Whiunan has given us • 
detailed tactic;U histOry of the campalill . His acrom­
plishmem is aU Ihc more remarkable bcC8USC he had to 
~lruCt the campaign b.:Ittles without the aid of 
extensive documen~lon ()l det.iled iICCOndlry re­
,oM. 

Whiunan 's :ability 10 imegralC hundm.b of inte r­
views with survivina veterans "" ... -eU as ( uenslve 
eone$pondence wilh patticipants inlo a smOOth_flow_ 
ing narrative results in a wcll-org;mized and well'lold 
$101)'. His eye for the illustrative detail enlivens and 
enriches his nlUTative. Inshort. Colonel Whitman lias 
written a fi rst-rate accOUnt of a longovenluccampaign 
study. Campaign history In rum highlil:hts the many 
~sW and few weakncssc:s of his account. 

HllJtIllIt: OIU Lwl Dilclr it an (XaUenl exampleof 
the 5O-callc<l traditional military history. COlonel 
Whlunan 's taCliea1 analysisand discrimlnatlng asscss­
ments of weapons. temin. ll1Iinlng. Iogi~tics. and so 
ronh make his WOlk I primer for junioroffocer$. He 
IppI'OaChes the campaign wilh a critiC81 'Pirit, yet 
mainuins hisobjc<:livitythn)Ughout tilc nalB1ive. 'The 
high commands. personified by U. Gen. Muah3N 
HOf1lma and General Douglas MacAtthur. m:pec­
lively. do oot fare well under the gl~n: of hl$torical 
lroqulry. Homma's vetCrlrt Japanese troops missed 
several opportunities bcQ.use he WiS ul15Ure of his 
exact mission and objective. Mac:Anlwr Interpn:ted 
cvenUi and issued communiques is he wl$hcd thints 
would be, not IS they were. Yet it is;u: the tactical level 
that BIlJ(J(U!e~cels. 1.1 \Vhilman CllplurelthcchlDS and 
wnnoil of an unpre~ anny thrown imo desperate 

-"". As Colonel Whiunan ac:kmwled,es. his tr.Jdi-
tiooal hiSlOry awn»eh excludes the larterconten of 
the BalUn =npaign, earlleropcrations on Luzon and 
in the Pacific, WQrld events, pOliunl ramifications in 

" 

the Phlllpplra and in the Unital States. and ~ 
SUlIlCIY. in the era of the ''new military hiSlory,R his 
1ac:t1C81 focus may seem overly narrow or 100 special-
11.ed for a general reader, yet by c~plaining in dctail the 
experience: of the wrrible campaign on B3b.m in 1942. 
Whiunan ',fine book remindsus :UlCwth.at armlesui$( 
to fi&ht and thaI the pria of I.II1pfeparedness is hiJb, 
bome less by the pOlitici;w and strategiSlS IIIIn by the 
privates. oorporals, selJeanUl, and junior OrnOCfS who 
must go forward imo banle, 

Dr. £dw(J.d J. OreD is c/liq cf Ihe Rewuclr QrId 
AMJ)'Jis Division. U.S. Arm), Ctmt. of "'IIfIDry 
HisfOry. 

Book Rev~w 
by Thomas M_ Huber 

Alll""'U~-AII,lime: Tht lIillO'1 of 'lie FI!t1-Str­
ellill Ill/all"1 (I'SJ 
by John E. Olson and Frank 0_ Anders 
Jolin Eo Olson. lJ8 PP .. $IS.OO 

This volume is a good brief history of one of the 
rtllimenLS of Philippine Scouts that were formed dur­
il\i Unital Stalts jurisdietioo in the Philippine Islands. 
'They were inspired by the suc:cessful e;u1ier tradition 
oru,s . Anny Indian SCOuts, and they elliSled in_ 
fonn from the earl lCst years of the American pn:scncc:. 
The S1th (PS) Wis oommissioncd from 1920. inacti­
vated in 1949. and di ~banded in October 19051. its 
enlisted men and noncommissioneoJ ufficcrs were 31-
mOIA C no re Iy Fi I ipi no. Ind ill 0 m CCr.l """re vi nual1y aU 
U,S. AmlY offICers. 11le unitcres1embraced the "Lone 
Sta(' ofTellas and the sea lion of the Philippines. 

nw: mi~ wort.cd (xtremely well, and the UR'i. 
Anny probably deserves more cn:dit than it geu his­
lOriully for wortingcffectively with personsof differ­
ent cultu fCs. It is h.ml 10 im~glnc units like !his 
genuinely cohesive if they had been led by orrocers 
from \he ImperlillJapanuc ArI7l)', for uample. 

'The !l11h CPS) rOUfl~ on Balun in the spring of 
1942. and wiSsuhj=oo both to the riguo:ofb:. ttle and 
the rigors of ~1.lITendcr, This WQrt describes the events 
of (he Philippine campaign befo~ and during the 
lIataan s(ruggle fmm I n.:giment 's-eye yl(w that holds 
m:any Intere5ting detail, ofien missing from ac:coonl$ 
focU$Cd on highc:. «lw;lons. 'The ~glment earned 
scvenIy·fOU.$il~r stm. among IlIher awards, befon: 
demobiliuLion shortly after Philippine irw;lepcn(\cnoc. 

Thi, sludy is oomp,arable in tone and coverage 10 



the betlCr offICial hiSlOrics. llIcr.: aA: useful appen_ 
dia" listin& the 57th's commardetS, medal m:ipirnt" 
casualties. and the like. Thi, privalcly publi!lhod book 
is well pn)duotd, and the photo,~ well thosen. 
althooch fourpa&a in this ~ic_r·. alp)' missed the 
binder', nee4letomplelcly, and ClIlf Oftwoo([hehand­
drawn maps /;OUld IQvc been tidier. 

On the whole, Anywlltrt·AlI}'rlmt is I useful and 
weltomc addition 10 the r.:,imcnulliteratur.:. 

Inurtsrtd ptfMlfI!J C411 Nthr III/.! volumt dlrtcl/y 
f.om Co/.JoIuI E. Olson. USA (Rtf.), O~ T~'J PQf"! 
La~' 51Q. San Antonio, Tam 78209. 

Dr. TIrcmus M . Hu/xr is II II/s/orill" IIllht Combal 
S,,.dittl..,,i,_. ,..ilh II sp«i<II iNtreSl i" lilt. 8/Ul1l111 
campalt" (tup. I ofllUs iss~). 

Book Run 
by I)nld Hopn 

Seer" ForUI of World Wllr II 
b, Philip Wlrner 
Sca rborou&h Hose Pr~. 13 1 pp., $22.95 

A commando raid on Erwin Rommer's suppoKd 
headquancrs. " Immodest" Fn:nch fllfmcr'. dauchttrs 
who di.\.Iract GeTman ,uards long enouch for Allied 
saboleutS 10 make Lhcirescopc: A 8ritishcommando 
who dines on twip. leaves. iR!lCCh • .oo-~Iup. 
A body that wuIlCli ashor.: on the Spanish 00ISt. 
burin, a fuc dispatch to trick the: CicTmans into 
beli(:Ving 1.I\;J1 the Allics wen: about to &llaclr. Sardima 
Instead ofSieily. A Communistguerrilll Le3der who is 
uved by an American mcdic and 10C$0I'l \0 Lead Nonh 
Vittnam aGainst llle Unilcd StiltS twenly ycarslattr. 
All thi~ and mon;: appears in Ptlilip Wimer's Ste ftl 
Forctl ufWorld WQf" II. 

Wimer. i fonner lecturer II thc Royal Military 
Academy It ~hum and wthor of I nl,UTlbe, of 
popularhl~tories and revicws. h.a.~ produced a veril~blc 
SITIOrgasbon.t of "secret" fOro:lO, ranging from j»rlI­
I~ and eommandos meodcllteaters and agcnl~ 
'The: boot makes: no pR!lt!nsiorui \0 be an analytical 
In:atmcm of such i~ u !he proper role of keret 
forees and !he problem of misuse. Launching o1im:tiy 
inlO lhe Story o f alrtlome lroopl aHcr a few lnilial. 
bn»d comments on !he importance of secn:t forca. 
Wrincn in, "'thcr chauy styLe. frcqllC:nlly going off on 
IlI1g(nL~.1hc namtivt allimes reads morc like a ~ln:~m 

" 

of consciousncu, lupl", in one spot from covert 
rubbtr lr1din, in Southe:U1 Asi, 10 Col. WendeD 
Fe,,;,'s guerrillas in lhe Philippinca. 

llIc autt.Jr docs not cover all the SlCCn:t fOl'CeS of 
World Was II . ~milledly an impossible wit in ore 
vollll1le. He focuses on the Brilish Ind on WCSle1Il 
Europe and the: Mcditernnc:ln. For an American 
edition. the boot ilvcs n:m.,'ubly link: .1lCntion 10 
American secn:t fOTUs. not even mentioning RUS3eD 
Volkmann's guenillu in northern Luwn.the llIids 00 
prisoner of was camps at Los Banos UId Cabanatuan, 
thc aclivilies oflhe Alamo Scouts. and the: odyssey of 
Nicol Smith. When II 00e1 cover American special 
opellilions. as in the case of Menin's MarnMlcrs.1he 
discu55ioo is ot\cn SpOIty and WlCleas. implying IhlI 
the IUthordoanoi ~. finn grasporlhe activities 
of !hose units. M inadequate as is !he UUlmcnl of 
American uni .... the di$C:u.J$ion Is ~n weaker in its 
tteatmenl of Axis secn:t forces. Granted. souroc:s in 
English 00 Aacls Rael activities areoftom IQ~ 10 lind. 
bul some do eliSl. notably David Kahn's HilldJ 
Spits. wliich !he author appatCnlly /lCvtr eaamined. 

'The narrative conllln.~ • number of other inita­
tions. ll>c aUlhor 5how_. IClldc:ncy tow~~ovem.ate­

mall. as in hi s assen loo lIIat World War II, withoul a 
knowledge of seeret IlpemloM. "seems a jumble of 
unlinked opc:rat iona." Altimcs. his prose IUms banal. 
iii! in his $t~tement that Maj. Cicn. Otde C. Wingate 
"belicYed fervently tlw the: moSI effective form of 
warfare wu 10 drive a deep wedge Imo and behind the 
CfICIT1 'J I i ncs. ~ and "NO arm 'J II kcs 10 r« llhll!he cnc:my 
is bu$)' c:sIabl ishing SllOflgpoints behind II 00 its linc of 
eommunitalions." A oomberofmlllOfermrsatso mas 
the diKUSSion. includin, wron, datcs ((0' Wingate's 
propoHI to the: Allied Joint MaM'ngStaff(July L944. 
after his duth?); his lIIatemcnt tNl every J<'!dburgh 
leam contained Brilish, Fn:nch •• nd American n:prc-
5Cntllives; and lIis uscnion 1.I\;Jt the oriKinal name of 
!he OSS (Office of Slr.IICgic Se",i(:C!l) wil the Office 
of the CoordinalOr of Suategic lnfonnallon. and that 
SO slood for Sabotage Opcl1llon. 

Ahhouth the: Iuthor has examined a wide range of 
souro:s. lie did miss some Imponmt OOC5. includinK 
Lord Loyal's memoirs and D~vid Kalln's The 
Codtb,t~rs. 

Notwithstandin& the ISSICnions in!he prcfaa. one 
Ci/llwdly cal l this book IIR)Undbn:akingWOft. llIc 
author's basic point II sound. bIIllla~ly n:volutionary. 
Secret actiYities. such Il$!he decoding of ULTltA and 
MAGIC. and pani,.n raids that delayed !he ililXmbly of 
Cicnnan rellC"'es durinllhe eruclal emy days of the 
IYule of Nonnandy. did make a majoramtributlon to 



the eventual victory, but the war could not IIlIve been 
won withDut theopcrations of mass units. Beyond that 
point, the book presents not somuch analysisas a series 
of tales. As a p<.>pUlar acwunl, it might have nlue but 
for all the emJrs that c=p inlo the manuscrip'1. Given 
these f~ults, one finds it hard 10 recommend h even as 
a general S\JlVcy o f set:~t operations in World War II. 

Dr. D(J",d Hog(J" iJ (J hislOr;(J" i" Iht C tn/t,' s H/sro­
.,·tS DiYisio" . lit iJ Ihe (JUlhor of U.S. Army Speclal 
Operations in World War 11, and J.s worii"g 011 (J 

fonhcoml"g bool:.QrI Army R(JIlgcrs/rom World W(Jr If 
IMough 1M l"vll$iotI O/GrenadlJ. 

Book Rulew 
by Edgn F. Raines, Jr. 

A History oj Army Aviolio", 1950.J961 
by Richard P. Wei~1 

Office orlh-e Command Jlistorian , U.s. Army 
Training and Doctrine Comrl1lmd (TRAI)()C). 
31S pp. 

In the late 19605, Mr. Richard P. Weinen, a histo· 
rian with theContinental Army Command (CONARC) 
Hi ~lOry Office. besan conducting research on 
CONARC"s role in the development of Army aviation 
betwoon 19SO and 1962. His work was intended to be 
one of a series of command mooosraphl: on the topic 
supporting a major volume on the hiStory of Army 
aviation. 10 be pn:parcd in what was then the Offioo of 
the Olief of Military History, now the Center of Mili · 
tary Hi~tory. Because of the oomple~ity of the subject 
and the prns of other bu.tincss normal in the history 
office of any major command. Weinen tackled the 
project in segments. 

CONARC published the firsl in 197 1: il covered 
the years 19~O through 1954, ending with the move· 
mentofthe AviatiOO5chool10 Fon Rucker. The U.S. 
Army Trainins and Doctrine Command (TRADOC), 
which picked up the project when CONARC diS<lp­
peam:! In the 1973 roorganization of the Army, PJb­
tished the second segment in ]976. It detailed the 
period 19S~ to 1962 and ended with the preliminaries 
for the Howze Board. Weinen never wrote the third 
and final segment dealing with the Howze. Board. 
although he continued to hope that he might find the 
time, until his ~timnent in 1988. Of aI] the aviation 
~tudics originaUy planned, only Weinen's two mono­
gl1lp/ls TC;t\;he!I the publication St8ge-a tribute 10 

Weinen's good woik. and 10 the professionalism of the 
CONARC and later TRAIX)C history offices. With · 
out the strong suppon of the command historian, Dr. 
Brooks Ii Kleber. thcproject would never have re:lChed 
fruition. 

The twO monogl1lp/ls, which provide an authorita· 
tive a.ccoum of CONARC"s role in the development o f 
Army aViation dulinS this foonative period of its 
hlstnry, have been in great dcmand since their initial 
photo·offset publication. When Dr. Kleber's succes· 
sor. Dr. H. O. Malone, decided 10 n:publish \hem, he 
ele<:ted to combine them into one volume. Before 
Weinert n:tired. he lOOk the initial steps to pull the two 
together. e.g .. eliminating dup]lcations. Dr. SLI.WI 
Canedy of the TRAIX)C history offk:e continued the 
process and copyedlled the entire manuscrip! . The 
resulting volume is a handsomc rcfcrencc tool. valu· 
able to hmh the aviation and hi slOricai communitiCl[l. 

The book Is OOt a history of Army aviation during 
the years ]95(). ]962. Rather, it is an account o f the 
n:cord that Headquaners , CONARC. and ils pn:dccc:s. 
sor ageTlCie~compilcd while dealing with the aviation 
Issue, with some lreatment of events on the Army Staff 
levcl, and rather Jess altention to developments 3l the 
Army AviationSchool. Relentlessly,the focus is upon 
e VC/llS in the COlli inental Uni ted States. Army aviation' s 
p;lrtieip;ltion in the Korc;m War occurs entirely orf· 
stage. Weinen is concerned eKclusivcly with the 
rcactionofthe Depanmemofthe Annyand the Office 
of the Chief of Army Field Forces staff. Thi s han: 
hones lreaurn:nt ends in 19S~. For the remainder of the 
volume. Weinert effe<:tively placed the aviation !ilory 
with.in the context of the "'New Look" poliCies of 
Dwight D. Eisenhower's adminl5tl1llion and the debate 
Over massive ~taliation versus flexible response. 

In the first section. \he author oftcn ncglccu \0 
identify the officers who held key positions in the 
military hieran:hy. The result is a severely impcl"$Qnal 
history in which various nameless officials intel1lct. In 
thesccond partofthcbook, Wdnen iSC8refu] IOname 
them. Oearly he ur;cd the fi ve years betwoen the 
public;rlion of the twO segments to good advantage. not 
only in mamering !he tcchnical details, but also in 
n:t1ecting on thei r larger implications. 

One of the dr$lwbacb in I headqU.1rtc:rs history 
such as thiS VOlume. which is pn:eminemly history 
from the lOp down. is that the pilots and mechanics who 
new and serviced Anny OIin:TlIfi IIlIve almost 00 role in 
their own history. They an: always acted upon, never 
!OC1O~. 11JC founder of the modem Anny a~i ation 
program. Col. w. W. Ford. is mentioned on page 7; the. 
next pilot Weinert identifies bynamc is Brig. Gen. Carl 



J. HUllon. who lim appc:aqonp;l&e1OO. One hopei. 
mon: com~hensive acr;ounl willlird 1\.IIIer .ole for 
the I ... iltors. 

Dr. ElJ,tII" F. ReJifla." .. iJ Q hiJIOrioiI illlhe CeNt' " 
HiJlOf"itJ DiviJiorI. He iJ c",relllly worbllg 0/1 Q 

fftIJIlUJcripl "ltuuivtly lilled " In the Nap of the Elr\h: 
A History of Army A ... ialion.'· 

Kook Rt ¥iew 
by John M. Carbnd 

Tltt CtlM4itl1l ..trIllY tlfld 'If' fIItlrllllllld] Ctltrlptlig" , 
A StwJyo/ FoUII,., i. High Cotrll/lUllI4 
Prltetr.341 pp., $4US 

The performance of the Canadla ... Arm y i ... 
Normandy In !he summer of 1944 was ~disappoinl' 
ingly IlCk.I\lSler.~ (p. 3) Why was Illi$ so1 Tho:: 
conventUuJ uplanabon h.as been ~O\Ir own ICam· 
dian soldiers' ] shortcomings·' which made them "no 
malch" for the bailie hardenrd GennallS. (pp. 3-4) 

In Tht CGNJdiofl AI1IIY and !hI Normt.IlIdy Coni' 
pol~fI; A Sludy q Ftlilurt in //Igh Commond. So .... 
Engli5h. a Canadian soldie r best known for hi, 1981 
cluJ!e On lr(tlIllry. otTers an inlerp~tatlon mar1<edl)' 
al odds wi III the conventional one. ""The Canadian field 
r()~e" In Normand),. wril~ English. ''wu from Ill; 
Inccpllon compromi~ b)' a milil_ry JeadcBhlp that 
Iud for tOO long ronccflIratcd on bu~a\lCTlliJe. politi· 
cal. stralejIJI·diplom;nic. and technical pursll;U; 10 the 
~glc<:l of its oper.uionaJ IIIId tactic&J qulnteutnor;. 
Ha ... ing fOfUktn itsGreat WarprofeuioNllcgxy and 
military r1tson d·ctrc durin, the Imcrwar )'(1111. the 
Canadian hi&hoommand proved incaplbk of oondua· 
in, wonh .... hiJe lrai ... in, in Brilain. The: o¥crseas ann)' 

thus largel, .... "'co! its time and had 10 be re\J.uVC b)' 
othel1 the bu.siness of .... ar ..... hich tNI)' pIOrcssiofial 
armies had long rccogni7.cd was more profilably stud· 
led In peace." (p. xlv) 

He f"unher argues Ihat the )'em 5ptnl in Brillin 
belllJ "rc\J.uglu·· WC~ I10l as pIOn table u they lihollld 
have been for the Canac:U.n Anny. (p. xiv) En,li~ 
eoneenuatinlon the com\)at.nnli. and ~allymolC on 
infllltl}!han the ~\op$ his atgIImall in a 
SI~,hlro ...... rd narraliw; of the Canadian Army from 
World War IthrOllgh laIC wmmcr 1944. 

Afier uploring World War I', lepc)' lOr the 
Canadian Arm),. the innllCrlCC Of the RritlUl Armyon 
the ckvclopment o f the Canadian Arm), in the Intcrw;u 
period. and ... ariou.s Olhcr ~bjcclt-folte de~lop­
menl. equipment. statT 5tNClure. doclrine:. elc.-~I · 

" 

evant 10 understanding the C~;an Anny 's silullion 
u World W at \I appIOld"Ied. EnaJish IlClIl lIles the 
reldcr thlOugh an aoxDII,.. of how the Canadian fIeld 
anny came to be in ..... n imc and tnincd for eombat. 
Finall y. the book relale. the Uptrlmcc of the Cana­
dian AnTI)' In anion during the summer ~ths of 

''''. Some intcresting points I~ mldc along the WI)'. 

For example. the CanldiilJ1 l.rId rolte during and at the 
end of Wm1d War I ....... s one of the li nest fighling 
fonnal ions in the fortC~ orthe Brilish Empire." (p. 3(8) 
However. during the Interwar period the Canadian 
polilical and military Icadership losl sight of this tradi· 
tion due 10 "an older Cf1trenched mililia lr.Idilion thaI 
pe!pClml.Cd the illusion of Citit.cn·SOldier SllpCriority 
IIIId the game of political pittOll&8C (p. 3(8) "The 
pn:domirwICC of such a lraditlon vinllall), cn5\I!t:d that 
iIS Canad.Q1icrcd World War \I the ··art orwar fight· 
ing" would havc fnt" al l Intcms and purpOSeS died. 
Geno::ra1 Ardrew McNaughton. the kcymilitary figure 
in the intc ...... r peliod and ror most of the pcliod .... hen 
!he Canadian Arm)' did garri~ duly in England in the 
cari)' yearsofthe ..... r. '~lImed cmmc0\l51y Ihat"mili . 
Ilry krcwkdge .... L~ mal ... l)' a mancr of le<:hnical em· 
cieney that any sciCf1tifically educated person could 
mastCr probably beller than I regular officer." (p. 308) 
Funhcnnon:. budgClary problems and thedeJilC on the 
part oflhe military 10 kctp alow profile made a N in 
thai operational skills as wc:h. especially lIlo5e useful 
above the regimcnl1lllcvcl. _Id I10l survive. 

Dllring the urly )'(111 of the war. ;according 10 

Engli~. the lnIinin, liven bolh officers. line and still. 
and ll"lcir TIOOOOI1Im;ssioned COIInterparu .... as inad' 
equate. Although line and SUlrr Offi cers and troops 
panicipatcd in numcTOlls 'UrtilCl in Brillin prior 10 

the rummer of 1944. such tntinina "did I10l ellli~ly 
e_pu.nge eltherthose wealmc$$e$ in the canadian mili· 
tary s),glem that ul$lc4 before 19390r those amibuted 
10 rapid e_pansion ancr war was de<:1ared. ~ (p. 311) 
For eump\c. English toellevc$lhat thc high command 
in the Canadian Army ~lIg)ncd the nocd for combined 
""'5lraining .... i'h !he ~$\Iltlll~1 somc Canadian rom· 
baI commanders In Nonnandy ··unkno .... ingly and un· 
~ril, cast the l;v(Jortheir$OldicB' .... ')': · (po n ) 

The story Is tolcrthly W('l1lOld. En&1ish is plnicu· 
1arl, crfeo.;hVC i ... lhe CIIflAI Ie ponntits he provides o r the 
5I:I1iorCanadiancommarocrs--G:1ltrals McN .. gtuon, 
Crerar. Simmonds. RNlkes. and others. Hi. special 
arrccOOn for Simmonds pIObabIy prompts him 10 over· 
state Simmonds ' ability. A beucrcdil;1I1job would 
h;n"e made the book more readable by deleting SlIpe r· 

(C_u.-t .... ' .60) 
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noou~ adjectives and pompous phrasing. There an: 100 
many O(ea.~!ons when COftSI1IIClions sucll as "il tlas 
~n claimed,'· ·'11 Is not proposed:' "il is of course 
realI1.ed:' "II is e ~pectcd:· and me like Liuenlle land­
scape. TIle maps art not up w!he task ofilluslrating!he 
operll~ons. 

The above IIOIwilllsW"oding,lhc rcaderoomcs away 
from !he naJTali~e well infonncd and able to make lIi s 
own judgment regarding me aUlhor·s IhcSis. In Ihi s 
conlcxt ''Il0l pru~cn·' comes to mind as !he most 
sensible verdict Engli~1I does indeed dcmonslrllte Ihal 
a o:x:nain incpU1c~! cl1lraclcri~ l.hc Clfladillll hil:ll 
command regarding balh training and combat espc: ­
ciallybefore bul also during the war. Butlle does noI. 
and this is crucial. directly and convincingly link this 
ineptness in the lIieh command to the •• {eeble perfor­
maoo;:·· of!he Canadian AlTIly in the summer of 1944. 
His C'o'idcncc is for tile most pan circumstantial. Fur­
!hennore.1I1d Ihi. i. almost as critical, he aSiR.Imcs 
rlIl.her Ihan 0Cm0l1~1rnlcs that if me Canadian high 
oommand had been ~dcquatc l.hc uoops would lIavt 
fought well. Th i~ is by no means as crysl~l clc~r 10 !he 
readcr a.' il is to tile author. Hc has noI disproved tIM: 
<;(lflvcntional Illtc 'Pre wiOIl. lOvell i r well · led . the troops. 
for a variety of re;t.'IOIU. might have fought pooriy. A 
more tenable hypolhc~i s would be 10 combine the two 
ooncepts-leadership and quality of troo~and ar­
gue tllal beller leadersh ip and better troops (however 
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dclinc4) .... ould have resulted in a superior and mOlt' 
accomplished lighting force. 

John M. Cartarra /t()fds a doc/QTaz~ In BrlliIn ImptrW 
History from lite Uni~tr£lty of TOfOfIlO. He IJ Iht 
UIl/'-OfTIle Colonial Omce and Nigeria. 1898-1914, 
<I.f MI(IU as IIJlm#:rou.< arcidB OIl Brl/uh coWnlol admin" 
is/ralion. "lid Call1llkl in Iht Commonweoltn. lit is 
eu.re/tJ/y wt)l"Hng """ Vietnam DptraliofKll his/ory in 
W Ce,,'u'& His/oriu Di~uion. 

Forthcoming in Army H is/ory ... 

Professor Edward M. Coffmm's n:nections on 
the 7,th annlve~ary of Amtriea's enll}' into World 
War!. 

A look at me hi~torical program at tile U.S. 
AITIlY Defense Commilnd. 

Maj. Edwin L. Kennedy. Jr:s criticllliook at 
Guy Sajer"s World War II memoir. Tht For;:OIlM 
So/diu. Is It a nrslh.1nd account . or r.ctioll? 

Book re~lcw of Oifen.st Acqu.isilion M<JIIQgt · 
~fII by George Sammel. Jr., and Da~id E. Grc:cn. 

And much mon: ... . 


